THE CRITIC. ,

Secretary Blaine is wont to refer to the States of South America collect-
ively as Lotin America, and the torm is not inapplicable, Latin America
has within it great possibilities and must within a few decades show great
development. Its people have long been comparatively isolated from the
rest of the world, aud they have, so to speak, been out of the rut of modern
civilization. This cannot lust long. Tho era of railway builling in South
America has now fairly commenced, and ns the continent has in proportion
a greater exlent of fertile country than® any other portion of the globe ils
possibilities are simply beyond calculation.

To those who kunow of the big trces of Californis only by bearsay it
scems olmost incredible that from the trunk of a tree is to be carved out a
complete railway car, with the exception only of the trucks, for exbibition
at the World's Fair. The tree used will be about twenty-eight feet in
diameter, and somcthing over four huudred feet long. 1t will be sawed by
hand to the required length, and hollowed out and polished inside, leaving
the roof of the natural bark of the tree. This car made frum one piece of
wood will be unique, but e do not see Low warping is to be avoided as it
@Ir)ies. Duaubtless those who ore preperiog the exhibit knuw what they aro
about.

It is probable that St. John, N. B., will have a recount of its people, in
order to sec if the Dominicn ceusus in that city was correct or not. From
all accounts the census of St. John must have been inacourate either at the
enumeration of 1881 or that of this year, and the Board of Trade of that
city has asked the City Council to undertake a new count. Our readers
are aware that we have never been salisfied with the census report of the
population of ITalifax, but although there are many who are one with usin
this, no move has yot been made to test the accuracy of the count here.
Our friends in St. John will most likely have their recount, and then if they
find that the census figures erred by giving too small a population our city
fathers will awaken to the necessity of looking after our standing among
Canadian cities,

The Czar of Russia has at present a very large contract upon his hands,
and if the Empire comes out of it intact it will be due more to external
than to internal circumstances. The wholesalo expulsion of the Jews, who
were the money-lenders of Russia, has deprived the farmers of the where-
withal to bharvest and ship their graip, and this added to a ghort crop has
created the terrible famine of which we are now receiving hut meagre
reports.  With his starving suhj-cts in rebellion, his Jewish policy discred-
ited napd bis foreign reiations greatly strsined, the Czir is obliged to flost a
heavy nationsl loan, and is not a little disturbed to find that Russian credit
is slowly but eurcly approaching zero. Raussia has within itseif the ele-
ments of a great cmpire, but until its people have an opportunity for self-
goveroment its national stability will be uncertain, and its influence running
counter to the civilization of the age.

Tho suicide of Geuneral Boulanger on the geave of his mistress was a sad
but fitting close to a career in which greed and power were the strong
incentives. General Boulanger was married to a good and true wife, hut
his awbitlon for power and his unscrupulous use of public position stunted
his manhood, dwarfed his patriotism and blighted his married life.
Boulanger was carried into power by the people who fancied they had in
him a military genius who would be able to lead France lo victory and
wipe out the disgrace of the Sedan ; but Boulanger loved power rather than
France, and from the woment of securing it used his utmost codeavors 1o
farther his own interests, Millions of francs were obtained by him from
his mistresses, and millions wore were secretly secured from the public
treasury, all of which was expended corruptly to bring popularity ard to
advance Boulanger. Aud now this idol of the French people—this pre-
tended hero and patriot—has sought in his exile the cowardly resort of a
suicide, aud has fallen upon his mistress’ grave a victim to his uwn ambition,
cupidity, immorality snd cowardice.

For the past few years there has been a widespread agitation in the
United States for an cxtension of the currency, in order to meet the demands
of trade. It appears that in the United States the gold issue is almost six
hundred million dollars, while the silver and note issue is fifty per cent
greater, aad yet oxly cight per cent of the entire business of the country is
transacied in current coics cr notes, the Lalance being duac by cheques,
dralls, ctc.  An focrcased issue of current coins of tutes invoives increased
backing faciliiics, ar.d Hoo. M. D. Harter in the October number of the
Forum deals with this vexed guestivn very successfully. He proposes that
the present Baokicg Act of the United States be extended so as to enable
banks to depusit as secutity for their note circulation the bunds issued by
states, ccuntics, cilies ard milwsy cu.porations, ~s well as thuse already
issued by the United States Government. In the cvent of banks offering
these bor.ds they are 1o be allowed to issuc notes to the extent of nincty per
cent of their facs vulu., the Jaw providiog that the bonds must be of Ave
years steiJiLg, meat be guoted 1a une o more cxchanges at a premium of
five per cent, and the intetest upon them must bave been paid promptly.
When a'bond depreciates or the interest is not paid, then the bank will be
called upon by the comptroller of the treasury to replace the security in
accordance with the'law. If Mr. Harter's suggestions are adopted the cry
of the silver kings for a daal standsrd of value will be forever hushed, and
the banking system of the United States will have about it an clement of
stability, ciasticity and permanence which at present it does not possess.

