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excep)tionI of the ]ast-iiientioiicl, ail tiiese
wvriters were successfullv execisiîîg tîjeir

'flie e.arlù.er j>criod hiad bccîi a time
%v'Iîc nove] ideas andc inetiiocs wvcre
struggling for admnission, and wvcre op>-
posed by authoritv andi tradlition. It
wvas ail cra of bitter confliiet ; tis is
true not. invrelv of literature anid of1 the
îîîtellectual wvorl<l ini generai, but iniitic
practical splhere of socicty and polities.
Buit at thec opeiulg of the second divis-
ion of the centurv the chief obsta.Acs
hiad alreacly Ix-en suirauouited. 1-Icuce a
selse of progrrcss, of l<>peftuliiess, of rooin
for dillusive tiiouglit to wvork and
spread.' It was a tinie for optiixuisi,
fo>r broa<l gcntraliz'atioîxs anîd sagicý*.i
projects ; thec germinal ideas o! Nvichl
wvc have spoken wvcre energetically du-
veioped, and ai)lic(l ini every depart-
muent. 'flic prevailingr teil(iicv alreiîdv
iiiciitioied, to expiainl things as ortazici
involved the idea of growvth, o! , he iu-
Iliencc of surrouuiliigs, and of i.tie in-
portanuce of foilowiuig the succe.ssive
stages of change. 1-lnce the conception
of (Ievelopiluent, of evoluitioîi, andi of the
historical mectiioci. Tiese ideas rcceivcd
impressive illustration ini sucli wvorks as
Lylle's 1rincipies of Geologv at the
>pciiuig of the era, and Darwini's Origini
of s1>ecies towards its close ;uncler their
influence, îlot iincrclv natural science, but
evcrv branceh of thouglit wvas hv clegrees

Ili tini, li<wever, as the -%vidler and
more strikilug applications -tverc ex-
Ii.iisteci, the ideas tlicinselves began to
lose tlîeir fresluuiess and stimulus. Tliey
seeîued less positive than liad becen ex-
pected. Olten tiivv appearcd t<). Icad to
iilere septicisin, to be littie eise tlian
destructive. The sources of fiaithi and ac-
tio)n werc sapped. So, iiu the closiug
tiîirc o! the century, thie great waive of
inspirationi o! wlîose h)cginnnllgs wve spokeC
<>1 tic uuiddie vears of the century ]lave
spent, itsci!. flc ]uoprel]iiess auci cncrgy
<>1 the îuî<idle vrars of the cebtury hiave
departeri. 'fliere is au awakening Iroin

iliaîy briglit drcains. 'f lic age o! unîi-
versai peace lookcd forwvard to ini the
earIx' filties lia( iiot arrive(l. 'Tli great
prograîin of political reforins wlîici liaci
l)CLu caricr sketclied, Nvas Nvith scune
couupletcicss reaiized, yet the Goldcen
Agc wvas as rcmnote as ever. Anid s0 ini
thc wvorlcl of litecature, there art- inaiii-
lest inîdicationis of clccacleice or, at
ieast, of exhaustioii. *To bc sure the
chiange is graduai ; the dividiiig hue is
îîot as distiiict as aIt 1833. ý-ievcral <>1
the great iien o! the preccdiiug perioui
contîinuc to lîve anîd to wvritc a!ter i 860,
but gcnieraiiy spcaking tlîeir luest andc
iîiost sigîihfcanit work, liaci bueui loue.
No genius o! thc saine rnk as the lcad-
ers o! the prccciuîg sixtv~-six vcars, aip-
pears. cAenlill o! ally order is rare, al-
tliough good wvriters are îiot uîîcouunicuuu.
])eciiîe is specîally eviden t iii the sphiere
of imaginative literaturc. ])antc Ros-
setti is the oiie"lpoct of iniiistakabie
power, but ]lis w'ork is reiinisccnt ol
Coleridge andc ICeats. Even valiuiug ver-v
libcraliv the noveis of l-ardv., Gecorge
Mercedithi, anîd otiiers, the fiction of later
vears is umot cujual to tlxat o! tie uiddfile
of! the ceîiturv. It is notable tlîat writ-
crs o! criticai and schioiarhv, ratiier thian
of ecative, wvorks becoxue more i)rc)iui-
eut tiau ilu the cariier periocîs. A.utliors
like M. Arnold (as writer of prose),
Walter ]3agehiot, .lolni -. oricv, Goldichv
Suuitli, J. R. Seelev, Leslie Stcphcuîi are
conspicious figures iii our later litera-
turc ; as are aiso wvriters o! exqu:site
but souuiewiiat trivial verse, like Austini
Dobsou and Frecierick Locker. Anuolig
Vuiger axxci* later %Vriters, the commlonl
plienoiueuîa o! literarv exhaustion dîsplav
thciisehves-suprcîue inmportance of tecli-
nique, attcntion botli iii poctry andi prose
to %vthc at thue expenise of tiiolglit, liter-
ary ambition aund skill wvith' but ]itthe or
niotlîiig to utter. Writcrs lut iupoij a
hîappyv vein, buit it quicklv gives ount.
With mni clevier muen o! lette ,prose
bccoîucs affccted ;<stcnitatiotisiv select
diction andc eigraunuxatic expressioni
serve oîlv to vcil vacuitv o>r triteuess o!
thouglit. Oui the otlier hianci it iuav be
CouîIcCee thiat two wvritvrs of mal jgriiis
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