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Gurrent Fopic.
Memorial tablets have been placed
on the fondon residences of Sir Isaac
Newton, Sir Robert  Walpole, and
Hogarth, the painter. The house in
which Peter the Great lived, while in

the British metropolis, has been sim-
ilarly marked.

—-There has been an extended is-
cussion in England on the question
whether the Revised Version can be
legall read in the churches of the s |
tablishment. “I'he general opinion is,
that it cannot be so read. T'wo legal
journals give long opinionsto this ef-)
fect. '

—In*% ltalian Chamber of Deputies
a bill con.ersing the right of suffrage
on all who can read or write was de-
feated by a vote of 220 to 154, which!
is a decided triumph for the govern-
ment. An amendment in favour of.
universal suffrage was rejected by a
vote of 314 to 39, and onc in favour of |
female suffrage received but a single
vote.

--A prominent “ up town ~ Roman
Catholic church of New York City is!
encumbered with a massive mortgage. !

High masses were offered for those
who should contribute to its removal, |
but so few responded, the priest was |
disgusted. This kind of bait fails to |
secure its prey as enlightened reason |
tahes the place of blind credulity, '

—The recent court-martial of the
Russian Nihihsts at Kieff has resulted
in the death sentence of two persons |
and the banishment to Siberia of the|
remaining eight.  The Czar is report-
¢d to be surrounded by soldiery at his '
palace at Gatchina and access to the |
roval presence is well-nigh impossible. |
The strictest discipline prevails and |
every person enteting the pclace i1s
carcfully searched.

It i1s now two months since
Messts. Moody and Sankey left the
Pacific coast, yet the gospel-meetings @
and the noon-day prayer-meetings have
kept up with unabated interest; the
former cvery night except Saturday,
and the latter cvery day except Sunday.
For each service the Hall is well-filled,
and nightly there are many men re-
maining as inquirers. A great work
of grace has been in progregs during |
these past eight weeks, and at the
Monday night testimony meetings
many testify to an acceptance of Christ.

h

~The Dukedom of Albany, recently
conferred upon Queen Victoria's young.
est son, Prince Leopold, is a title which
was associated with the Royal House

of Stuart.  James II. was Duke of
York and Albany. and the County of

Albany in this state was so called in
compliment to him. 1t is thought that
the Queen is reserving the more cele-
brated and historic utle of Duke of
Vork for Prince George of Wales,
vounger son of the Prince of Wales.

--A plan for the construction of a
grand system of underground railways
in Paris has recently been performed.
If the scheme is carried out, a subven-
tion of $20,000,000 will be furnished by
the state, the department of the Seine,
and the city of Paris. The central ter.
minus would be in the garden of the
Palais royal, at a depth of about
twenty-four feet, and from that point
three main lines would branch off, so

~

. ; o g ' .
as to reach and intersect the chief rail- | ife or property, and no man knew how «hurch,and you would be diverted to see

way stations and other great ponts of |

the city, and a subsidiary line would

run on the south bank of the river.

--Dr. Ginsburg has drawn attention
to a coin from Gaza, now in the British
Muscum, which has upon it the repre-
sentation of the Phwnician Zeus, in a
chariot of fire, with the word ¢ Yahu ™ -

| (Jehovah) wnitten above it in Old Pha-

nician  characters, The coin 15 in
every way remarhable. It shows that
in the Greek period the inhabitants of
Gara had borrowed the name and wor-
ship of the God of Israel and had iden-
uned him with the Canaanite Sun-god.
We are reminded by the impression ot
Ebjah’s chariot of fire, as well as of
the companson of the Logrbto a ** con-
suming fire.”

—\Vhen the two sons of the Prince
of Wales had an interview with Cete-
wayo, the ex king received them with
great cordiality, remarking that they
were “ fine boys " :and, after calling
their attention to the picture of the
Queen, which huag up in his room,
asked them, in a very feeling way, to
convey a message to Her Majesty re-
questing her to tell him what otfence
he had committed, and desiring to be
allowed to visit England.

