120

THE COMMERCIAL,.

Grain Trade Gossip.

Continucd from page 117,
his attachment to one buyer that he would
not ovon allow othors to louk at his grain,
Farmers who soll this way year after yoear to
one buyer have confidenco in their man and
they bolieve that he will give thom tho best
prico that is going, without going around to
get bids from the othors. Of course, not a
groat many of the farmers are so conservas
tivo and confiding as this, but it is pleasing
to find oven a fuw of them of this ais-
position, in view of the offorts of some
sonsational nowspapors aud agitators to make
tho farmers boliove that thoe grain men are
all thieves, rogues, swindlers and all arvund
villains.
L x

Lake froightsaro booming. Prices declined
2¢ per bushel on wheat in Manitoba country
markets, asshown by our report & week ago,
but this has been ontirely offset by tho ad-
vance n the lake freights, Rates to Buffalo
have advanced from 8¢ per bushel to 6¢ per
bushel on whoat since the season oponed
Wo predicted highor freight rates in our last
issue, but before the paper had got into cir-
cualation ratea touched 6c. A year ago the
rate to Buffalo was 8c, while a week carlier
than this date last year rates were at 2§c.
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Information was recoived from Ottawa on
Tuesday that the government had finally
decided by order in cuuncil toexcludescoured
wheat from the No. 1 hard grade. This
decision was fully expected. in view of the
recommendation of the standards board.
Just here we may state that considerable
misunderstanding has been oreated by the
action of the government 1 the matter of
scoured wheat.  First an order was passed pro-
hibiting this mixing, but is was shortly
afterwards withdrawn. This raised a great
hue and cry from a fow interested persons
and was takbn up vigorously by the oppusi-
tio. papers, which are always locking for
some ground for attack upon the government.
When the matter is understood, however.
the action of the goverament will be seen to
have been perfectly proper. Thegovernment
withdrew its first order shortly after it had
been passed, in order to sllow the western
standards board to express an opinion on the
question first. In view of the great diversi-
ty of opinion upon this question, the action
of the government in awaiting an opinion
{rom the trade was commendable. It was
eminently proper that the persons who are
directly interested in the matter should be
given an opportunity to express their opnion
upon the question. The question of politics
should rot be allowed to enter into a matter of
this kind, but politics has certainly had a
great deal to do with this agitation regarding
mixing wheat. Some persous who are notex-
trome partisans thomselves, were evidently
misled into condemning the government in
this matter, by the bluster of the party press.
T'he opinion of The Commercial 1s vhat the
‘¢ sober second thought *’ of the government
in withdrawing tho order until tho board
could be heard from, wae a wise movo.
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Full particulars cre not to hand regarding
the latest order-in-council in relation to
mixing. It i3 understood, howover, that
while scoured wheat has been excluded from
the No. 1 hard grade, that the instructions to
the inspectors will be such as to permmt the
mixing of scoured wheat 1n the other grades.
It is also understood that tho iuspectors will
bo instruoted to grade wheat according to the
act so far as weight is concerned, when the
wheat is equal to the standard samples in
other respects. For example, the weight of
No. 1 hard is to bo not less than 60 pounds
to the bushel, according to the ect, while the
standard samples are about 623 pounds per

bushel. Inmspectors, howevar, will be in-
structed to grade a 60 pound sample as No. 1
hard, if it is up to tho roquiroments of tho
standord sample in other respects.

* *

A roport from Ottawa says: ‘‘An ordar
in-council has boon passed fixing inspeotion
fees for grain at G0 cents por car when in-
spacted on rail, and 50 cents per thousand
bushels whon inspected into vessels. The
inspootor i3 to ronder monthly acceunts of all
rocoipts ¢ «d expenditures, and after deduct-
ing paymonts which he may havo made to his
deputies, and all exponses imcurred in con-
nection with his office, he is to romit to the
rocoiver-general all amounts yeceived by him
abovo the sum of 81,000, which will be his
maximum salary. JIf this roport proves true,
it will doubtless stir up strong opposition in
the grain trade, 2s it simply amounts to an
attempt of tho government to make money
out of tho grain trade  The inspection feo
on wheat has always beon 60 ccnts per car at
Winnipeg and Fort William. This did not
leave a very largo aggregate sum to the in-
spectors 1in the earlier years, but lately
owing to the largoe quantities of wheat in-
spected at Fort William, the inspector there
has been making a big thing out of it, The
Winnipog grain exchange recently paised a
resolution asking that the government reduce
the inspection fee to 40 cents per car. The
govornment is disregarding the resolution
and will not reduco the fee, but instead of
allowing the inspectors to retain the total
amount collected, they are now to be called
upon to pay all over $1,000 to the government,
The government should certainly not sesk to
make money out of the rain trade, and if
this report is true, it should be resented. If
the fee, which heretofore bas gone entirely to
the inspeotors, is producing to large & sum to
the inspectors, the fee ~bonld be reduced.
Tho inspectarsare entitled to a liberal allow-
ance, a3 they are responsible to shippers for
any errors they may mak® in grading,
but the government 18 certainly not entitled
to look for a revenus out of the grain trade.
Neither the producer nor the dealers would
quietly submit to this
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Nothing has been heard from Ottawa re-
garding the sppointment of wei%hmasters,
as asked by the Winnipeg Grain Exchange,
The other resolution of the Fxchange asking
that the standards fizad for gradiag tho crop
bo rejected, h s ovidently not been regarded
with favor by the government, as no action
has been taken in this direction. though the
government appears desirous of aesctiug the
spi it of tho resolution, as it is said inspoct-
ors will beinstructed to disregard the staa-
dards in the matter of weight, and also that
they will be instructed to grade wheatin
conformity with their own judgment, if they
believe it isoqual to a certein grade, even
though itshould differ from the siandards
fixed for that grade. This will permit the
mixing of scoured wheat in other grades than
No. 1 hard. :
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Toronte Grain and Produce Market.

