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sential in theso days), and of that most, im-
portant, perhaps, of all mititary instruction,
viz, the proper use of the rifle.’* 1l is there
foro recommonded that the poriod Lo ex-
teaded to sixteen days annual training.  The
targel practice inaugurated by the General
Order of 26th Angust, 1870, is thorodetailed,
and its results which ave highly satisfactory
given.

Our incipient navy 1s  2xt discussel; it
<~onsists of two steam vessels. Tho Prince
Alfred and Resrre. % 'Thoso vesse's #re con-
sidered morve in the light of police gunboats
than arythirg clso; for in the treaty of
agreement between the Imperial =uad Do-
minion Governments there is n distisct un-
derstanding that i the event of a foreign
war the naval defence is to ho undertaken
by the Mother Country.’

‘The Prince AlYfred mounts four guus; uwo
12-pounder Armstrong'’s, one 32 pounder,
and ono 12-pound howitzer. The Rescue
carries two guns; this vessel is stationed at
Kingston, and is not effectivo as the frince
Alfred.  The latter, however, is confined to
the upper lakes by her size, and the agent
recommends tho building of a gunboeat
or two of sufficient size to pass all the
canals, mounting four guns, with a speed of
from twelvo to fourteen iles per hour; the
cost is estimated at $26,000 per vessel—a
very moderate sum for the ohject to bLo at-
tained.

It is pointed outthat the Niagara frontier
is without uny systeny of river defence ; the
propricty of attending to this matler is evi-
dent, and it shows that the crews of those
sunboats can be eagaged for a yen1 cheaper
than for the oight months we are now in
tho habit of employing them. The deduc.
tions from this ave evident, the organization
of a naval brigade. and by rotation of service,
such as recommended for tha garrison artil-
tery, the trainingof 2 Lody of seamen and
marine artillerists at a small outlay.

The concluding remarks bear on the ne-
cessity of the organization of ihc reserce
Joree, and, to a certain extent, the compul-
sory, or its alternative, roluniarily service
and training of all first class men, the grad-
ual permeating of every township and parish
in £'.» Dominion with the militia system, and
in order to o this the following changes are
necessary :—An extension of period for an-
nual drill; the payment of officers, non.
commissioned officers, and men during drill
at tho rates 1aid down in the Regulations
and Ordors fer the Active Militia, with freo
rations to'all.”  And in order to perfect our
defensivo system #“the placing of our gun-
boats on a belter system,” with such addi-
tions as may bo necessary.

It is recommended to gradually increase
the reserve stores, to commence the manu-
facture of ammunition in Canada, tho estab-
lishment therefor of a labratory at Kings-
ton; and the report concludes with a grace.
ful tribuie to the staffofticers of tho Militin
Department.

‘Tho whole is written in the simiple, torse,
and forciblo stylo of n man thoroughly sac-
queinted with tho practieal effects of his
rocommendations, up to every specics of
wotl detailed therein, and capable, as he
has proved himsolf, of carrying it all out to
tho most minule dotails, It is, without
doubt, one of the ablest docuinents on nili-
tavy organization of the present day, and it
shows what vory trifling changes aro requir-
od in our Militia st0¢ to fit it to circumstan.
ces 50 changed us aur own have been sinco
it became the law of the land.

The reports of the Deputy Adjutant Gen-
eral at headquarters (Lieut. Col. Povwell),
and Lieut.-Col, Wiley, Director of Stores,
will bo received with the intcrost theoy do-
mand. Thelatter will decidedly set at rest
thie vexed question as to whom the honor of
tie organization of the expedition to the
North West belongs, and will show that the
writer of the * Narrative™ in Blvckicvod has
copied tho great Munchausen without Leing
quitess amusing, .

