“justly called cnormous

Novemuer 1887,

is completed, Passengers will not be tahen
until next year as there will he some wark
still to be done in the way of thmming up.”

Railway aud Forest.

Ustrk this title the Canda Leands rinan
By :

The veport of the Forestry Division of the
United  States Departiuent of  Agriculture
gives information respecting ** The relation
of Ruilroads to Forest Nupply and Forestey,”
which shoulid be of much value to the prople
of Canada,

The total length of railroads in the United
Ntates was at close of

Is40. . . . 2,795 miles,
1850 ... . .. 9,02
IS60 ... ..., e eee. 30,6835 e
Is50 ... ... a2, 914 ¢
R L 93,349 ¢
1856 . . e e 137,615 ¢

It is estimated that about 12,000 miles will
be completed in 1887,

The quantity of timher required for ties,
bridges, stuation buildings und other struc-
tures over these roads is much greater than
most persons sappose, It way, indeed, be
In many of the dis-
tricts in which rulroads have heen built timg-
ber wan so abundant that it was used for
every conceivable purpose, as ey the
cheapest of all waterials,

The length of track, it will be understood,
considerably exceeds the length of road. The
report assuties  that it s 187,500 1iles.
Allowing 2,640 ties for cach mle, the whole
number would he 495 unuallions, and as each
containa three cubic feet of timber on the
average, the whole quantity cmbedded under
the entire mileage is 1,455,000,000 cubic feet.

It is difficnlt to ascertain the quantity used
in bridges, trestles and piles: 2,000 feot per
mile is cousidereld u fair average. The total
at hat estimate is 375 million cubic fect.

Telegraph poles number 30 to the mile and
in all about five million. At aAn average of
ten cubic feet fur cach they require 30 nallion
fect more,

But for ~very cubic foot ready for use in
ties, bridy  cte., 14 feet of rownd timber is
used.

The total aquantity cut is therefore 3.150,-
000,000 cubic feet. It in almmt impomssible to
cnnceive what these hgures mean.

The avirage Wfe of tics is about seven
years : the average life of bridge timber and
poles about ten years.  To maintain the pres-
ent roads respuires therefore 50,714,285 new
tics every year, Allowing for renewals of
bridges, trestles, cte., the total quantity re-
quired is nearly 235 nullion cubic feet per
year,

Then putting the construction of new roads
at the low average of 5,000 miles cach year,
13,200,000 new ties and ten million feet of
timber, bridlges, otc., arc required for this
purposac.

The total annual demiand is now 05,712,858
cubic feet.  The demand must increase every
year if nothmg be done to prevent it.  The

wiste in getting out ties and radway timher
waery yeat. The ralroad IAEers Feguite
the best material. When woml 18 80 abun |
dant that mueh s burned i o der to clear the II
lund, the farmers who Kenerally pet out ties |
und timber do not feel the necessity of care or !
ceonomy.  Younyg ouk, lusch and pite trees, !
whieh furnish but a single tie ench, are reck. !
leasly cut down, and the tmeans of restoring
the forexts trom which the larger trees have
been taken for other purposcs are thus de-
stroyed,

The effects of this rechlessness nye now very
perceptible, especrally in the wooded districts
from which supplics for the prairie roads have
been tahen. T vast districts what were valu-
able forests are now mere wastes of brush and

firewaod,

It is caleuluted that all the valuable titnber
on 296,847 ucres of well womled land ix re-
quired cach year to meet the demands of the
tailroads, assuming that every acre will yield
300 ties.  Vast asis the supply it must <oon
be exhausted if the consutmption continue at
this rate ever increasing.

In Europe, where tunbier of all Kinds s
comparatisely scarce and dear, steel ties are
used by some roads and are found satisfactory |
It 1s hardly to be supposed that steel ties will
come much into use on this continent for
muny years to come.  Other Earopean roads
use antiseptics to prolong the hfe of ties and
to render wood hitherto not used awitable for
this purposc, Antiseptic prepatations, it s
suguested, could be protitably used in those
parts of America in which suitable wood 18
warce. The Union Pacific and the At huson,
Topeka & Nanta Fe Roads have cstalilished
works at which soft wowis are ticated to
make them suitable for ties, piling, etc.

