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Chriatianity does not exhaust itsel! in boly raptures, in
eoafatio emotions, in generous feelings, in hallelujabs, in exborta.
tions, oc inhymns of pralse. So far lrom beiug s sentimcatal
affair it i the most practioal conoern of life. It does not igaore
the blessedness of receiving, but it lays emphasia on the superior
blessednoss of giving. Giving is the only word in the English
lauguage that rthymeos with living, Giviog ie & fest of living. Pre.
oeminently so in the Christinn life, where the cheerlul surrender of
whatever is due o us of material goods is an evidence of the sup-
remoe surrender of ourselves to Christ, Cbristianity therefore doos
not present the giving of money, time, thought, sympathy, as
something that will be rewarded by the approbation of God and
of men, bat as a duty owed to God and to men.

The early ohurch needod liberal contributions from all its mem.
bers. Christian giving for Christian uses is one of the high
privileges of the church in every sge. God puts reaonroes into
Christian hands that they may bs wisely used for the advanoe.
ment of His kingdom. To hoard them is as great a misander-
standing of the obligations of stewardship as to sgunander them on
self. Without money the larger part of the Lord’s wotk in this
world would stop. A oonsecrated talent for acquiring wealth is as
much needed as a consecrated talent for preaching. Each should
be regarded s« a divine call $o service.

The work of stimulating the beneficenoes of the charchesrequirss
mea of the highest ability. Paul engaged in it with all the s=dor
and enthusissm of his great soul, and joined with himeelt in this
noble work Titus, his ablest follow-worker, and another annamed
brother so distingaished that his praise was in all the charches.
What a pitiable conception of his high ministry that church.
oollector had who in the writer’s bearing onoce spoke of it as “a
dirty work.” At the same time how little those who are asked to
give appreciate the immense service rendered them by bim who
appesals for contributions for Christian enterprises. Those who
solicié are really belping $o complete the work of Christ in those
from whom they solioit, that is the eflacement of selfishness and
the enthronement of love. No ministry deserves to be encouraged
with a greater feelins of gratitude.

Panl shows also that in Christian giving the spirit of williog-
ness counts more than the amount actually gisen. God regards
quality more than quantity. Willingness to give a litile, ont of
ono's poverty is, like the widow's mite, more prized than ceten-
tatious contributions of large amounnte prompted by selfish motives.
At the same time {ntention to give, without performanoce, counts
for as little as apple.blossom» withoa$ fruit. Like faith, charity
without work is deagd.

Christian giviog, we are also taughs, impliea the exercise of
wisdom. No$ every appeal is deserving. Nos every appeal that iy
deserving can in every instance be granted withoat jeopardizing
other intereats still more deserving. No one is required to im-
poverish himsell that another may Dw make rich, This would
simply ahift the obligation op the Iaster in favor of the former, and
the reenlt would be social chaos. Christianity seeks rather so
equalize burdens, so that one may not be unduly pressed while
another abounds in resources that he can hardly begin to ase for
»ell alone. ** Oar luxariea should yield to ourneighbor's comtorta,
and our comforts to his necessities.” Fioally, he who gives wisely
will strive so to-give aa t0 stimulate, rather than paralyzs, the
benevolenoce of others.

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

Sabbath Schools Report and Recommendations
by Special Committee—Aged and Infirma
Minister's Fund Reports—Repre-
sentation of Ministers to

the Assembly.
' "ixsirzo, June 21st, 1897,

At the timne of going to preas luew woek tho General Aseembly
hiad entered the szcond week of its scssion, and had had many of
the reports by standing committee before it.

Qa Muxpay the sum of $251 cash was votdd to Reva. Dr. Gregg,
Iz, Somerville and A. McMillan for spocial aervices in connection
with the proparztion of the new lHymnal.

Rev. Dr. Fotheringham's report on Sabbath Schools was pre-
aented, includiog the recommondations that some one be appointed
to tako charge of the literaturo, the romoval of the business from
St Johu to Turonto as a cantre, which it wa belisved would save
$1.000 & yoar ; and that a loan of $5,500 bs farnished at once. Mr.
Fotheringham moved that the repsrt and also an overture from the
Preabytery of Maitland bo reforrod to a committes to be appointed
by the Moderator, o consider carofully the financial aituation. A
vumber of motions on this report were referred o & special com-

mitles, which at a later atage recommended (1) That the publication
of the Sabbath school aupplies bo continued ; (2) that the committee
on the I’resbylerinn Record be requeated to undertake the work
from January Jat, 1898 ; (3) that the Sabbath School committee be
instructed to take steps toward the removal of the existing deficlt,
and that all the collections un children's day be devoted to this
objoct, and that the raising of a loan be authorized ; (4) that the
publication of the Record and the supplies in Toronto be authorized
if it can bo carried on more advantageously there thanin Montreal;
(5) that thauks be tendered the committee and eapecially the con.
vener, and that appreciation of Mr. Fotheringham’s valuable
services in connection with the publication of Sabbath school
supplies take a tangible form.

