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I<o reveL,* 'howerer, -from generalities to the speciaity of the jury syBtein. We
avance as a psitive fact, adniitted by aiu parties, that ini Lower Canadai it is
impossible. te obtain a verdict of guilty in any case tilnged witli a religious orP
party colour. So long as the crime lias been comuiitted nder or vitlin siglit of
a banner fiaunting orange, greu», bine or red silk to thie wids, tuie 2nurdorer
=iy lay the fiattering unction of au acquittai to biB soal Can4it be said that in

ail Christian counfries suoli things occur, or are we alone weighied down heneafi
the load of gult ? 3)oes the disgrace attacb. to, us alone, or have we partners in
our &egradation ? it la a melancholy adilsiou, but atil one that muat in
justice be miade, that we e'njoy a guilty pro-eminen ée in this inatter. The evil
has licou of slow growth, but it has nov' attained itg majorivy; and if some means
bce not devised for its extirpation, it wil eat,. cank-er-like, iuto the heart of
toviet-Y, aud destrôy the briglit prospects of our country. Legisiation, o? late
years, lias tonJed di*re-ôtly to the encouragement of the graveBt crimes. The
petty jurore are now drawn from the ignorant classes of society. The qualifica-
tion of grand jurors kas been reduced; and we have on the respetive panels
mnen of a ývexy infirior stitmp to, those -who in former years attended thse ternis of
our (7riminal Courts. The great majority of theni are uneducated, opA.n to the
Influencte o? party ana political piejudices, and casily led by any partizan in
wlioi they may have confidence.

One of the most striking incongruities in or law is, that a far more intelligent
jury eau lie obtained lu a civil action, where £. s. and D). are at issue, tiian ln a
trial before the Court o? Queen's Bondi, wherein the lIffe and fortunes of a
felloW-oreature are the objects at stake. Strange titat iu the eyes of our law-
makers, the purse of the subjeot should be of greater importance than the existence
of the citizen: and -that to assess the damages consequent ur>on the pulling o?
Mr. B.'S iosee or -thè aspexsiou of M-t. A.'S character, a higier clasa 0f juryVmeR

ca le obtained than, upon C.'s traI for murder. Can it lie that it requires more
brain to underatand the testlmony iu an action for lii acli of contract, thau te
weigh the evidence L ea case o? forgery ? Or axe 'Wo to believe tiat tie life o? a
fellow-being weighcd in the balance kioks the beani, when ini tie otŽier sosie là
laid a crib of tinler ?

The farce o? a trial suoli as ie, sec occasionally on our Provincial boards, acts
ms a powerful, incentive to crime. There la a total absence of fiat solomnify
vihioli shonld per-fade the proceedinga,. ye, the vexy atmosp«here o? a Crinal
Court. *A reeklfflneas and jauntiriess o? demeanour are oftea apparent lu the
criminals conduot, almost es disguting to the epectator as the poor Joe Miller-
lam, wihol, wilti hideous taste, are bandiea loudly from one side to the otier of
the oourt-rom. Tiare la a viait pf dignity iu the paxaphernalinof justice wviolt
induces lu thre zuinde of thec behclders a coutémpt for ita administration. Tho
nattural consequences of sncli a staie are, fiat tic crirninal la, iu xnany cases,
transformed into a martyr, 'wiose exit from the court-room la a ieritable triumph,
eonfcrring upon hlm, ell fie3 glor o? havirig suffered for reiigiou's salie or party,
priLncip1e.

It ig true fiat ai lie actors Mi one of thie most foul xnurdmçevex perpdratod,
have beeu oveetaken by ])iiine vfengeance;i ;hat not eue of theni nlov li-res te


