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Coitnued ltow our lest.

But to rerurn to rny narrative :We knocked at
the convent gate, iuhereunon a v'erîerabie inoisk.
%% ith a long silvery beard and cheerful look, camne
out to receive us. Ile ýia1uted us riglat graciousiy,

himbe.sglîîz~~f to the ground, ivhichi rcinded us
oi the siîpluvity of patriarchal tinties. Th len lio
cor-dutted us to the church, %%,here we saw inany of
tLe hermits kneiing, ivith their haands joined, in
profound meditation. 'l'lie stiliness pervadiîg
cvery thing was sublime :one had left the noisy
%voild, one Lulield mien living a life of angelc upon
eai iii. Oh ! liov bicsscdt is thîs forni of divine
life ! imow enviable is the lot of those, ivlio have
received fromn God (lie -race to embrace it ; whàt
peace, what tranquility, what recollection, what
union of the seul .%ith God ! 0, angelical state!
0, lieaven upon eit-h ! %vînt tongue can ever
pr.aibe thco as thuu drsei-vest ?

But in describîng the holy inmnates of tais siered
cloisteir, the beautics of tlhý chîîrchi itseif iust flot
hbe passed by. It is a noble building of eonsidera-
bic size, the interier is entirely enerusted.over
wîith rnarhles, and adornéd %vith prerfous stenes,
the gifts of faithful nobles anid princes. There
arc inany side chapeis %vith splendid aita?s, adorn-
cd with flowers, and over thein devritt pictures.
The massive candiesticks and iain;s of silver form
ni> nan ornament in ibis soiemoi ten-pile. But
%%!Io shall describe the grandeur of tho sacred
chant -b th pealing of thse organ, the soneretss

îc~of the inniz2, the clear high niotes of the
anipýcAl novices, whose youthful beauty and
devout faces beamed with the joys of Ifeaven ?
0, how biessed are bhey who thus' bear part with
tbbc lieavei;.ly choirs, ini the uneeasîng praise of the
EBternal ? And thriee hzappy the land, that has~
reccived the -race to prcLent se loveiy an offéring
t e tIhe Lord of the universe ? This suggests an
objection oflen advanced by thiose unfortrîriate
ceuls, who have bat! the miseiv te be born out of
thc !oid of the hely Catholie Church ; they conti-
naay nsk of what use to the %yorid are sucli nxo-
nastie inlsti!utians ? 0f what use indeed ? Let
lai-.) %vhoý has been tauh t bv~ the saered seriptures
the efflcacy of prayer, answer this question. Does
not tlhe bckof GeMpsis record the poiver of
Abraham's intercession, and the gracious promise
that ten just souls shouid save even the guiiby
Sodoîn , Howv often u~as net Jerusalem pardoned
far tile sake of hiy k:gDavid ?2 What %vas net
the lui ce of king Ilezckiah's prayer And dîd
flot the temporal prosperity of the people of God
depcnd upon the mnts of tbc prophet Elias ?
And does flot S. Jamzes deelare that the fervent
prayer of the just mari availeth înuch ? And shal
%ve prestime to, question that Christian states have

owed their safety and prosperity to the praycrs of
these hoiy reluses, of men who endeavour to live
only for God, and who, seek to serve his Divine
Majesty wvith the purity of angels,, and the niiost
sublime perfection ? And can it be doubted that
sich a state of lifé is plcasing to God and condu-
cive ta sanctification ? Those, at least, who have
reaà of Elias, wvlo have heard of S. John the I3ap-
tist irn the desert, or who have reniarked how the
holy gospels record tiîat our Lord used to, retire for
the purpose of piayer to solitary places, to moun-
tains andl gardens, %% illflot doubt it. In the primni-
tive ages of the church, %%itlî ihat fervour wvas the
rnonastic state embraced t Ail ages, 3exes, and
ranks, eageîly entered into a rule of life, whieh
%vas so ca lculated to secuie salvation. The deserts
of Egypt %were peopied with recluses ; and ail
over the east and w~est, wherever the gospel iw-
received, croiwds of hoiy souls attestcd the faith À
the ehurch on this point. Even before the birth
of Christ, men, w~ho were guidcd by the sole ligbt
of reason, con fessed the force of this trulli ; many
of the beathen philosophera tauglit the excellence
of a silitary life, and that the perpetual conteni-
plation of the chief good wvas the most sublime
employnmeat for man. The objection of some
inis,,u:Iied setaries against celibaey and abstinence
froin flesh ineat, as fluifilling the predietion of S.
Paul, that seducing spirits shouid arise forbidding
o0 marry and to cat meats, is realiy too childish luo

rejoiy to. The more leartied conimentators of tlhe
Chui-ch of England have ever intprpreted that
text, as referring to se,-i of hieretics, %Nho in the
early ages of the chureh declared that înarriage
wvas unlawful, and that certain kinds ci meats %vert:
unclean. That profound divine of the Anglica;
churcli, Mr. Riliert Nelson, in bis learned ivorks
on the Fasis anû Festivals, admairably refuies this
objection. Il It cannot be supposed," says he,
Il that by abstaining from nieats, S. Paul should
nieasi the duty Of fasting : because that wvas ob-
sei ved by devout men, and acceptable to God,
both under the Old and New Testament ; and
our Saviour himself hath givep directions concern-
ing the performance of it, in bis admirable Sermon
upon the Mount. And our apostle practi "sedl it aiso
upon several occasions. 'J7herefore, it is most
probable lie doth therein condemn thse opinions of
some ancient heretics, that dcparted froin the faith,
ivho as they excluded those from; salvation that
engaged in niatrimony, so they belil the eating th~e
flebh of aiy livingc ereatores unlawful a doctrine
very likely borrowved from Pythagoras and bis fol-
lowecrs, being defended with such variéty of learn-
ing by Plorphyry."1 Nor indeed is amny. o "ther
interpretation of those werds of S. Paul consistent
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