In Canada the scarcity of woud for railw ay
purposes has not yet been much felt, But
there arc some dustricts to which ties zu:d;
timber must be hauled for a considerable dis. |
tance even now, not to apeak of the praine |
roada, for which in most cuscs only soft waond
can be got.

The report urges the owners of land, and
eapecially those railroad cempanies  which |
have obtuined great land subsidies from the
Kovernment, to provide aganst future want
hy planting extensively now. 1t tells of in.
stances in which aboricalture bas heen earricd
on profitably and satisfactonly an . large
scale, as well as of the Kreat succeas which
hias crowned the labors of theae who have
planted trees for farm and Lomestead pur-
poses on the trecleas prairie.

It is asscrted that farmers whe sell hard-
wood or pine ties at 30 to 33 cents each waste
what must be very valuable in a few yeara-
what indeed is worth new much mure than
the price they get, and farmera are urgei to
combine wherever they can to obtain hetter

prices.

Rogues of the Rail.

* Ratirnan confidence men have had their
day.” said an old Kiic Railroad conldnctog,
“but if I had all the money they made in a
year, on this road alone, say twenty yoars
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| . .
cugos I oonllvest iy dover, and wouldn't he

afvand to straddle the ante every time, no
tatter how bagoat was

“The flush tines of Ll contidonee
upctators were dutogg the war, wnd for o fow
years aftor it Money was plenty . worals
were Lovand tian men didu ¢ seem o thiuk
itany part of their duty to stund guard over
the property of creduliny tras e Has o these
whose cupudity ran away with their rengon,
I guess there wasn ta teank line m the vonn-
try then that idn't have trainmen o 1 em-
ploy whose fees flom well hnows, travelling
croohs were as mudh cach wonth as the com-
Pany paid them for then services, of uot e,
They were ashich ot that worhed the tiains
m those days, and no minstahe, | huow only
one of that school of sharpers who s ahive,
and lie s carmng s hving as o Methodint
preacher, and an he s as pom as Jol's turhey
amd has o fanaly of eneht chaldren, | really
think  his reform 1 Kenrine,  There was
*Wade Awahe® Rushy, as the prnce of ull
contidence wen of that day, Rush Wakeman,
wax called : John Baud, or ‘HGentleman
Johu s Warren  Kieed k., the *Professo ;*
Billy Bartlett, * Bed shirg Kelly, und others
whose names e forgotten. Waheman died
in Tironto a yenr o twa ago. a helpless and

} Sheechlens paralytic. John Baed was hilled

while jumping from a train with a s of
money e bal won from a drover, Warren
Rreaoh was kil by aanbler in Texas, and
“Red Shart Relly died an a Fennsy b anin
poot honee,

CNCaly W of the smart coutidence men
that tonedy worked the rathoad were Mo-
ducts of the Lo tows, Thar hnowledge of
localitic s and puapde tomd them in such aid
that ey could wark  all around - New
York Caty ojuratins whe onee and awgle
tricd than bands ot then gune, The Cheeki-
st aned sl hest |-inl' of -~nmi.h-mc wark |
e saw done wae dape by a Warely expert,
Ayeme man whow fanaly is well kpown in
the wothern tier. There way 4 treasurer of o
Pennsy Ivaaa cotnty who was in the habit of
coming over into this State with the contents
of the whale vounty treasuny in his pochet
and hinving a good tune with the public funds,
This sharp young Waner Iy man came to tawn
one neht it happened i ot Jervis and
although an entire stranger, wwm got ac.
qguamted with a cromd who wepe having a
hvely racket in ane of the mloone.  The
county trvasurer wan thire,  The Waraly
contidence man said to one of the men poes
ent that he coulil barrow 2300 of the treasurer
f e had it.  The other et R10 that e
conldn't doat.  The Warerly man went up to
the treasmer and Whispered in hin ear

“lve bet 8101 conbi horrow 500 of you.
Nay nothing, hut count out the money in my
hand.  I'll win the ten and divide with you.*

“Certanly,” il the nunle] treasurer,
and kanded over $uM.  The bet wan paiel and
divided. When drinks were had on the juke,
the treasurer reached to gt the K bak,
Rut the contilence sharper wan tom sly for
that.  The laan had lwen fair and mjuare, he
aaid, and he hal paid & honus of &3 10 Kot it
Nothing had been said about how long the



