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There were at least four classes of peoples to be looked after—con-
verted Jews in Judea, dispersed Jews in the East, Greeks ard Ro-
mans. A glance at the Acts of the Apostles and at Galatians 1 :7-10,
will show that there was & distinc: understanding entered into and
acted upon that there should be a division of labor. James scems to
have become the guardian of converted Hebrews m Judea ; Peter, to
have gone eastward to the Dispersed Tribes about Babylon ; John, to
have nourished the church in Ephesus, the center of Greek civiliza-
tion and Diana worship ; and Paul to have set his face toward Rome
axd Ganl. There were doubtless minor subdivisions of labor, but
these cardinal points in the compass of the work are conspicuous. In
the book of Acts. after the first ten chapters, Peter disappears from
view, because the book is mainly designed to tell us how the doors
were opened to the Gentile world, entered by the apostle of the Gen-
tiles. But we are not necessarily to suppose Peter to have been any
less active or successful among the cirecumcigion than Paul among the
uncircumeision.

Now we have no record of Petor’s activity in evangelism, but we
may take Paul’s as a specimen of how one believer in the early church
served his own generation. We find this one man going within thirty-
three years over most of the known world west of the Golden Horn,
from Antioch to Athens, from Jerusalem to Rome, and, assome think,
to Spain and Britain. And the astounding result of such evangelistic
activity on the part of the whole church is that Paul is able to write to
the Colossians, before his death, which must have been, of course,
before Nero’s death, which wasin A. D. 68: ¢ The gospel is come
unto you as i ie in all the world ; ” and again, ¢ the gospel which
ye have heard and which was preached to every creature (or, in all
creztion, R. V.) under heaven.”* Making all allowance for a legit-
imate generality of statement, we find it difficult to get away from this
fact that, within thirty-five years after our Lord ascended, the gospel
had been carried throwghout the known world. That generation of
believers gave the gospel to that same generation of unbelievers as it
has never been done since !

There has been a long, a criminal delay of the church in taking up
the enterprise of a world’s evangclization. While we have been ¢ play-
mg at missions,” fifty generations have come and gone, without one
generatiou of them all being overtaken with the gospelt It is believed
that, since the days of our Lord, the averagde of a generation has
been from about one-third to one-half of the present population of the
globe, say 600,000,000,  If so, the aggregate of these fifty generations
lias been 30,000,000.000 or twenty times the entire present popu-
lation, of the globe ! Of course we can form no conception of such a
wast host.  To march by us in procession, day and night, ten abreast
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