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the nails, and thrust nîy hand tee his
side, I wili iot beieve--v. 2,5. There
va.s no good reason for titis obstinate
caution and incredulity. Did it'iipiy a
doubt of the veracity of the witnesses?
Or did it imply a resolution that hae
wvould believe no fact unless hae saw it
wvith hie own cyes? I amn indlined to
the opinfeon that neither of thesc was
very cistinctly intended. But under,
the influence of doubt and disappoint-
ment, hie had viewed too strongly the
inexplicable mystories connected with
the fate of his crucifled Master, and
cou Id not now confide in any tbing un-
less his eyes saw it; and, therefore,
though half persuaded of the Lord's
xesurreetion by the testimony of otii-
erxs, bils keart wvould have treated it
as a thing unprovcd, unlese some clear-
er inanifestion had been given him.

Il was to a disciple laboring under
this imperfection of character that aur
Saviour condescended to, aake the dlis-
Covcry that should reniove it, V. £6..29;

-Id the use which I propose Dow to
ke of this subjectis te point out soet

oi the evils resulting froin that unreason-
able scepticism wvhicL± Thomas avowcd,
and tie rcascnscf thatblessediesswhich
the Saviaur here pronounces upon themn
*thiat have not seen andyet have believed'.1

1. 1 shall point out sente or the evils
resulting front that uinreasonable scep-
ticism which Thomas avowed:...

1. The mani who acts uponthe princi-
1 le of believing nothing but what he secs
-a princîple that may be implied in the
avowal of the doubting disciple-cuts
himsecf off fromn some of the most val-
uable and interesting knowledgc. Ilo
inuet remnain ignorant of the origin o?
thc world; for it is by faith, (nlot by
sight,) we understand that tire world
-vas franied by tire word ofGoa. lth-
eut this principle thre history cf ail past
ages would be te 1dim ait utter blatih, or

wvould seem pcoplcd nlot %vath veritici4
but with fictions. Even the contemnpp-
raneous transactions of distanit land8
would share the saine fate, aud thc pre-
sent and actual history of Arabia and
thre East, for instance, wou Id be regard-
cd au wo do the tales of the Arabùin
nigirte. The light of science toc would
be extinguished as well. as the light of
history; for to the great mass of man-
kind its discoveries are what their eyes
have net seen, nor can see. la thero
one in a hundred thousand, even of
those who have embracedl thre systemr of
modern astronomny, who have seen the
five moons cf Jupiter, or who Pre able
to distinguisir that planet front thre oth-
er radiant points that adorn thre sky?
Even among scientiic men, how terri-
ble would be the curtailment of their
knowledge, if they adniitted notbiug,
but the, actual resuits cf their own in-
vestigations (!)-But without proceed-
inginto thre higher regions cf knowlcdgc
for illustration cf evils that wvould arise
front sucir an unrcasonable scepticism,
I would say, that books would be ren-
dercd uscless by it, for books are chief.
ly the rcords cf past thîngs; that hu-
mnan testirnony îvould bc annihilated, on
which we arc dependent for irai? our
6afety and enjoynrent; that hoe who
doubted the testimony cf competent
and veracious witnesses-declarinig they
had seen their rîsen Mfaster-mighit on
tire sanie -rounds have doubted wheth-
er tire mai iro called father, or thre %çe-
man bce called mnother, were really de-
serving cf thre namne.The avower cf
sucir a scepticisor cuts himself offYfromn
soine cf tire mnost valuable and interet-
ing knowledge.

2. Again, to nct on stuci a sceptical
principle, lilat, wvc will believe nothing-
cxccpt on tire evidence o? aur own son-
ses, %vould intýoducc innuinerable evil-3
ilte tire ordinary trancactions cf Jifé.-