Tho Sultan of Turkey has long occupied an intcresting position in
European diplomacy, but just at present diplomalic interest is more than
evor centered in him.  As an offset to the triple alliance of Ausivia, Ger-
many and Italy, Russia and France bave made a compact for mutual
defence, and the Sultan suddenly awakens to find that French and Russian
diplomats take a lively interest in the affairs of the Turkish Empire,
while the representatives of the triple allionce are equally anzious to secure
the co-operation of His Iwperial Majesty. Tho cause for this unduc con-
cern is not far to scek. Turkey hasan army of 400.000 men, well equipped
for war, acd in the event of an appeal to arms Turkish co-operation wiili one
side or the other might decide the result,  Meanwhile the Sultan, fully alive
to the importance of his position, sccepts the blandishments of the diplo-
mats, but for the present declines to take any dxfinite action,

Thie forward movement of Methodism in the gr.at city of London is
now attracting world-wide interest.  Finding that some of the methods of
the Salvation Army were exceedingly attra.tive to the masses, and rvealizing
the immense field which London offered for the work of evangelists, Messrs.
Hewes and Piers have labored unceasingly to gain the ears and touch the
hearts of London's * submerged tenth,” Their success has besn pheaom-
enal. They have now cighty active male assistants and a band of eleven
huudred lady vslunteers, many of whom are the wives or daughtera of
wealthy London merchants. Thirteen large halls and chapels have been
opened, and on Saturday eveniogs and Sundays standing room in these is
difficult to obtain. In each «f these places, one of which is Picadilly, a fine
band and large choir are in.attendance, and the services are heartily taken
part in by the congregation. The rosults of the forward movement are said
to be almost miraculous, especially in the terrorized Whitechapol district,
where a wholesale reformation has been accomplished.

When people make up their minds to pursue a certain course of action
why cannot they be open ard hones! as to their motives aad reasons for
doing so. For instance, whon a minister has a call to a larger congrega-
tion and salary thap he has been onjoying, why does he copeider it necessary
to talk of greater opportunities for good, a wider sphere of usefuloess, and
the various phrases we all have heard so many times, when he would
actually rice in the estimation of his friends by giving the rea! reason for
makiug a change, which in" most cases is the need or the wish for more
money and a larger share of this world’s comforts than he had bzen ia
1cceipt of before. A clergyman can marry; be ususily does so, avd bas a
family, which it is his duty 10 do his best for. Who then s to say s
clergyman has no right to look at a call from a business as well as a spiritual
point of view, only se: szice should be first and payment secoad in his esti-
metion, Other things being equal he has every moral right to obtain the
bost remunerstion he can for his time, but we always like to hear a clergy-
man speak out fearlessly on such a subject, and not veil his motives with the
transparent excuses so frequently made. A minister will doubtless regret
parting from a congregation in which he has labored for a long time, but
surely if he feels it his duty to his family to leave for a place where better
payment can be procured he need only teil the truth about it. There might
as well be an end to any bypocrisy in the matter, for if the move be made
from base motives people wall easily find it out. Honesty is the best policy
in this as in many other affairs in life.

————

The Manitoba School Act passed in 1890 for the purpose of abolishing
scparate sc!ools, by makieg everybody, whether Roman Catholic or Pro-
testant, liable to asscsament for the maintenance of Public Schoolr, was,
on October 28th, declared uncinstitutional by the Sapreme Coart of
Canada. The history of the case is in brief as follows :—After the passing
of the Act, the city of Winnipeg passed bye laws enforcing the assessment,
and against this assessment a Romsn Catholic satepayer named Barrett
appealed. The appeal came before Mr. Justice Killam, who sustained the
bye-laws. From this decision an appeal was made to the Cpart of Queen’s
Bench of Manitoba, where Judge Killam’s decision was upheld, with one
Judge dissenting. The case was then taken ostensibly Ly Barrott, bat
really by the Dominion Goveroment to the Supreme Court, which resulted
in the decision stated at the beginning of this paragraph. Chief Justice
Ritchic gave lengthy reasons for the decision, with which all the Judges
agreed. They held that the clause in the B. N. A, Act protecting. the
nghts and privileges established by law in respect of denominational scheols
at the ume of Confederauon, was amended vn being transcribed into the
Manitoba Act of Union in 1871 by inserting the words * or practice ™ after
the words * estabiished by law,” and that asthere was a system of deavmin-
ational schools cstablisked by practice in Manitaba at the time of.the Uaion,
the Act of 1890, compelling Romsan Catholics to contribute to the sapport
of Public Schools, and at the same time find the means of educating their
children accordiog to the religious belief, prejudiced and injuriously affected
the privileges Catholics enjoyed by practice before the union with Canada,
and is thercfore ulira vires. The decsion has been hailed with joy by
Catholics, who fully expected this resuit, but the Government of Manuwba
is determined to stand by the Act to the last, and will appeal to a higher
tribunal, The Tmporial Privy Council will be called upon to finally decide
the matter at as early a day as possible, when it will bo seen whether Mani-
toba is to bave one school system or a troublesome religious division to deal
with. It appears unlikely that the judgment of the Supreme Court of
Canada will be reversed, for those words * or practice ’ appear to settle the
matter. It is a question not of eqnity bat of law.
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