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THE, REVOLT

OP TUE

British American Colonies,
1764.-84.

Ca.urTnn LVI.
As Hlollaxxd badl acted docoitfully and

treacherously throughout tlùs contest sho
waajustly punished by boing made the vic-
tim et her own duplicity, and it n-os after
considemable, discussion aho n-as admitted te
treat et poaco, and a final end ivas put ta a
contest n-bich chnnged tho political des-
Uies et thse civillsed vrorld.

The> lives ef thse actors in sucli n extra-
erdinary revolution la uzsdoubtedly vcry in-
toretlng, and an analysis et the motuves by
-wbich they ivore actuatod n-ould bc niost in-
structive as centributing ta Iliroi- mucli
light on the original j>en-er by i-bicb tho
macbinery ef that revolution ivas put in
motion.

Ausenican -n-iters point n-ithi exultation te
the namea ot John Hancoclz., John Adam-.'
Samuel Adams, Benjamin Franklin, and
George Washingtont as tho chiot actora in
thse draina ivhidi prepared tise n-ay for new
mstionialities, tise reconstruction et tse mnap
et Europe, and tise introduction te tie civil-
ied world of a non- pow-er, wbose tondoncy
hitisorto hms beau that et an clament et dis-
turbance.Ifteatrcoreemxsliei
generally shapecd in accordance, iith thse in
fluonces by n-ichis i l surrounded at its
coznmencement ne ciaracter n-bich tbis
revelution produced could have, boon more
inaccordanco n-ith resistsxnee te authonity or
amiration of extroma demecracy than that
John Hlancocl, tise doacondant of hu sut
l'mtitan Ministera at a tme, n-bon thse cle-
siastical erder in Massachusetts Laed alnmost
degenorated int a cate w-hich isad for its
masters tise mus5 et thsepeople et ifs congre-
gatioxi,, and n-hose efforts througb lite weo
dirocted te, socure the support ot amajoiity;

bruglit up li the ceunting hlouse ot a Bos-
ton 1mercha4withtse oonflned and illiberal
liews of a trader of bis fîmnes, living la thse
Mldst of au orgaùisaed hypocrisy 'theru thse

ivould-bo aspirant for public confidence
must needs i-car thse semblanceore a saint.
It la net n-ondorful te fid John ilanceekan
ardent ropublican, a member ot tho club et
n-bich James Otis n-as the bond, n-bore the
shipiwrights, carpentera, tradesnain and
caulkers iseld periodical meetings in Otis's
garrot, and from n-hich camerara otho terni
Ilcanons," as applied te a political ineeting,

* n said te have originated sien to account
for the readinoss i-itli iwhlch tho zxxob ef
Boston obeyed bis behests. Succoeding te
bis unelo's estato and business as the leading
merdhant et that Ioivrn bis 2ocial position
n-as neot recognised by the Royal Governor
or bis surroundiugs, non n-as thora any effort
mado te dotacli a maxi et his ivealthi and in-
fluence frour tho ovil councillors by ivhicli
ho n-as surnennded. That lie ivas utterly
unscrupulous tho tact et his bain,- tise most
extensive smuggler in Amneica beforo ro-
sistance te bis Ian-fuI Soveroign wvas dreaxut
et la decisive. Tho proceedinga et tho Bos-
ton mob on tho occasion et tise seizureof
lus sloop «LibGrty" iii 1763S, lin a flagraxif
breacls et tie custenis, %veno tie fn-st synxp.
tomis et tisat onganised resistanco te uny
laiv, ivhicb culninated ln the rebellion et
1775. It n-as nianirestly 7ds iinfrrcsi te crate
occasion for tho distruptien et relations ivitlî
Great linitain and the overthrow ef lier au-
thority, for, as a distinguisbed countrynian
ethis (lIen. Lorenzo Sabine, et Boston,) aays,
hoe n-as on trial, iviti John Adams as bis
counsel, in the Admiralty Court for $500, 000
otn-bicb ho 1usd defrauded the custeuns at
the tin of ethe battle et Lexington, cnd
1-itis Samuel Aduams nxoved eut et that tonn
te a placA et safcty duz-ing the engagement.
IL needs ne extraordlnary stretcb et imiugin-
atlon fe aecount for t-ta tmotives by wluioi
ie n-as insplred, and lis n-ealth, nlotn-ith-

standing bis n-ant et dignity and poverty of
intellect, gavei hlm tise nians et bein g Pc.
cuhiarly miscisioveus.

Samnuel Adamas, a man et far morc mb.o
lectual ability and peower et nxind, wias a
poor, unsucces3tul, anid tisorougiydscn
tonted maun. Able, unscrupulous, and ton.
acious Le san- that for snob as hlm thxoro n-as
no promise li publie afflibra, cxcept lu play-

ing tho part of a second Cataline, and this
ho acted iith a prudence and caution raroly
surpassed. Ilis oiwn doscription of bis ras-
cality iwill ho fourni on page 462l of vol. ifi.,
in wihici lio talks of treachory, treason and
falsoheood as mattors of self-glorification and
applauso, for wvhich hoe deaired the gratitude
of znankind. A consummato hypocrite, ho
..uccoeed in attaining the Govornorsl of
Massachusetts ; iwhen under Blritish rulo lie
ivould liave beau a defautlti*ng colcctor of
tho municipal taxes of Boston, consequent-
ly witli a keen eye te bis o%%ib interestz lie
wvas a mnononianiac lin his hatred of ]3ritain
and tho British peoplo.

A very difflarent character ùideed v-as bis
cousin, John Adamas, aftrwards second
Presidont of tho United States. A man of
considerablo literary abilility, a laivyer and a
gentleman, but ef an aspiring turu of nîind
and unbounded ambition. Hoe lias acknoiv-
ledged that hoe could net look withi comnpla-
cency upon ny nian wrho vras in possession
ef more ivealth, mnrte lionor, or more know.-
Iedge than hiniself. Threwna early and friend-
less ite tho soothing arena et potty Colonial
politics, at tlaat tira. directed by an1 un.
scrupulous, bigotted and ili educated dlor-
cal caste, aliways suspicieus ef, nt variaunce
ivitli and plotting againsît any goverrument
but their oivn, it ia littlo u-onder if bis mind
recoived impressions et bis allegiamce te the
Brnitish (3rowN ai t variance iwath iwbat bis plain
and logaldutysliouldl be,and)peing aprudent
mani iithal ho found tho popular question
pay best. Neglectc-d by the Colonial Gev-
ernmont, who carxied their disrogarl se far
as te refuse hiin the, cormission ef tho
peaco and other sliglitr, propelled hlm te
the Whig sida et tho great polîtical quest:tioni
of the day, IvIlichi ho felloivcd te ifs logical
conclusion. For it had been a doctrine
tauglit by Pittand Fox,ý that the only nietbod
ot crippling and dostroying despotic power
ivas te circuinseribo the area et if-s passes.
siens,-in other ivords, the only w1y te des.
troy the balances et the Brnitish Constitu tion
iras te rob ftint country of lier Colonies and
elevato its mob democraey te power on tho
ruina et its limited nxonarchy. This doc-
trine, se plonsing, te tho smore mob, NMa te.


