THE CRITIC

NEWS OF THE WEEK.

"Tho storics sent in for tho Xmas number of Tiw Cnirio have been caro-
fully oxumined by o committeo of thrno gentlemon, and they have unani-
mously recommended the division of the prizs of twenty dollars oftered by
us fur tho best stury, Lutweon ¢ Rundinolla ™ and - Max Jesoloy.”  The
persons who eigued these nums de plume to their contributions are requosted
to send in their names to this office, with tho names of tho story writton by
cach. It is ourintention to publish Loth stories in the Xmas number; and
wo think they will bo real with pleasure by our subscribors.

Caunadinns aro great rendors,and in Canadian' homes aro always lo he
found ono or more of tho best Dritish and Amorican Monthly Mugazines.
The want of a first class Canndinn Magazine has long beon felt by the read-
ing public, and it is therefore not surprizing that the initial numbor of tho
now and atiractive magazine, entitled Mun, should bu. received with such
marked favour. Tho now periodical is beaulifully printed on toned paper,
contnina a varioty of ably written articlos by Canudian liternteurs, as woll ns
carofully chossu solections from curreut poriodicals, Afun is published in
Ottawa, and is under the editorial management of Edward Playter, M. D,
Jt should find a ready circulation among all classos.

The C. P, R, Compt.my, it is said, has purchnsed the Po

. . pe Line, and
intends pushing building operations without delay. .

The Queen has approved of the medal to bo awarded Csnadian Volun-
teers sorving in tho North-West. What about the Mounted Polico? Aro
thoy not likewiso entitled to have their services recognized? Medals aud
land-grante for volunteers aro right onough, but why muke an ignominious
distinction between Canadinns sorving in the Mouutéd Police and those sorv-
ing in the Militia?. * Fuir play is a jewel.” .

= The caso of Dr. Washington is now beforo the courts, which fact pro-
~vents us from dealing with the merits of tho questivi. Sufficiont itie to
say, that Dr. Wushington has recoived a diploma from a wel. recognized
College of the Dominion, and it would appeat that the Medical Board rofuses
to recugnize tho standing of the University frum which Dr. Washington
graduated  Wo may haveto tofer to this matter later un.

On Sunday last,an appeal was made by the Reclois of the soveral
Anglican Chuiches in this city for subscriptions towards the restoration fund
of King's College. This week, canvassers have been actively at work, both
in tléc city and Dartmouth, and it is cxpected that a large sum will be
raised,

Wo have recoived a copy of the * Biptist Yoar Book of tho Maritime
Provinces for 1883." It is a carefully compiled pamphlet 01"231 pages, and
containg much well'armnged information valuable to -all interested in tho
progress of tho Baptist body. Tho publisher, Mr. S. Selden, desorves great
credit for the oxcollonco of the paper, printing, &ec.

Theo presonco of fifteon cases of small-pox at Charlottetoswn, and of several
cases at Sydnoy, C. I3, has led tha Municipal authorities of somo of our
towns to tako active precautionary measures. Tho Town Council of Baddeck
has decided to quarantino all vessels from Sydney .or Port ‘Hawkesbury.
All vessels arriving at Halifax from Charlottetown, Souris, or other suspectod
points, shall bo submitted to a semi-quarantine in tho stream.,

_ Thu greav-grandfathor of Prince Alesander of Bulgaria was a journahst.
l_—lxs great-graudson 1s a-land-grabber.

Tho two battorios of Artillery that have been stationed in Halifax for the
last five years, sailed on Mundsy with sume of the Engincers. The lutter
and somo of tho Artillery are to be stativned at Berimud., whence their suc
cessors have como.  As they marehed to the ship, headed by a band, large
numbers of the citizons might be seen taking a last look at the fine-looking
troops.

From a.disputo betwoen the Journal of Commerce, the Hamilton Specta-
tor, aud the Belleville Intelligencer. we gather that tho price of a 41b. loaf
in England is 124 cents; in Hamilton and Belleville 10 cents ; in Ottawa
‘and Montreal 18 cents, Bakers in these last cities are said to bo growing
rich, a result at whish no one will be surprised.

Galveston, Texas, was visited on the 13th inst. by a destructive firo
Three hundred houses wero burned, and fully five hundred families woro left
houseless. Tho wealthiest and most fashionable portion of the city was
included in the district burned. A high-wind spread tho flamnes with tarri-
ble rapidity among the buildings of Taxas pine. Although the people wero
completely panic-stricken, no accident is reported.

Jackson, who acted as Riel's secretary during the late robellion, has
escaped from the lunatic asylum at Seikirk, Manitoba. In a lotter to hia
sister; ho enclosod a miessago to be sent to Sir John, warning him against
. executing Riel. It was a madman’s advice.

No carnival at Montreal this year, too much emall-pox. Ottawa proposes
‘holding tho carnival, but foars that tho politicians may mako it so warm as to
rendor the success of tho entorprise doubtful. St. Paul is bidding for the
honor, and her citizens are moving in the matter with all the vim,and ‘go’
of Waestcrners.

Dr. Fred Barkor, a lawyer of 25 years standing, and C. W', Skinner, bar-
rister, will, Tuesday, contest the constituoncy of St. John,N.B, forthe vacant
seat in the Iouso of Commnons. Considering the result of the late election,
tho opposition show great pluck in placing a candidato in’ the feld.

