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ihe stability of the systemn andI tlie-smnllness of itq
iurbamîcés, are ail fotind in co îbinmtigii. Doerali

eLis iinply both clear purpose anîd profouîmtd s<mll 1

Tt is diflicult ta convey an aldequate tntion of tlî'*
titreme cotnlexity ofthe task nlîus executtd. A natin-
terof bodies, ail attracîmmg eacm othier, are to bie taro-
Éed in sucli a mnncnr that their revolutions shah
tepaermamient andI stable, alîeir Mutual perturbations
always smnall. If wc retura tau the basin with its
rlling balis, by wlmîcl we bctorc representeil the
molar SYStent, w'e nuist complicate witli new candi.
dons the trial of skill whicb we sulpased. The
problem miust now bie ta project nt once seven such
halls, ail connectard by strings wlîiclî influence thlmir
morenenls, sa thmat ecî may lait its respective mark.
And we nwust furîlmer suppose, thmat tlîc marks arc ta
be hait after ninny thousand revolutions of tue bouls
No onc will imaginé tîmat this could lie donc by acci-
dent.

la tluct it is allowcd b>' ait tlmose Who have consia-
Cedi thtis subjecî, that sucli à coincidence of tige cxist
io- state with tige niecsianical requisites of perîna-
sene>' cannot be accidentai. Laplace lias attempterd
tu calculatc the probabihity tlîat it is flot the result of
jaccident. He limies into accaunt, in addition ta the
motions whjch we have mnentionedl, the revolutions of
:lhe satellites about their printari.s, and of the Sun andI
plaets aliout their axes: andI lie finds that tîmere is a
probabilit>', for laigher timan that wlîich wc have for
the greater part of undoubtcd histnrical evemits, tbiit
ihese appearances are flot the efreet of chance. 1 Wc
ougglmt, tîerefore," lic says, «I'ta believe, %vith at least
thme sanie confidence, tliat a primitive cause bas di-
maced tic planetary motions."

The solar system is thus, b>' the confession of ail
iades, comnplectely dîfferent fromn an>' thing wvhicli we
mig-ht anticipate fromi the casual aperation of ils knowms
laws. The laws of motion arc no less obeycd ta tige
Inter in tmc rnost irregular tImon in thec most regular
motions; noa less in tîme varicdl circuit of the bail
whicb flics round a tennis court, than ini the going of
à dock; ao less in thme fantastical jets and leaps wlic
barealiers mnake wlmen tlîry burst iii a carner o ' a rocky
shore, than in the steady swell of the open sen, The
laws of motion alune will not produce the reg-ularity
wliich we admire in thc mations of the licavcnly ho-
dies. There must lie an original adjustmcnt of tic
system on wlmich these la'vs aie to net i a selection of
the arbiîtrar>' quantities wimicl tlîey are to involvc ; a
pr'iiye cause wlmlch aliall dispose flic cirments iii
due relation ta each cather, in order tîmat regular recur-
reace may accampaay constant change ; that perpetuol
motion mny lie combiaed with perpetual, stabîlity ;
that derangements wlmicli go on increasing for t!mou-
sands and for millions of years may finally cure tlîcm
selves; andI thmot tie sanie laws wimich leat ie planets
blig-hily aside tram tlseir paths, may narrowly limit
tlmatir devia.tiuns, and brin, tliern back frein ilir aI-

Motimperceptible wanderings.

If a man dock; nat derny limaI nny pî«0l,, rctlinri-
y ils tlwe dil'a-asilm l'a f tige jkmm'is %- itisit, gi <-gmmî tm ige
-.ilmi coll *'d afq 1V% kt! lie. of a - gial Ull iem.ý' alil '. ai -l L,î.

i îp s.-, l i s îliiilit tii imIJ 1ie i, *: 1--.1114 logik
Iîmr (!viimice aism mmger t li timal %v lîem t iii .,*t .,lly is
Of I the ililitîmmeramI IC 1mnibIeci C&.s t sysl -lus,
guvermed by the exisîmmg l:iws oft tfmrme itmmd monmimm,
mîmat 011e is sel.îctei wlmicji abîme îrilires such i nstad-
amt ieriodicit>', sucli a comsîmîmîst #%vriîê. of circula-

stances, as are, so far as wc c.îmm romîceive, mnecessary
cnditions for the existence of mîrgamuic amid %eticnt
lite. Amit tîmis scîcmion is sa far frmîîmm hein.; ai obvi-
eus or casily discavecd meauns îa this e-nd, timat the
mnost pronunmd andI attenîtive considrtiom of dîia, pro.
perties of space andtIimuimaber, %viîl ail the appliamîces
andI aids wc can obtiin, are. barely stîfficient ta enable
as ta sec that, the emnd is tlîus secuired, ant lit it con
bce secured in mio other way. Stirely the obviaus ima-
pression wlîiclî arises troîn Ibis view of tbe subjeet is,
that thc solar system, Witt% ils adjustmnents, is the
work oftan intelligence, who perceives, as seîf-evident,
tîmose truthls, ta wmic we attain patînfully andI slowly,
amîd aller aIl inipertectly; wlîalbas employed in every
part of creation refined coatrivances, wlîmcl we con
onl>' with effort umderstand , and who in innuinera-
bIc instances, exlîihits to us what we should look tîpon
as reinrkable difficultirs remarkably overcome, if it
wcre flot thont, tlmrouffli tige pefection of the pro-
vision, the trace of tlîe diflicult>' is almost abutera-
ted.--IFVoII.

Tiin UsivEnsc.-We look upan tlîe universe, its im-
measurable spaces, andI its inaumerablespmcres, as a fui-
1>' cxprcssed symnbal of PowEn, but as a partiall>' ex-
pressed synibol of WisoM-;we sa>' partiali>', Wie
cause ît is haerd>' at ail b>' tîme eye, andI onl>' in degree
b>' the inferences of semence, that the construction of
tîîms stupendous work is at present cogaizable. But
we do aot forget tîmat it isi b>' accommodation ta our
own modes of thinking that we 3peak of the power
andI wisdoin of GotI dt3izaaire4m, andI that, in truth,
uliese attributes are relations only of thec one undîvi-
dcal andI umîdistiîîguishcd Infinite Nature. This saine
celestial structure, therefore, coulai we examine àt
throug-hout, would be foutid ta, exhibit ever>' oflier at-
tribuir, in act, aviîli ' an equal or proportionatc intessity.
rite power lais not gone further than the wisdomi noir
these funieir thon tic gootIncss, or lbe rectitude ; anal
mue umiverse is doubtlcss as great in every sense, as it
is great, in mecre dimension, and in number of. parns.
Tt is os if, uponi tlîa palace aai of the Supreme, a
bond wcrc scen wîitiag -aircady it bas wriuen, in
our view-< Power,' and partI>' Wisdom, but ktiow-
mng whose name it is, of wbich tîîis writing ls Use ini-
liat portioni, we well kmiow that the entire inscription
*nust, run on iiiucli fUrtlltr.-Ah!/iC4ZI TlCUry Of
* :nb.icr Liue.


