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however, is not a character wholly despicable.Though
he possesses no claim to the benevolent disposition, or
the sublime unsellishness of Antonio, or the gencrous
nature of the noble Bassanio ; yet heis not an entire
strangor to virtue. Behind the dark back ground of
avarico and revenge there gleamsat times fitful flashes
of nobler feeling. His love for his daughter may be
mingled with the baser love for his stolen treasures;
the desire for justico ray be lost in a thirst for ven-
geance, but his attachment to his ancient race, his
strong sympathy for his dispised and oppressed breth
fen appear as redeeming features in a character other-
wise dark and repecllent. His determination to adhere
to the strict letter of the law reveals the Jewish nature.
With his habits of thought and peculiar training, a de-
via-ion from the exact litoral interpretation of the hond
would be regarded as an act of injustice. He could
conceive of no justice that was not based upon a rigi
administration of law, He did not, however. appear
toaccept his own doctrine when itsaflects recoiled up
ou himself This Shyl ick is a representative charac-
ter. His faelings his claimsand their results, are in
miniature but the detailed history of his race for cen
turies.

In the merchant, Ant ‘nio, we have the very antip-
odes of Shyluck. He is perhaps the central figure of
the play,though not the chief dramatic character. There
is 1+ passivity about him, a certain lack of self-asser-
tion. a mild resignation to circumstances which unfits
him for the hero of the play. He Ilacks the stormy
energy of Suylock and the intellectual vigor of Portia.
He appears to occupy nealy a contral position be-
tween the relentless force of the one, and the finely da-
veloped, cultivated powers of the other. Contrasted
with Shylo k his charcter soars into sublimity. Com-
pared with Portia his generosity does not suffer, but
he appears lacking in the keen preception. the excellent
judgment. the real executive ability which distin-
guish the latter, and which were so successfully em-
ployed in Antonio’s behalf. Antonio is always sur-
rounded by friends. Heis the hope and stiy of the
needy and the prompt friend of the unfortun.te henee
unlike shylock, when everses ero vd upon him he re-

sives aid and encouragement where he least oxp ctsit
and thus exemplitics the truth that “good deeds are
never lost.”

In Portia. Shakerpeare has given us an ideal woman
and ono who is probably the most perfect female char
acter ever delineated by the pen of the great dramatist
Her charming sprightliness. her pure aud exalted prin-
ciple. her strong scuse of right,run like a thread of
gold through the entiro play. $ho possesses fine sensi-
bilitiesand affections controlled by superior intellect.
In the language of Jesica,the rude world hath not her
fellow.” lhe poet fiest exhibits her in the shadow of
uncertainty, but when she secures the man of her
choice, she heams upon usin all the sunshine of love.

Her wit is keen and swift as an arrow, butnevor un-
kind. She i3 unselfish in her love and resolutein her
aims,and finally she shows the very essence of all wo-
manly virtue in her tribute to “Mercy.” Lex.

ET TENEO ET TENEOR.

How apt are we to accept the formerand deny the
latter—tho one so flattering, the otherso distasteful o
human pride—-the one involvinga belief co extensive
with the race, the other a fact the knowledge of which
comes with bitter experience---the onc implies that man
is supreme,the other that forces exist outside and inde-
pendent of him which may be 1gnored but never elimin-
ated from the problem of existence,and that circumstan-
ces hedge him inand narrow his sphero of activity;vei
however restless he may be under his mental and phy-
sical limitations thefact ef their influence cannot be
denied. Zenco may bs the proud exclamation of 2
gpirit that claims superiority and proprietorship;fencar
the plaintive ery of the same spirit convinced of its
own inferiority and impotencs. Qualities really in-
herent, such as pity and affection are oftvn included
in the former, while their opposites. cruelty and hate
are seldom acknowledged as belonging to the latter.

‘L he ability to hate! What a possession! It is
interesting though sad to watch its progressin a hu-
man life. he child inheritsa family feud. The son of
his father's enemy with sapercilious action and bitter
invective so goads his proud youny spirit that the nerv-
ous arm obeys the impulsive will and his tormentor is
stricken tothe ground.

Starting with the propensity thus displayed, Robart
Buchanan has trac.d its development until we see the
boy, now a man, orphaned, broken hearted, de-
prived of all those broad ancestral acres on which his
forefathers were wont to look with so much pride,
every earthly prospect blighted, an alien to his kind.
All this he blindly attributes to the work of his ene-
my, his only abserbing prayer being that God might
give into his hands the man he hates,to deal with as he
might vish. To obtain a glimpso of that heart now, is
to see all the deadly passions lashed .nto a wild an furi-
ous rage;a sight from whic we recoil shudderingiy.

Behold the power of love ! This man and his enemy
aecastaway on alonely isle,a murderous design thwar-
ed by theintervention of the clements. First the injured
man feels a sivage exultant joy in the helplessnessof
so hated a baing. but after a timo his heart yearns for
companionsh-p. openinga door for pity to ereep in,
pity forsuch utter wretchedness.ina fcllow inortal,
In" supplying his cnemy's wante a feeling akin
% tenderness is awakened in his heart, but is quickly
suppressed ; afterwards the sight of tears, forgive-

ness craved and the promise of a christian
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