Tho Printing Establishmont formerly conducted by Georgo W, Baillie,
and moroe recently direoted by his nssigneos, has this wook been taken over
by Mossrs. West & Sullivan. Tho now firm will bo known as tho Halitax
Printing Company, and wo bespoak for it a sharo of publie patronage. Tho
firm will, wo bolieve, sbon earn for itself a first-claes reputation for prompt-
n~gs in executing ordors, dnd for tho typographical excollonco of the work
performed. .

Tho Burineso campaign has opoued with the capture, by the British, of
King Thebaw's war vessol. Tho capturo was offectad aftor sharp fighting, iv
which ono British oflicor was wounded.

1200 applications for the land ymnts to volunteers havo hoen received
from Montioil by the Ottawa authorities. Tho 65th Regimont, sont out
from Montreal to the North-\West, numbored less than 300 mon, and the
officials in tho departmont nre at n loss to know tho reason for such a large
number of applications. Volunteers have n marvellous way of quadrupling
when the.campaign is over.

‘Thoro is ovidonily no Chinese phobia in Mexico, sinco the Government
of that country, which, by the way, is, generally speaking, impecunious, offors
825 for cach Chineso immigrant. 1lad thay doubled the sum, Johu China-
mun might seo his way clear to ‘sirip’ and pay the impost levied on the
“ pig-tail” by the Dowminion anthorities in British Columbia.

Matters in the Iast are critical. Priuce Aloxander of Bulgarin is un-.
popular with tho powors, and it is probable he will be called upon to resign
in favor of his brother Prince Louir. King Milan, of Sorvia, is advancing
at tho head of his forces unon Sofia. Soveral skirmishes between the Bul-
gwriun and Servian troops have taken place, but tt will probably bie soveral
days beforo nuy decisive action comes off. ‘ .

The factory of Messrs. Rhodes, Curry & Co., Amherst, is running night
and day, so that the incrcasing orders may bo filled with their ordinary
promptness. -

J. C. Fluming, Esq., for somo time editor of tho Charlottetown Herald.
is.on the staft of tho New York Citizen,an imitation of Lundun Trath,
Many of vur readers have doubtless read Mr. Floming's lctters of Myles
O'ltegan, which wero published a fow years ago in tho Montreal Post, and

ware widely copied.

Messra. J. A. Gillies, Colin Chigholw, and L. E. Tremaine, of Sydney,
havo been in the city for soveral days. Mr. Gillies is horo as counsel for the
defence i re Dominion Government vs. the Municipality of Capo Breton.

. »

H. F. McDougall, Isq., M. P., for Cape Breton Co., and J. H. Christie,
Isq., of Little Bras 'dOr, huve ro.ontly been in town.

A great doal of interest is manifested in tho missing schr. Handy-Andy,
which some tims ago eniled from this port for St. Pierre, with a cargo of

| tobacco and liquors, in bond. .Vaguo suspicions are in the air.

The School Bdard, as reconstructed for tho curront school year, mot yos-
terdny The new Commissioners are Hon. Senator Power, Goo. Mitchell,
Esq , Rufus Swoeet, Esq, Ald: Rent, and Ald. Delaney. With such names
as these hefore us, wo cannot bolieve that any unworthy shufiling or hole-
and-corner jobbery shnll be chargeable to the City School Board of this yoar.

Senator Stanford proposes estabhishing and endowing a new University
in Califormia. The Senator has sot apart from his immense fortune $20,.

000,000 for this puipose.

Master Bertio Shelly, aged 13, a native of Philadelphia, is the coming
violinist of the day. His porformances have already attracted the favourable
notices of Thuodore Thomas and Adelina Patti, and he is pronounced by the
Iatter to bo “a littlo musical warvel.”

Russia is actively pushing forward the building of her railway in Central
Asia.  Four thousand two hundred men are now ongaged upon the work,
and their nuinber isshortly to bo ~ugmented by a largo reinforcoment of
Chineso. John Ghinaman appears to ba a firmm navvy, and woroe it not for
him, the aggregato mileage of the world’s 1ailway would fall far short of its

present proportion.

Wn. Van Slooten, Iisq., C, E., has passed through Halifax en route for
castorn Capo Broton. He has succocded in raising in Eungland eapital for
working the coppor mine in Cape Breton in which he is interested.

Tho dovolopment of smuggling demonstrates the necessity of a special
detective for this Province. Tho official duties of our Colloctor of Customs

leavo that gontloman no time to dovole to ‘the law-broakers.

The really fino display at the Army and Navy Depot gives tho establish-
ment a real Christinas appearanco.

A considerable number of the, many visitors from Capo Breton, who have
béeu in the,city during the prosont woek, havo made valuable purchases at
the warorooms of A. Stephen & Sou. Porhaps somo of theyounger contem.
plato going into house-keoping.

Correct Answers to Double Diagonal Puzzlo, published last week, woro

‘recoived from S. J. Purcell and 8. F. McDonald, Port Mulgrave ; and R. B.

Elliot, City,

Mr. Alex. Robertson, aftor passing an oxamination in Now Brunswick,
has been appointed assistant gauger for this port, with an jncreased salary,
which he cortainly desorvas, -