In concluding this review it is our duty to
state that the accomplished soldier who now

commands the Canadian Militia has earnad

the lasting gratitude of the peoplo of this.
country for the eflicioncy of the organization
of its military force, and tho economy with
which the affuirs of his department have
been administered, combining with great
practical experience sound scientific know-
ledge, unceasing and untiring aclivity, a

thorough appreciution of the social condition

of the country, as well as a clear preception
of its political position. Colonel Robertson-
Ross has devoted hix energics to the further-
ence of tho best interests of Canady, and in

doveloping that wise and statesmanlike

moasure which has culminated in making

her a source of strength to the cmpire in-

stead of weakness,

Ina few days the Bouchelte claim will
come before the Uouse of Commons for con-
sideration, und for the honor =s well as jus.
tico of the country we hopo there will be no
lurther shirking on the plen of irresponsi-
Lility of the plain duty the Dominion of
Canada owes to the heirs of the lato Colonel
Bouchette. It will no doubt be very easy
for some of tiwe political economisis to oppose
tho payment of the debt due that distin.
guished oflicor on the grounds that it was
incurred by tho Houso of Assembly of the
Province of Quebec, and that the present
constitutional Regimoe cannot Lo held ac.
countablo legally for obligations incurred
Ly that body. Tho answer is simply this—
tho debt, although incurred by the Assembly
of the Losor Province, was incurred for the
direct benefit of all Canada, that the present
constilutional organization is tho legitimate
sucqgssor of the aforaseid Assembly, even
to its debls and assets, and thereforo it
should ai once sce that this obligation was
discharged,. not only as a malter in which
the honor ang honesty of the poople of Can.

ada was concerned, but also as o mere mat.
tor of business between two contracting par
ties. An article from tho Quobec Morning
Chronicle of the 17th instant, which appears
in another page, puts this transaction in its
proper aud forcible light. It will be no
argument now to deny payment beeauso tho
discreditable intrigues of a mero” Provin
cial Assembly, whero public honor and faith
were measured by privato interests or per-
sonal hate, by which one of the groutest ot
Canadian public men was deprived of the
just reward of hislabor, and sent in sorrow to
his grave, his children cheated out of their
just inheritance,—every phase of the trans.
action which has cried forf over half a con-
tury for justico compels us, by every prin.
ciple of national honor and gratitude, o seo
that justice is done by no unsparing hand.
That is simply our duty, and wo hopo the
Uousa of Commons will look to it that it be
fairly and genorously discharged.
|ttt e —————

Tue the events of the war of 181215 has
furnished many 2 gallant episode which well
desorves to be remembered; it has also
supplied quite as many ludicrous examples
and escapades, and amongst others a story
alleged to havo been told by the lato Gen.
eral Scott, of the United States service, to
Mr. Thurlow Weed, oxhibiting that re-
doubtable hero in such « ludicrous light,
that only for its unconceivable length and
utter improbabilify we should be tempted
to give it vwhole. A gentlemansigning him-
self #1812,” writes to the cditor of the
Montreal Gazclle, contradicting tho whole
story, and proving it to be one of General
Scott’s rhodomontades, for which, and a
want of veracity, howas quite as distinguish-
edas for any feat of arms. The letter to
the Gazetle embodying the chief points of
interest, will ba found on another page.

NEWS OF TI{E WEEK.

Parisin open insurrection in the hands of
the cowardly, cruel and disorderly mob
koown as tho National Guards, is not a
spectacle reassuring to the friends of un-
happy France. Democratic newspapers af-
fected to bo rejoiced at tie delivery of that
unlucky country, from the enervating in-
fluences of what, in the plentitude of their
wisdom, they were pleased to style Tmperial-
ism. ‘I'he friends of Inw and order, of truth
and justice, would prefar to see tho French
peoplo under ths most grinding despotism,
where lifo and proportv are respected, in-
stead of under tho.hellish. curse of blood-
thiraiy socialism, and the oppressive rule of
the Rouges. Military rule, till 2 dynasty has
attained sufficient stability to enable the
central powor 1o b generous and impart a
portion of its functions to the people, ap-
pears to be the only means for the reorgani-
zation of France. Louis Napoleon could not
haye succeedod in eslablishing a constitu-
tional rogime, if the Prussian war had not
baon preaipitated, ho would lisye beon oblig