The autograph testimonial album
to Mrs. Rutherford B. Hayes, in
hono ir of her allowing no intoxicating
liquors at the entertainment in the
White House when her husband was
President, presented ty the women of
Hlinois, has been finished.  The work
consists of six large volumes of 6350
pages each. Al through the volumes
are scattered India-ink drawings. The
inscription reads : ** From the ladies of
IMinois, who have admired the'cour-
age Mrs. Hayes has displayed o the
administration of the hospitalities of
the Lxecutive Mansion. God ygrant
that the influence of this signatand be-
nign example may be felt more and
more as age follows age in the life of
this great Republic!™

Miss Gordon Cumiming, the sister
of the man who was m the habit of
bagging six or seven hons and an cle-
phant or two every day, i South
Africa, has wntten a book on the Fiji
Islands. It is most interesting.  As
regards the cannibahism, thay is all

F'over; but, now and then, a lingering

regret for the human fleshpots 1s shown;

as where we are told how *a horrible !
old ex.cannmibal crept close to Mr.d
Langham, and then as if he could not
refrain, put out his hand and stroked
him down the thigh, licking his lips .
and exclaiming with delight, * Oh, but:
you are nice and fat.” " They always

eat human flesh with a sort of tomato
sauce. One chiefl had eaten forty-eight;
but becoming a Christian, was com-
pelled to change his diet.  Miss Cum-
ming says : ** Think of the sick buried
alive ; the array 6f widows who were
deliberately strangled on the death of
any great man; the living  victims
who were buricd beside every post of a |
chief’s new house, and must needs
siand clasping it, while the carth was
gradually heaped over their devoted |
heads ; or those who were bound hand |
and foot, ard laid on the ground to act |
as rollers, when a chief launched a

new canoe, and thus doomed to a death |
of excruciating agony; a time when

there was not the slightest security for

1

heavenly  composition.

sact.

‘.

quickly his own hour of doom nught
come ; when whole villages were de-
populated sunply to supply their neigh.
bours with fresh meat®  Just think of
all this, and of the change that has
been wrought, and then pust imagine
white men who can sneer at missionary
work in the way they do. Now, you
may pass from isle to isle, certain
everywhere to find the same cordial re-

.cepuen by kindly men and women.

Every village on the eighty inhabited

isles has built for itself a tidy church,

and a good house for its teacher orna-

tive minister, {or whom the village also

provides food and clothing. Can you

real.ze that there are nine hundred

Wesleyan churches 1in Fiyi, at every:
one of which the frequent services are
crowded by devout congregations :

that the schools are well attended ; and

that the first sound which greets your !
ear at dawn,cand the last at mght, is

that of hymn singing and most fervent

worship, 1ising trom each dwelling at

the hour of famuly praver.”

-

RAIKLY

MR, VICTTER.

The following in the letter ot Robt
Raikes, to which allusion s made che
where. It was addressed to Rev. Wm. !
Llewellyn, Dissenting Minister.

My Goob Frirnn Most cordally do
I acquit you of any neglect.  Though
vour letters delight, comfort, and uicken
me yet 1 see by the tremulous strohes of
your pen that writing ts a sk, wksome,
and tedious 10 you, know this that your
correspondence is highly prized by me,
vet 1 would not that you should sacnince
too much to my gratification. Therelore,
write to me only when it s pleasant to
vourself. 1 should not have delayed for
so many weeks a reply to your last, but
just as Lreceived wt a multiplicity of busi.
ness came upon iy hinds that I had no ,
leisure to reply to von. This evening 1 de
termined to devot: an hour to my fniend.
1 consider vou not a common friend of ,
this worid. but one with whom 1 hope to
pass a blissful eternity.  Our relish for
David’s Psalms is exactly ~imilar.  Tam
never in ~o proper a frame as when [ am
reading or repeating passages from that'
Thev are
chief comiort and consolation when any
distress approaches. They furnish the
language of thanksgiving when the heart
rejoices.  ‘Fransmit e your versification
for perusal if vou have made any progress. -
Whether you miend for pubhcation or,

