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cnmnittee if thte Vri'y Counivil, the iatural Maibitoba It'gialatil c, re'.ting tii tii, Red
ii i ievitable (cspienes of mel iuet uala. Rives Valley Itilway, tiilowem li the active
tion have be iistakei ly mi an y people in at&'juii tak'm 'y the Nlinimter tuitive tiiteilb
Winnipeg ainid smie other towis ii Maniitoba woi k Iy ail iîîplîictuum, in aitticient e'idenee ot

foi nieed itf railway coumpetiton. Thias idea tilt' intention iif the toieriiient in thit regard.
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monopIiolty amui extortionmîate lates, senisatiuiail

ai tieles ins the local press, unfaiti an ftlise
colpaiiîmol af rates, iuntiammunatiiry speeuluehs
.ndi appeals to irejatudice. h'lie local political

iai ties have viei a ith eaci tther iin sceuiriig
to tieiisetlvesi thet support tif the iialconiîteits,
ai- this has resulted tin ait untdertakind. by the
Piovincial (overmieit to conistruct a linse of
iîilway tii the iternational budtiiii.ary, ahere
it has agreed to iake conniection with a fine
advaincing iiortiasrdi troum the Northern
i'acific itailwiay, and which is supposed to be
buiihng unider the auspicet of that cumpjuaiy.
The acts of the Loal Gove sinment proviling
foi the railway ins question aie min direct viola-
tn of the liritisih North Aiierica Act andbe-
îonl tue powes of a prie% ince, ani are conse

quenitly withuuît %arrant of law. lIn attemîpt.
ing to proceed withouît legal riglit the Piov-
ince has been checked by a temporary tiujuint'-
tuit ant it is not to be beliveil that mmm
the event tf a Permanent injunctioi

beiig grantedi lby the courts that the Local
ttiovernmieit watt set the law at tletiinice no

cati it lie expected that the wishes tif even a
imajority of the 100.000 people mm Manitobîa
Sa lil pret ail against the a ishes ft the 5,000,000

pwole of the Iiomiîinion. independ'nt of any
conîstitutional question, ami' particnliarly in
i ew aot the heavy expe'nditure mîf the comîpany
ils iakmg branch luies largely at the instance
of the local cnimernent, amnd of attier great

a pmhiiitures that have he'n smade by our
ioipaiy for the develomeneit of the Province,

the action of that C;o% erîînment ins attemîpting

t" d1% ert trattie by building a rail iay toi the

boundary, hîoweiver inisignificanut that railway
mmiay le', ia unfair, unjust and a bicauhlof faith
with the company. The service of our
conpany has given universal satisfac
tion, and if the rats a were mppressit e no coims-

plaint has e% er been fad tefore the contititted
.iuthorities thahtthe futsaigit lhe .tuîtitriti% ely
broight out ana letredres obt,uimne'. It wouldi
lie absiurtd tii urge that the coiph-tion tif siuty-
six stiles mf railway uniertakenmm biv the (overn
tament of Miaubîitoba would rlin the vast Cana-
,liai 'ac:ti systemu, baut its comstrucîtiomln a<iould
lue a violation of contract with ou-r compauy,
.iand the drectors feel' it tii la' their duty toi
imiaintain tihe rigits of tihe c<mimpsny in this
mattet in ever legitinmate wa.. 'That tie
t'cointry will carry out the 'onttract with the
c'otmlpanly mi ggodi faith the shareholders :iay
test assured. Tihe parament tf Canada at its
lait seisslîin siustaiietl the giivrnment hy an
extraoi'rdimmary majority in the determination
to pre Cnt. if only as a matter of pauhtc policy.
the buibihng of railways t, the internataonal
bpounlary and the prompt action of the <.over.

been motst Net ious. Yours diroctors behleve,
how ever, that thiis agitatioi, like those w hieb
ha% e precededei it, will dimppemi as sotan a: the

people of the country iolte to idiit'istand the
facta .ui id isuover the motives uif thote by
w hmuul it a at created

l'resident.

Canadian Government Railways.

I, comnmîîenting oni the report of ('ialian
governmient railways the RHalrny Aye mays•

