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commnand, a turning to, a more excellent wvay and to «a nobler strife, in a
doLormination to kcep in thc foremost place the vast neglectcd work which
lier Lord lias set before His Churcli, " Go ye into ail the world and preacli
the gospel to every creature." The competition for the foremost place in
over-churched Britain, for example, is becoming a scandai and a snare,
and a sorrow of heart to many of God's clifidren; oh, for a blcssed rivalry
for that first place now held by the Moravian Brethren!1 Baptists, Pres-
byterians, Wcslcyans, wivcih of you wilI first abandon this insane grasping
after more people at home, vrliom somo one cise is prctty sure to, evangelize
if yen fail te do so, and go in 'with ail jour iniglit for daugliter churchies
in Africa, Asia, South Amnerica, and other virgin souls, wlicro tho sowing
and husbandry will yieid yon fair richer harvcsts ? Wliat a blessed deter-
mination it wouId be if, abandoning tlic extravagance and selfislhness
involved in building more homo churches, somie lranciî of the Ciîurcli
resolved te fill the mission troasury to overflowing9, and called upon hier
sons and daugliters te go forth to the necdy fields afar of[ 'with promise of
prayer and reinforcements ? For the sad truth remains that since " where
your treasure is, there ivili your heart bc also," the heart's affections, the
solicitudes, the prayers of the Churcli are concentratcd on tlic liome work
and home interests, and but littie heart, and littie prayer flow out toward
the great mission cause. In point of fuot, the "'great mission cause" is a
misnomer ; it is a woakz, spasmodic, lialf-starved affair ; no lîced or littie
heed is given to the proportions of the fields which ciaire our regard ; wc
give profusely, we give our substance to home dcmands ; we give grudgingly,
-we give our superfluity te thc vast fields out of sight.

How doos our blessed Lord regard His Church's disrcgard of lus com-
mnands? I foar the cuise of barrcnnoss fails upon home chuirclos; bec-anse
of their disobedience and seif-seeking. The historv of Israel is rcpcated
in much that we sec in the Cliurchi to-day. "Isaei is an cmpty vine, lie
bringeth forth fruit unto himself " (Ilos. 10 : 1):- unto himse]f, not unto
God. "Considier your ways. Ye have sown much, and bring iii littie.

*. Ye lookcd for mucli, and, Io, it came to littie ; and whcn ye
bronghit it home, i did bmow upon it", (Haggai 1 : .5, 6, 9). Oh, the meagre
reanits, the few conversions, the sickiy spiritual life in Chiristian cemmuni-
ties at home ; the Gospel hardeningr the growth of unbelief, tho increase
of ungadiinews! Let the ('hnrch awake to her tnîo mission in this dark
world and yieid obodionce ; ana what days oif blcssýing inay we not behold
once more ! "'Let -nothing ho donc tlirough strife or vaingiory ; but in
iewliness of mind lot cach cstcom other botter than thcmsclvcs9. Lookc
net every man on bis own things , but ovcry man also on the things of
others. Let this mizd, be in you, which, was aise in Christ Jesus!' (Phi].
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