
i3EGISNINUl AT JERVSALEM.[AR ,

iii T/ic Church-e rea(l th-n Acts of the Aposties*? Woe hiad always undor-
stood that the, inclination of the church of apostoio days wvas to, stay
too long and too lovingly a> Jerusalomn. Our Lord's last conmpnd
wvas, -lTarry ye iii thce city of Jorusalem, iuntil ye bce nduod witlî
power from on high. " Manifestly, aftor the enduomoent thoy ivoro to,
scattor and carry evervyvhere the gYood tidings ami tho tongmos of lire.
But coniserva-tis;m, Jeivishi prejudices, national exclusiveness , disposod
theni to stay thorc too long ; ani so G;od,. by persecution. drovo thern
out; and even thon the "aptlosties* rom-ained behlind. Compare Acts
viii :1-4 and xi : 19-21. Peter certainh' liad. no inclination to go to the
Grontiles., ani GoLl liad to givo lxir a vision on the housotop, thrice
repoated, and a spocial eall to Cornelius, beforo lie loarned the lesson
chat the churchi was not to tarryv at Jerusalomn. Nay, God hiad to raise
UP a special apostie to the (Cuetiles, and thon spccially cail him and
Baruabas to the wvork, before anv of the leaders of thie garlv chwarchi
attemptod a foreigu mission ! Acts xiii : 2.

In view of such facts and inspired statomonts as thoso, we cannot
avoid the concelusion that to question the course of the early churcli in
this miatter, as the writer above quoted docs, is to question the wisdom
of God's provideneoý and Spirit. Such arguments eau do home missions
11o goo0d. 'l'le fact is, the work is worldI-wido; anal flire is no
distinetion betw'een the fields , save that of comparative degradation,
destitution , rioteness froun gospel influence, a.nd desperate wretchoed-
ncss. The home fildhs are loud enoughi in thoir caîls ; but aven those
arc uîot as utter-lv iii darkness and the shadows of death as the ragions
boyond. where Chirist has nleyer yet been namne(. llow eau wve place
the remnote parts of Iow'a. Wisconsin., Kansais and Dakota, side by sidle
wvith the heart of china, where a few yearb> ago missionaries travelod
1,000 miles froin east to west and found. not one missionary station, and
but fwo0 within .500 nmiles ta the north or south ; or the heart of Africa,
where Stanley journeycd î,000 miles and saw ilot oneC inan wlîo had.
ever hlQard of Christ ! Ixx viewv of sucli awful destitution, how Clau any
maxi cainiy say that Il"te United States need the gospel ae ?zo otkiie
portion qf the inhabitable globeý necdç il to-day ?

Lot us send the hcrald of the cross everywho(,re. But let us not deny
tixat, innchi as the home fields need the evangel., these m idnight tracts
of humanîty are iii destitution aven more awful. Dr. M. H1. Jesstp,
c1f Syria ' one of our editorial correspouidents, wvrites, refor-ring to this
article whichi we are reviowing:

"4Th-at article , Begin at Jerusalemi' in tlue Novexuber, 1887, number of The
(fhur-ch, is a litt t ot tof date. It would have beezu well in the year-s 34-40 .Di.,
but the writer is about 1847 years behlind time. That 1 beginning, at Jorusa-
lem' was donp and flni.shed so long ngo that it is like goingr backwards on the
record of Christianjtv to talk of it now. Vixe church at home is bound to
bilild, ecd man ,'over against bis house,' but we can nover esczape the thun-
ders of that ' last command ' 'ogo and preach i ii tho wvhole world to every
creat-ure.' '
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