'hile is true that the ownersmhip of rail-
wat s by the i)ominion Goverinient has provel
directly iuprofitable, there is another and
broader iew in ahich tii look ait tile question

tuf governminent railway ownership. l'lhe

people have receied the beniefit of the opera-
tion of these roatd. whichi ioubiltless w-outil not
baie beens Luilt by private capital. Tie
peple tuf 'anat have looked upon railways
as sut gi cat a pubbic ntecessity that the governu-
imient ias ins sine caies buaislt the roads out.
riglt andl also miaiitained themt at a heavy
lhis, as the foreuimg figures indicéate : while
mmm a great nuimlei' tif cabes it has donated
libteral suliilmes to aid private capital in the
conitruction tif proposel hnes. l'lhe report
referred to contains a lat of 10.'? ralway cum-

paumes t4o ahichi the lthminion Governiment
han given slulbsidiien o cash and lands, anti
that policy hiebs in this couitry it is now
popular toi tdetnuiuîc in being carried iun with
giaat blierality mmi the Dominion. Moreover
the tmarious provinces tuf C.tuania haite fiirnish-
ed and are still furmhisigng aid in very large
amuailnts for railasay building and the resailt
tuf this lieral uicy aif the teieral ani pro-
vinial guv'riimenîts is sea in tue rapid
developiment of the great doitmain of Canada
aithm the lait few yearm. l'le C('anadian
Patiiat Radlway alonc received at the outeet
fromu the Federal Govecrnment a suhamitlv of
S'2.i.00,000 in mioney and ,00,000 acres
of landti, and this assistance as suequentiuy
in'reasml by a loan to the compan) of $25,-
.5M00( and a guaranty of dividendis on 865,-
00l,0(0 of the canpauy's stock. Although
the- twnt'rship and operation of railways by
ther general governnicnt is not in keepng a ith
tlhe spirit of our republican instituoioi there
us itoimethinmg ti be amid for the policy fton the
atasi.lpoiîmt of a country like (anaa. It in ta
the creit of the government officiais of these
canailsan roads that their lines have boen op-
atedi wit hmnesty and etticiency.

Lessons from the Great Railway Accurieit
for the Public as well as for Managers.

Til genîeral manager o ît of tihte gi t'lîtm'it
railway systems ins the coitry tidtsl the fit
lowing timîely and trulthfiul coiinieits

To eh, Iult(îray At'.

It is# male tu say that tie laste accilenit near
('hatsworth ercates a fecling tif apprehenisiotin
approaching disinay i the indtiml of e et y laal
way mansages in the country. Ile criticismiî
se sure to le andl properly no umnspaimg ;
much of it quite likely îîuifair, and soime of it
bemg baet .r pai, taitemeiit tir i mauvais

att informaton ila smure t4i bie unijîîust 'lie
criticismei shoiiu-1 lde, as i say, liinsarmug, but
the iespoînsibulity shulml hie lplaced whuele it
belongs, and I tenture the opimon - t par.
ticularize this individual accident, lut speak.
îmîg smare generally, that the publib in quite as
muci iand just as directly responsible as the
uticiala of any railway upon wich auch an
accident siay occur. i speak of tht public as

they are represented through the various legia-
latua es by the ouard of i ailway commiissiouters.
A railway conipany with a linse lit long in
existence, its plant coniparatti% ely new, earis
as shio%îi ly uts books a considerable surplus ;
or it may tor a series of years have shown a
reasouable balance after paying its fixed

charges, its dividends and its operatlng ex-
penses. At lance the clamuior ii raised that the
rail% ay comupany ià exacting tou miciiel fromt

the public ; it lias a good rouai aut goeod cars

aid' eugines, anid the surplus it shotas in the
exact figure it lias " robied " the coiiîummii

ties of. Then the everage railroa commis-
situer takes the sanie view, and a ith more (et
les care figures out a schedule oît rates that
shall prevent the claimned extortion. 'l'hie
tariff is made, the roads adopt it, aid noas mai-
ager or supes iiitendent holds tflice w lih djoes
not try to go tiuaiage lis line as te still imake
him earnings pay the stockholders ant have
lis operating expenses conforàm, if lie Can, to
the requiremients under which hais services arc
<alled valîuable, or otherwise. WVhat ia the
result' le pathels up this bridge tw iake it
go a year longer thil- section of rails need re-
iea ing ibut we will take out the % irat- aIl mit

tem bl anid imake the balance do - through
the winter." Wiheels, axtes, cars, elglies,
ail take the saie treatnitit. Il employj

hre mel 'ei t-i rie rotr arin rit , he putt mii
touts iew ties a hre sixt art niecessar>, and

perhaps hie get througli, luit perhaps alma it
aould have been bietter if the public hadt ai-
lowei the railway compansy to actuîire îaithei-
'ient tos make the recwalis; or if thy dos t
get it for the renewala they neei it te pay f..r
the lamages result4mig frmnm the ineitable ac-
cilent.

i am no liciiever in uînjust exactions from
the public, but I samg fully permaded that the
constant pressure for lower rates containsa a
menace to the safety mmf the travelling public
that they do not theimselves realire. Thte uni-
versal demîand is for better cars, lauter time,
additaonal ani expensite safety appliances,
andm-liwer rates. Accidents hke this
eniphasime the need there us for the mout con-
sipicuous intelligence anl expert knowIedge
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