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T HE ineral output of the province for the past
Vear shows, as to the gross value of the pro-
duct. a distinct gain over the preceding year,

and, as a matter of fact, is the greatest ever made by
our mines, except that of io. This gross value for
1904 is $18,977,359, and represents an increase over
1903 of $1.481,405, or about 8.5 per cent.

An analysis of the returns for the whole province
shows, however, that this increase lias not been general
or equal in the various districts, or as to the varions
minerals produced. The placer gold output shows an
increase of $44,88o, which is mainlv attributable to
one district-Atlin, the other districts onlv about hold-
ing their own : while in those districts where the placer
gold is obtained fron the river bars, exposed only at
lowest water, there is this vear a marked falling off in
production, since the spring opened up early and the
gradual melting of the snow in the mountains prevent-
ed any extremes of high or low water, so that the bars
were iot exposed, and, therefore, could not bc worked
in the usual nanner.

The districts showing an increased output this year,
naméd in the order of precedence, were East Kootenay,
the Boundarv, the Coast, and the Slocan, while the
greatest decrease was in the Rossland camp, this last
being accotunted for by changes in the management of
sone of the producing companies, and by experiments
being conducted as to the best methods of treatment
of the low-grade ores of the camp, these temporarily
retarding the output.

The tonnage of ore actually being mined in the prov-
ince has perhaps a more direct bearing upon the gen-
(ral business prosperity of the local community than
have the values produced, inasmuch as it represents
the ainount of vork actually taking place, and in this
respect the vear 1904 shows a very greatly increased
output of ore, amounting to 1,461,609 tons, an increase
over the preceding year of 175,433 tons, or nearlV 14
per cent.

To say that this increase was made chieflv Uy the
Boundarv. East Kootenav and Slocan districts, scarce-
lv does tliese districts full justice, for not only have
they made the increase shown, but they have also off-
set decreases in certain other districts.

In discussing the increase ii tonnage of ore iiined
it must be remembered that the tonnage mîinîed in 1903,
tlan whiclh that of 1904 is greater hv 14 per cent, was
itself greater than that of the preceding year (1902)

hv about 29 per cent, so that, looking back two years,
it is found tlat the tonnage output increased iii these
two vears about 46 per cent.

The numîflber of mines shipping in 1904 was 142, as
against 125 in 1903, an inîcrease of 17, of which 15
were in the silver-lead district. These, however, ship-
ped less than ioo tons each during the year. Of these
142 mines shipping, there were only 76 that shipped
100 tons during the ycar 1904. as against 74 in 1903,

indicating that there lias belen no material addition to
the larger shippers, such increase as lias been made
in.the number of shipping mines being confined to the
snaller high-grade properties, and being. in reality
largely due to the introduction of the "tribute systeii"
of mining. The total number.of men employed during
the year in tliese shipping mines was almost exactly
the samne as in 1903, viz.: 3,306 as conpared with
3.303.

The following table shows the number of metal-
.liferous mines which shipped ore during the past year,
together with the location of these mines and the num-
ber of men employed both above and below ground:-

TABLE SHOWING DISTRIBUTION OF SHIPPING MINES IN 1904.
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Cassiar:
Skeena .. .. .. ....

East Kootenay:
Fort Steele.......
Windernere......

West Kootenay:
Ainsworth........
Nelson .. .. .. ....
Slocan..........
Trail..·. ·........
Other divisions

Lillooet..........
Yale:

Boundary........
Ashcroft-Kamloops

Coast............

.& b

Z5 7

Men Employed
in These

Mines.

303 2 1 7 9 16

76,895 • 2 2

365 5 I

14,569
74,442

70,296
312,991

26,494
40

801,25
1,906

81,383

Total .. . . .. .. 1,461,609
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439 276 715
40 20 6o

119 105 224

2,143 1,163 3,306

In explanation of the table, it should be said that in
its preparation, a mine employing 12 men for four
months is credited in the table with four men for 12

montlis, so that the total given is less than the actual
nunber of individuals who workel iii mines during
the year.

The "labour employed to the ton of ore ninied"
forms some criterion of the total cost of miniing iii a
camp, since the cost of labour is in a more or less
constant proportion to such total cost. In this respect
it is interesting to note in the various districts the num-
ber of tons of ore mined to cach man employed. An
analvsis of the above table shows, approximnately, that,
taking the province as a whole, there were 443 tons
of ore mined for each man eiiployed about the mines.
In this respect, however, the districts varv very ma-
turiallv, since in the Slocan district the figures show
1 14 tons mined to the tnan in the vear, in the Nelson
district 280 tons, in the Trail creek (Rossland) district
4oo tons, and in the Boundary 1,121 tons.

Such generalisation, of course, does not apply ex-
actlv to any, one mine, but only to the district, and in
the first two districts mentioned the mines varv un
ciaracter so greatly, soie having highi-grade shipping
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