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ly know, and on whie. it is noecssary fshalH say to you, is a Word of liistrue-
16 speak. On other occasions, Silence tion.
*is preterable to speech. Peace and Examne every word and syllable,
Silence are the best asylurn of a quiet and you wili perceive notlîing vain,
consncience. A person that speaks too. nothing superfluous, nothing tr.u;tl.ess-
M'uch, is a city without a watt, a house but ail foul of Nvisdomi, of gravity, of si-
without a door, a vessel without a cover, lence ! Observe, too, ber hoiy silence
a horse without a rein. Be si eni, thcrc- w ith regard to St. J oscph. 'Mien sie

-fore, if you itsh to be secure. appeared to him to bc pregnant, lie
Our holy Mother, Mary, the Mother 1 neither dared to pronounice ier guilty,

,of God, who was fuilt of -ra ce, and the 1nor -wished to explore the nature of the
mirror of ail virtues, was most remark- mystery, but he wishied to abandon ber
-able for ber love of silence. privately. The Viroeiii, Who ivas fuil

St. Bernard, aliuding to lier extraor. of God, muust have perceived this. She
'dinary silence, says, 1 If ïVe Wveil rc-, 'must have observed biis doubts, his sur-
ineruber, tbrougliout every text of the prise, hiis. aitered behaviour, aîid yet,
;Four Evai gelist s, M1a.ry is bear' tin she is sifent fShec secs hierseif about
speak but four tinies ;-first, indo2 te t be abandotied, and yct she is silent,
the Angel, but not until lie Jîad repeat- She knows the promises of the Ano.el
-edly spoketi to lier. Second iy, to Eli- te be niost certain, and yet, she is sulent.
-zabetil, when the voice of lier saluta- She observes ber spou.se wavering in
lion caused the Baptist to exuit in bis bis op'inion of lier fideiity, and stili she
-Mother's, womb. Thirdly, to ber Son, is sient. O admirable silence of Mary
'when be was twel ve -years old, whien 0 silence fuil of confidence in God !
she t1old i u that herself and bis Father j Xhwi the promnises of hcaven were
bad been searching for hiin iin sorrow. conipleted, %ý iui she brought forth the

Forhy, at t4e marriage of Cana, to Redeemer ftewrdwe h e
*her Son and to the attendants." hield the Shepherds of Bethlehem ini a-

Nowi, if we cotint. ber %words, as the £duration before hini, and heard the An-
words of Christ on die Cross are nuni- jgelie mîusic which proclaimed bis birth,
'bered', we shaUîl find that they also a- whcn she perceived the King's of the
mount ïa Seven.» East condurtcd by a star to the ma.ng.r

The first; the salutation of Elizabeth, of his nativity, offèring huiiii profound
is 2 WIOrd tf Charity. h"imag-e their richcst treasures, ivas she

The second ; _My soul magnifies the, elated? Did 1her joy break forth in
Lord, is a Word of Th)auk,-sgiviig. worts? Did she express one word of

The third ; How can that be since I'deligit or satisfaction ? :No, iiot one
knowv not n;in ? is a Word of Cha,-stity. 1Extraordinary silence of the Mlother

.The fourth. l3ehold the handmaid ,tof God ! Whilst others espressed their
-of the Lord, be it done-to me accord- iadmiration of these ivonders 'M-ýary,'
ing to tby woid, is a Worid of hiumility. says the Evangeiist, treasured. up ali
*The fifth. Soniwh 'hast thou done these words in ber licart.'

so0 to us ? is a Word of Grief. jLet us contemplate now, ber silenae
The sixt~h. They have ne -%vine, is a during the Passion of ber Son.- No

Word of Cornmiseration' one could fr-el his .sufferings more -acute-
,"The' kÏenth. Db -whatýeevcr Ihe - y thia sle did, but she ntyor spea:i.