Wheat.—The offerings of Ontario wheat
are small and the market is firm. Cars of
rod winter sold at country points to-day at
683c. White is quoted west at 6ic. AMani-
tobs wheat, cars of No. hard sold Toronto
and west at 69¢; 5,000 bushels of No. 1 hard
rold Montreal freights at 703c and 10,000
bushels of No. 1 nurthern sold at 633c afloat
Midland.

Flour.—Cars of straight roller are quoted
Toronto freights 4t §3 to $3.03.

Millfeed. --Cars of shorts aro quoted at §15
and bran at 812 Turouto freights.

Barloy.—Dull and prices nominal ot 40c
for No. 1 and 82¢ for cars of feed in the
country. .

Oats,—~Dull and weaker, Cars of mixzed
Sgld at country points at 2lc and white at
2240.

utter.—Tho rocpipts of choice continue
suall, bab thero is a great deal of poor stuff
offoring.  The best dairy tub is quoted at
15§ to 160, Low grade tubd aro nominal at

. Creamery is in fair domand and steady
at 21 to?22¢ for ralls and 19 to 20¢ for tubs,

Eggs.—The market is firm nt 16 to 153c.

Potatoos,—Cars on track here aro quoted
at 25¢,

Baled Hay.—Cars on track hore aro quoted
at $12.50,—Globe, Oct. 12.

GOING TO CHIGAGD
OR ANYWHERE EAST 7

If you are, geo that your ticket from
Minnespolis, St. Paul or Duluth reads
via . .
“ THE NORTH-WESTERN LINE”
(G St P.M. &0 Ry.)
Three (3) First Class Trains Leave
Minneapolis and St. Paul for Chicago
on arrival of trains from Winunipeg as
follows : ,
Leave Minnepolis 7.30 am; St. Paul 8 10 am

Daily. Badger State:Expross.
Has Parior Car to Chicago. Arrive
Milwaukee8.00 p.m; Chicago, 9.45 pm.

Leave Minneapolis 6.00 pm; St. Paul 6 35 pm
Bxoept Sunday. Atlantic & Southern
Express, Has Wagnar Bufiet Sleeper
and FREE Chair Car to Chicago.
Arrive Chicago 8.00 am,

Leave Mirneapolis 7.30 pm; St, Paul 8 10 pm

Daily. Famous Noxth-Western Lim-
ited. Has Paliman and Wagner Pri-
vate Compartmonts and 16 Section
Sloopers and Buffet Smoking Library
Coaches to OChicago. Slesper to Mil-
waunkee. Breakfast in Dining Oar
before reaching Chicago, Auxrive Mil-
waukeo 7.50 am; Chicago 9.80 am.

For Niustrated Folder FREE descrip-
tivo of Splendid Train Service via this
Line, to Sioux City, Omsaha, Xansas
City, Duluth, Ashlaud, as well as to
Milwaukes and Chicago. call on your
Home Agent or address

T. W. TEASDALE,
(Goneral Passenger Agent
o Dy Aeonts

WISGONSIN CENTRAL

LINEK\s.

LATEST TIMHE CARD.

Daily Through Trains,

12.45 pmf 3.2 Lv Minnoapolis. Ar] 840am)| € 20 raw
1.25 gm 7.lsg: Lv. 8t Paul Ar| 800am a«)&n
4.05 pmiLv. Duluth Ar.}11,10am
715 pmjLy. Asidand  Ar] 8.16 am
716 am!10.05 amiAr. Crloago Lv.] 6,00 40 po

Tickete sdld and bagpage checked through
points in the United su%‘g-x:ndm ugh to an

Closo sonnoction mado to Thi with all trals
Rast r.2d South, o o vaimgo with tgolog

oel"m- £l Informaslon apply to your neavest tiokoet agen

JAS. C. POND,
Gen, Pass, Agt. Wilwaukee, Wis,
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