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Mr, Blake's Position.

Hon. ldward Blake has made knowa his
reasons for withdrawing from political life.
His letter was published on the morning after
the elections, when it was too late to influence
the result. Had it been published a few weeks
sooner, it would certainly have exerted a disas-
trous intluence upon the Liberal prospects in
Ontario, and will no boubt be used with telling
effect in any by-elections which ~ay take place
in the future. Mr. Blake states that fron the
first adoption by his party of the policy of un-
restricted reciprocity, he decided that it would
be his duty to withdraw his support from this
issue, but refrained from expressing his views,
in deferenco to the wishes of his friends. Mr.
Blake says — ‘‘In our present political con.

dition, a moderate revenue tariff,approximating

to free trade with all the world, and coupled
with liberal provisions for reciprocal trade with
the States, would be, if practicable, vur best
arrangement.”

He then goes on to show that any practical
plan of free trade with the United States must
iavolve differential duties against Great Britain
and other countries. He makes the point in-
sisted upon by Tur CoMmmERcIAL, that free
trade with the republic, by whatever name it
may be known, can only Le carried into effect
in one way, and that in its practical result
commmercial union and unrestricted reciprocity
are but different terms for the same thing. Mr.
Blake says:—

«Of the financial problem presented by un.
restricted reciprocity I have scen no solution
which would leave us without a great deficit.
I have said that auy feasible plan involves
differential duties; but it does more. It in-
volves—as to the bulk by agreement, and as to
much from tho neccessity of the case-—the sub-
stantial assimilation, in their leading features,
of the tariffs of the two countrics. The absence
of agreement would give to cach country power
to disturb at will the industrial system of the
other ; and uorestricted recipiocity without an
agreed assimilation of duties iz an unsubstantial
drcam. For example, the States could not at
present, without destroying their industrial
systom, admit free our woolen or iron manu-
facturers, the produce of wood or iron frecly
imported by us from beyond the seas; nor

could we, without destroying ours, levy on raw
materials higher duties than those laid by the
States, At the same time, our revenuae necessi-
ties would constrain us to call for duties, at the
most productive (which, of course does not
mean the highest) rate, on whatever imports
might remain available to us for revenue pur-
poses. Again, differing rates of duty onim-
ported goods, of & class also producel here or
in the States, would open a wide door to frauds
on the transfers of gnods of that class between
the two countries—a door which could he but
imperfectly barred by increased, vexatious and
rigorous custom examinations into the country
of origin. Since any practicable arrangcment
does sabstantially involve, not only differential
duties, but a common tariff, unrestricted reci-
procity becomes, in these its redecming fea-
tures, difficult to distinguish from commercial
union. No manufacturer, looking to the con-
tinental market, would fix or even enlarge his
capital or business in the country of five mil-
lions, at the risk of being cut oft from the coun-
try of sixty-five millions. Our neighbors, in-
stead of engaging in maunufactures here, would
take our markets with goods manufactured
there. And our raw materials, instead of being
finished on the ground, would be exported to
be finished abroad. Uncertaioty would alarm
capital and paralize enterprise ; and therefore
1 repeat that permanence is essential to success.
I sec no plan for combining the two elements of
permanency of the treaty and variability of the
tariff which docs ot involve the practical con-
trol of the latter by the States. And I can
readily conceive conditions under which, not-
withetanding her right to threaten a with-
drawal, Canada would have muzh less influcnce
in procuring or preventing changes than she
would epjoy did she compose several states of
the union.”

Mr. Blake suins up as follows :— ‘‘Assum-
iny that absolute frec trade with the States,
best described as commercial union, may and
ought to come, I belicve that it can and
should come only as an incideot, or a%
any rate as a well uaderstood precursor of
political union ; for which, indeed, we should be
able to mako better torms beforo than after the
surrender of our commercial independence.
Then, so belicving~—Dbilioving that the decision

of the trade question involves that of tho con.
stitutional issue, for which you aro unprepared;
and with which you do not even conceive your-
solves to be dealing how can I properly
recommend you now to decide on commercial
union?”

The drift of Mr. Blake's argument is made
apparent in the last quoted paragraph abuve.
Hobelicves the trade yuestion invulves also
our political future, and that it should be
thoroughly discussed and understood on this
basis. Our future political position should not
be settled by accident or by the policy of drift,
ho urges, but should be determined by due de.
liberatiun, as becomes a free people. Belioving
therefore as he docs, that :ho sacrifice of our
commercial independence would lead to the
exsinction of our national indepsandence, he
argues that the latter mattor should be thor
oughly considered before we yield up tae
fornor.

We would advise our readers to obtain and
peruse Mr. Blake’s Jetter in full, from which
the above extracts are taken. Mc. Blake has
had the courage to differ with his party. We
think it would have shown even greater moral
courage, if he had stated his honest convictions,
in a public manner in better scason. He wisles
the potitical aspect of the case thoroughly con.
sidered, and not allowed to follow the *“{oglori.
ous policy of drif.” Then why did he not
speak out in due time, in opposition to the
¢drift” policy. Mr. Blake, of all public men,
was in a position to have brought the question
squarely before the people, but he preferred to
“follow the inglorious policy of drife,” natil
the elections wero over, and 1t was too late to
influence the result. Mr. Blake has condemned
himself.

*
For Sanadian Readers,

That excellen’ jrurnal, the Duminion fllus
trated, is improving under its present energetic
management, and is growing in public favor,
The cnlargement to 24 pages weekly afforde
opportunity forgreat improvementiits literary
roptents, the contributors to which now include
many well known writers. Mistoric sketches,
healthy fiction, crisp editorials oncurrent topis,
bright correspondence from London, New York,
Toronto and other cities, sports and pastimes
humorous sketches, otc., make up with the
nunerous illustrations, dealing chiefly with
Canadian scenes, events aod personages, a
charming journal for Canadivn readers aund a
welceme weekly visitor ie every home. On
receipt of 12 cents in stamps they (the Sabiston
Lithe. and Pub, Co., Montreal) will forward to
any address a sample copy of the jiaraal with
full particulars of the prize competition,

——————

Hon. Gilbert McMicken, of Winoipeg, and
an old resident of Manitoba, died suddenly at
an early hour on March T7th. Deceased
had been unwell for some tine past, but was
not considered seciously ill.  He was 77 years
of age, and had been a resident of Manitoba for
twenty years. Mr. MceMicken has servedin
various public capacitics, both here aund in
the cast, aud was at one time a member of
the Manitoba legislature.  Lateily he hay
represented the Commercial Uaion Assarance
Co. in the capacity of general agent. s
funeral on Wednesday last was one of the
largest ever seon hore, and was atteaded by
members of the legislature, board of under
writers, the city council, Maisons anti a great
concourse of citizens,