The report on applications by students was presented by Rev.
Dr. Thompson ; and greetinga from the Council of the Alliance of
Reformed churches were read by Rev. Dr. Cochrane, to which a
reply was moved by Rev. Dr. \Warden. March 31at waa fixed upen
as tho ecd of the financial year of the Church. ‘Che namo of Rev.
James Murray, Newcastle, N.B., was placed on the roll ax a retired
mipister. Rev, Ir. J. B. Muir’s application for retirement was
allowed to stand and Rev. Thos. Scoular's name was ordered to be
retained on the roll of the Presbytery of Westminater, he having
sccepted the chaplaincy of the Penitentiary.

The report of the Aged and Infirm Ministers’ Committee,
Eaatern Seotion, already published in the ‘Rzvizw, was presented
by Rev. Mr. Cumming, Truro ; and that of the Western Sectioa by
Mr. J. K. Macdonald. The adoption of the latter was moved by
Rev. Peter Wright, seconded by Mr. W. Dryadale. The motion
included also an expression of cordial thanks to the committes, and
especially to the convener and the agent of the fund for their
energotic efforts ; and of gratitude to God for the good measure of
suocess notwithstanding the commercial depression of tho last three
years; it further commeaded the fund to all the people, aad
requested the ministers to afford every facility to the agents
towards securing ‘the endowment fund.

Rev. Dr. D. L. McCrae moved that a small committee be
appointed to c-~‘ar with the committee on the Aged and Infirm
Ministers’ Fund 10 iook into the whole question of the regulations
and administration of the fund, and to conaider the alleged griev-
ances in connection therewith, with a view of inducing a greater
number of our miniaters to connect themselves with it aud of draw-
ing out towards it a larger liberality on the part of our congrega-
tions, and to report to the next General Awsembly; the commiltee
to comist of Dr. Fletcher, convener; Dr. McMillan, Principal
Grant, J. K. Macdonald, Rev. D. D. McLleod, of Barrie, the
wover; Mr. 1. 1), Wilson, Col. D. McRae, of Guelph, elders. This
was secondeds by Mr, Grahame.

Rov. Dz, Laing objected to the clause re alleged grievances, and
it was left out by tho mover who also sgreed tc leave the nomination
of ths Committeo in the hands of the Moderator.

Mr. J. K. Macdonald replied to the amendment, after which the
motion adopling the report was carried, and the Moderator nomin-
ated the following committee to confer with the standing
committee :—Dr. D. L. McCrae, J. A, Turnbull, J. G. Shearer, A.
W. Huott, G. W. Jordap, ministers; George Rutherford, Col.
MicRae, J. Armstrosg, and J. R. 31cNeally, elders.

The report on Foreign Miuions, an abatract of which has
appeared in theso columns, was presented by Mr. Hamilton Caseels
Q.C. The motion for adoption was made by Dr. Morrison and
carried, and several missionaries on furlough made addresses. The
Moderator announced a telegram of congratulation from lLady
Aberdeen.

On Toxsray the day's work wasbegun by the passing of loyal
and Jubilee addresses. 1t was agreed to meet next year in Knox
Church, Montreal

Rev. Dr. Warden presented the report of ths committee on
returns to remits. The remit of the proposal to change the
represcotation to the Assembly {rom ove in four to one in six had
been rteported on by 40 Y’resbyteries, of which 31 favored the
chauge and 9 opposed. 33 Preabyteries had reported on the remit
as o a permanent place of meeting; 13 were in favor of a atated
placo, and 20 wero in opposition.

The voico of the church as o representation waa next discuseed
by the Aseembly.

Rev. Dr. Gregg objected to the change thal it would tend
towards a asystem of prelacy, by which the whole busiseas of the
church would be managed by about fifty persons.

Mr. Robert Murray, oditor of the i alijax Witress, favored the
change. o pointed out that there counld not be a fair representa-

tion from remote P'cosbylerier under the prosent arranzoment, as
tho exponses of the commissioners could not be paid as would be
the case if the changs wers made. The Assembly, with a repre-
sentation of one in four was unweildly. The change would largely
improve the chiances of poor men,



