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indispcnsable cleanliness and purity of the vessc.:ls with
more certainty, beeausest s less erendlture of time and
trouble. Although it is an ascertained and undeniable
fact that the quality of the butter depends much upon the
nature of the pasture endlocality of the dairy, the uhi-
versally provailing cleanliness of the whole management,
and very essentially on the purity of the water employed,
still I ascribe much of the reputation which our butter has of
late years enjoyed (and which is verified by our obtaining
at all seasons one Ffmn;.' per pound above market-price in
our neighbourhood) to the beneficinl introduction of glass
milk-dishes.”—At the suggestion of Mr. Hayter, M. P,,
it has been ascertuined from Mr, Apsley Pelatt, of the
Taleon Glass Works, Blackfriars, that in consequence of
heavy duly and vestrictious of the Excise on manufactur-
ed glass articles in this country, glass wilk-pans of n size
and shape similar to those of Captein Carr, but of white
flint glass and stronger mould, eould not be made for sale
in England for less than 7s. 6d. ench ; but should that
price, under the restrictive ciroumstances of the case, ob-
tain purchasers, there would be no ditliculty in manufac-
turing o superior and serviceable article of the kind to
any extent that might be required. The milk-pun pre-
sented by Captain Carr to the Society is of the common
dark green bottle-gluss, und weighs 63Ibs. It is round in
shape, and nearly 4 inches deep, measuring 17 inches
across the outside of the top, and 11 inches across that of
the bottom.

CULTIVATION OF THE POTATO.

To the Editor of the Mark-Lane Express.

Sir,—Various have been the conjectures respecting the
failure in the potato crops so prevalent within tl;lee last 12
or 15 years ; aud as the potato is the most valunble of all
the vegetable tribe, producing in their cultivationan abun-
dance of labor, und is also a favorite vegetable with the
prinee and the peasant, not only with the latteras a sub-
stitute fox, bread, but also at the table of the wealthy, they
are used to a considerable exient.  Viewing them collee-
tively under such fuvourable advantages, may we not con-
clude that n failure to any extent might justly be consid-
ered & nationat loss in tood and labour 2 With such im-
pressions, and with a sincere desire to impart to others
similar benefits to those I have received, I am desirous to
offer a few-practical ohservations, Having been a potato
grower upwards of 30 ycars, although seldom planting
more than 50 acres in a season, still I have paid some
atteation to their cultivation.

Respecting the failure of the crops, I consider it may
arise from various causes. A serious injury, no doubt, is
often produced by the potatoes heating in the hills when
first put together, and also in allowing them to vegetate in
the spring before they are removed, by which their germi-
native qualities become so greatly weakened; although the
set makes an effurt, it is often seen that the plant hus not
sufficient power to throw up a shoot through thesurface—
heunce we perceive them producing small buttons, or, what
has been termed, Bobbin Joans. A similar effect is often
produced by the potatoes heating in consgqpence of being
s loug time retained in a vessel by contrary winds, &e.

A discase called the dry rot hus, within g Iwriod of 15
years, proved the most fatal ; frequently half 2 ship’s car-
go damaged. Yotatoes planted svinfected mustalso prove
2 failure.

Experience has often proved that the plants are fre-
quently serivusly injured by the land being in too wet a
state, the most effectual renedy on such land would be a

_thorough drainage.

Although, singular as it may appear, T am of opinion
that there are more failures in the potato crop in g season,
such as the present, when the weather is both hot and
droughty, than even in s wet scason, and that sych fuilures
ariso from the dry state of the land, combined with the ef-
fect the atmospheric influence has on the plant, impading,
its germinative powers, by which the set becomes in a stag-
nant state, vegetation ceasing, consequently it is destroyed
by centipedes and various insects, after throwing out small
yuny shuots, few of them rising through the surface,

Before T state the system I have found so beneficial in
scasons such as the present, Iwill just hint for the ben-
ofit of the young practitioner that it is advisable in
dronghty seasons tv keep the land well harrowed and roll-
ed in order to retain the moisture, and to put on the ma-
nure also in & moist state, ploughing it in as quick as pos-
sible, and, as potuatoes are an exhausting crop, not to sparo
the manure, that the next crop may not suffer,

There are so many systems of planting potutoes; most
.persons consider their own the best; my plan isto draw
the drills 25 inches apurt, lay in the mauure well wash-
ed, and the sets on it, ploughing them in.

We lnstly come to the system of preparing the sets, whichr
I consider of the utmost importance in _seasops when tho
land isin o drystate; it has been my invarinble practice
for the lust eight years. Mr. Cowan, to whom Lum indebt-
ed for the discovery, found the following the only effectual
remedy, after trying various experiments:—Take fresh
slacked lime, into wheh dip the cut part whilst moist, which
ahsorbs the watery part on the outside, forming a crust. I
have no doubt that such acts as s shield against the atmos-
pheric influence hence penetrating the cut part, and isalsva
substitute for the rind;hence itis that many prefer planting
whole pbtatoes, to which I have two objections—first, that
it frequently occurs that inconsequence of such a number
of eyes, small tubers are produced, and in a season when
potatoes are at & high price it is more expensive; late
years they have not been found a very profituble erop.

To return to the application of the lime: I have adopted
the system of setting a strong lad to about 7 women cut-
tingr, who spreads three bushels at a time on a floor, and
with a fine sieve shakes sume lime over them, giving
one turn, which answers the purpose of dipping, and is
more expeditious. ’ )

1 must apologise for entering into such a lengthened
statement—the importance of the subject must be my plea.
As theseason for planting is now advancing, I trust you
will do me the favour to publish in your next journal, in
order that your correspondents may have the apportunity
of trying the experiment, which I offer them with the full-
est confidence .

TIME VERSUS LIFE.
BY B. R. T. CRUCIFIX, M. D.
Sherwood, Gilbert, and Piper, Paternoster-row.

This work might not have been inappropriately named
Prudence versus Time, as showing how much the ravages
of time are accelerated or retarded by a, prudent course of
living. The following extracts will exhibit the character
of the work more strikingly than we can describe it ;—

« After much consideration it is here endesvoured to
place the subject in question in a form, tangible alike to
the profession and the public. The plan aud scope of the
argument will develop themselves more clearly as the par-
ticulars arve opened ; at present it may be sufficient to
premise that the following pages may be considered as an
attempt to trace the causes which accelerate the destructive
influence of time on the human species, and-to point out the
measures (medicinal, dietetic, and.moral) by whick that in-
| fluence can be so far. modified, that, in many cases, life may

be preserved to the ordinarg peried, or.even, in. some instans
ces, extended beyond it.” .

« What liquid dict is most favourable to lungevity # This
question can no more be replied to from appropriate:and
authentic records of experience than'in the,case with ves-
pect to solid food. Yet, if we take that which appears a
fair rule, viz.. that whatever has. a manifest téndency to
produce disease tends toshorten life most rapidly, we shall
estublish very readily what liquids favour the operation'of
time in the greatest.degree, namely, all vinous.and spirite
uous drinks, however disguised, diluted, or modified ; and,
on the.other hand,.we may.infer with equal certainty, from:
the opposite series of facts, that water, of the ordinary
purity 8s found-in;the earth, is that which supportslife the
bongest., . . .. .l 4 e

“But in, what degree the artificial drivks that aretaken

by 21l pgtions injure.or nourish, is a problem much more
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