_not, 1 should be happy to see the produc:

tion of your pen I have lawely had a
new flock of children come about me
from a singular circumstance. 1 was
showing my Sundu-chool scholars 2
little time ago how possible it s for an !
invisible power to exint i bodies which
shall act i other bodies without our be-
ing able to perecive in what manner they
I'his 1 proved to them by the
powers of the magnet.  They see the
magnet draw the needie without touching
‘Thus,I telt them 1 wish to draw them
10 the paths of duty, and thus lead them .
to hcaven and happiness | and as they
saw the needle when it had touched the
magnet then capable of drawing another
needle, thus when they become good”
they would be made the instruments in
the hands of GGod very probably of mak-
g other boys good. Upon this idea:
those children are now endeavouring to
briny other children to mect me at the |

with what a group 1 am surrounded every

~mormng at seven o'clock prayers at the

Cathedral, especially upon Sunday morn-
g, at whi htime I give books, or « ombs,
or other enceuragements.  Sometimes
they read to me a part of the Gospel for
the day. which 1 explain in a manner
suited and applied to therr situations and
comprehensions. ‘I'hey were reading that
verse in St Luke, the other morning,
where ourSavioursays, *The Kingdom of
God cometh not with observation, The
Kmgdom of Godiswithin you.” Who can
tell me, saud I, what we are to understand
by that expression, ' The Kingdom of
God is within you."  TI'ney were all stent
for some minutes . at last the boy who
was reading said, 1 believe it means
when the Spint of God is within our
heart<.™  Don’t you think this an encour-
agement to culttvate the lower orders of
the people? 1 could recount number.
less incidents of this nature that occur to
me to render my scheme of botaniing
inhuman nature pleasant and agreeable.
But T have been already too tedious and
probiv. 1 wish you hved near me. 1
should receive aid and new degrees of
strength and anmmation from vou. Rut
alas *now nobody regards the desien 1
work alone. It seems asif | had dis.
covered a new country, where no other
adventurer chooses to follow.  But if vou
were here, 1 am sure 1 should not travel
alone.  Then ata distance remember |}
am often comversing with you, and there-
fore think of mez of you cannot write : but
above all. remember most fervently 10
pray for the vilest. frufest, weakest of
your fellow.creatures - for your friend.

{Signed) K. Ruxki~,
Glocr, Nov. S, 1593,
- -
CONGREGATIONAL UNION O
N SCOTFIY AND NEW BRUNS

WICK.

The Congrezauonal Union of Nova
scona and Now Brumswick meets in
Nocol. NoS Priday, Jaly 80 Would the
friends from a digaree kindiy attend 1o
tha following dir *ctions : Come to T'ru-
ro on Thursdw. Julv jth, thene
Maitland by express (15 miles), where
carnages will be wating to bring all on

- their way 10 our homes, We hope to sec

a goodly number wit 1 us. We are lonk
ing for a blessing,  Come to us, there-
fore, brethren, in the tulacess of the bless-
ing of the gospel of peace.

N.B.—Please send vour name to me
al onve.

1. W, Co
Nock June 13, 1881,

————n.

CONGREGATIONAL YEAR BOOK.

We gather trom a cireular issusd by
the President of the Publishing Com-
pany that the Year Book will be ready
about the end of August.  The price at
which it is offered ($12 per 109, post free)
is lower than any simtlar publication,
and should place a copy in the hands of
every church member through the Pro-
vince - all should have an interest in the
work of the Churches, and in the Year
Rook they have reports of the work of
all our socicties for the year. No time
should be lost in ordering copics.

We see that the Company will also
supply the admirable addresses delivered
at the last two meetings of the Union by
the respective chairmen, for $3 per 100.
Scatter tnese widely.



