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TWaken'd up from wrail to fee,
Lidden n.the Savigut'a slde,

Uy theSpirit suuuulu.

Teach e, Laml on castli 1o show
By my lore, how wueh 1 owe.

OR.E walk heneath tha cloud,

Dark us mldight’s gloviny shirouds
But when fear Is ut the Ucipliy,
Jesus comes, and all s lgnt :
Blewsed Jesus, bid o show

w much 1 owe.
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A CALL TO PRAYER.

By mue Rev. J. C. Rree, B. A., Cunier'’s Cuioren,
Oxronp, Recrox oy Hewminouay, © UFFOLK.

+3fen quzht slwass to peay’—(Luke xvifi. 1.)
7 will ihet wen pray everswliere”—{.Tim. 3. 8.}

(Continued.)

Reader, T do not deny that 2.man may pray with-
out heart, and without sincerity. 1 do nov pretend
to say, that the mere fact of @ perscn praying proves
everything about hisroul. Asin every other part
of roligion, 5o also in this, there is plenty of dccep-
tion and hypoerisy.

But this I dosoy—that not praying is a clear proof
that a.man i3 nod yer o true Christian. Ho cannot
really feol his sins.  He cannot love God.  Ho can-
got feel himself a debtor to Christ. ‘Ho cannat long
afterholizess.  Hle cannot desire heaven. I has
yet to bo born again.  He has yer to be made a new
creature. TIo may boast constantly of eleetion, grace,
faith, hope and knowledge, and deceive ignorant peo-
ple. But you may rest assured that it is all vain
talk, ¢ Ze does no! proy.

And I say, furthermore, that of all- the evidences
of tho real work of the Spirit, a halit of hearty pri-
vate prayer is one of tho most satisfactory that can bo
pamed. A man may preach from false motives. A
man may write booke, and make find speeches, and
seer diligent in good works, and yet e a Judas Ts<
<arigt, But a man seldom .goes into his closct, and
pours oat bis soul Leforo God in secret, unless he is
in camest  The Lord Tiwself has .ct Bis stamp
on pryeras the best proof of a truc convendon
When he sent Anapias to Saul in Damaseus, lle
zave hin noother evidence of his change of heart
Aban this—* Belcld ke prayeth.” (Actsix. 11.)
" T know much may 5o on in a man’s mind Lefore
he is Lrought to pray. o mnay bavo many convie-
tions, desires, withes, feelingg, jotentious, resolutions,

hopes, and fears.  But all these things are very un-

e nothing more than  head “knowledge and party

spirit.. We want to know whellier you are actually
acquainted with the throno of grace, and whether you
can speak t6 God as well as speak adout God.

Reuder, do you wish to find out whether you aro a
true Christiun ¥ Then rest axsured that my guestion
i3 of the very first importance—Do You Pray.

111. T-ask whether you pray, because there isno
duly i reliyion someglected us private prayer.

We live in days of abounding religious profession.
There are more pluces of public worship now than
ever were before.  Thero are inore persons attending
them than thervo ever was beforo.  And yet in spite
of all this publio religion, 1 believe there is a vast
negleet of private pmyer

I shounld not havesaid so a few yearsaga. I
once thought in my ignorance that most people said
their prayers, and many peoplo prayed. T have lived
to think differently. I bave come to *he conclusion
that the great mnjority of professi ¢ Christians do
not pray at all.

I know this sounds very shocking, and will startle
many.  But 1 am satisfied that prayer is just one of
these things which wasthoughta *¢ matter of courre,”
and like many matters of course is shumefully neg-
lected. It is * qverylody’s business,”” and as it
often-happens in such cases, is a buriness earried on
by very few. Tt is ono’ of the private transactions
Letween God and our souls which no eye sees, and
thercfore one tucre is every temptation to pass over
znd leavo ungone.

I believe that thoussnds ncver say a word of
proyer at all. They cat. They drink.  They sleep.
They rise. They go forth to their labor.  They return
to their homes. They breathe Uod's air.  They see
God's sun. They walk on God's carth  They
cnjoy God's mercice.  They have dying budics.
They havo- judgement and eternity hefore them.
But they never speak (o God. They live like the
beasts that peribh.  They behave like crestures
without svuls. They have not one word to say to
Rim in whose hiands are their hife, and breath and
all things, »nd from whose mouth they nust ono day
receivo their cverlasting sentence.  Ilow dreadful
this scems! Butif tho seerets of men were only
known, huw commen.

I beiieve there aro tens of thousanids whose pray-
ers are nothing but amere form—a sct of words
rcpc..lcc] by roto, without a thought about their
meaning. Some eay bver a fow hasty sentences
picked up in the narsery when they were children.

lla\c you forgotten that it is no? nafuralto any
one to pray ? The carnal mind is enmity against God.
The desiro of man’s heart is to get far.away from God,
and have nothing to do with Him. His feeling to-
ward Him is not love but fear. Why then - should
a man pray when he has no real seuse of sin, no real
feeling of spiritual wants—no thorough beliefin uo-
seen things—no desiro after holiness-and heaves ?
Of all these things the vast m:gonty of men knop
ond feel nothing.  The multitude walkia the broad
way. I cannotforget this. Therefore, I say boldly,
1 Lelievo that few pray.

Have you forgotten that itis not fashionable to
pray ? Itis just ono of the things thut many would
bo rather ashamed to own.  There are hundreds who
would sooner storm a breach, or lead a furlorn hopo,
than confess publicly that they make a habit of pray-
er.  There are thousands who, if obliged by chante
t sleep in the same room with a strunger, will lie
down in bed without a prayer. To dress well, o
go to theatres, to bo thought clever and apgme-
able—all this is fashionable, but not to pray.

Have you forgotten the lives that many live 1—
Can we really believe that people are praying againgt
gin night and day, when wo seo them plungiing right
into it? Can wo supposo they pray agninst the
world, when they are cutirely absorbed and takbh \ap
with its pursuits? Can we really ask God for
grace to servo Him. when they do not show ske
slightest desire toserve Hlimat all ? Oh ! no! itiés
plin as daylight thatt ¢ great majority of mea
cither ask nothing of God, or do nof-mean what they
say when they do ask—which is just the same ﬁnng
Praying and sinning will never live togelhcr in the
samoheart.  Prayer will consume #in, or sin will
choke prages. T eannot forget this. 1look at men's
lives. I believe that few pray.

Have you forgotien the deaths that many die?—
Iow many, when they dmw near death, seem entire-
ly strangers to God  Not only are they sadlyig-
norant of His Gospel, but sadly wanting in the power
of speaking to Mim. There is a terriblo awkward-
uess, and shyness, in their endeavors to approzch
Him. They seem to be taking up a fresh thing.
They appear as if they vmntcd an introduction to-
God, and csif they had never talked with him befors.
T remember having heard of alady who was anxious
to have a minitter to visit her in her lnst illness.
She desired that he would pray with her. Ha
asked ber what he should pray for. She did not
know and could not tell.  She was uttezly unable to



