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Ephiesus?1 Are we not ashamcd to let the hleatheni of Japan or Maaacrknow
of mir denomnationlal distinictions ? Are~ we iiot seilsxl)lte that they weaken ouri
position bofore our oeniies, just aU a sinilar division in the primitive Churiicl
w0luld have been disastrous before its focs ? Thoro may bo love iii disuinion, but

it1hat is not union.
No delnomnînatioti lias taken the fb-st stop) to uinimn tliat lias9 not malle its owîîl

platforiui a union one. Uniting thiose that have sectarian platforiiis is streiigtlicn-
iig sectarianisin, rather than proînuting truc Christian union. The first thing to
bu done is to scek the puriry of t!ie Chuirchi. Thiere cannot ho union %itliolt It.
Even our Saviouir camne to bringf Il not peace, but a swordl," betwveii righitcous-
ness and unrighltcotisness. "Wliat agreenment lbath the temple of God with
idols 1 " Thon, withi purity, thore nîust ho ILlUtUal toleration of religious tastes
and sentiments. WVo ninst gladly recoive ill to fellowsipl wlîoin Christ receives,
and îiot juidge our birother. The Chuircli is ixot ours, but Christ's. 'Phis prinici-
ple applies to both doctrine andi practice. Calviinismi, Arxninianiism, or any miodei
uf baptisin should ho no obstacle to Christian flwsisu long as we (Io not
reckon it an objcction to saving religion. The greatcst difilculty to heo ver-
corne îvould ho in the inatter of Chiurcli governîncuit. Yet huw% few compara-
tively of Church inueînbrs thiiuk uîuchel of thiis iThey often have more prejudice
iii regard to the nines thanl the systenis. A Change of view ou1 the question <<f
bapltisnî often leaIs to a wholcsale exehang(e of thiesystein ofgovernïnienit. Increase
(,f piety iii the Chutrchi of Christ would ]lave ant inconceivable influience iii briuging

1ab)out unaninîity ini this respect. Love wvould hanishi ail disposition Lu arhitrary
rule. Christians wotuld ail Il stibmiit themnselves %)ne to another iii the fear of
(God. " Our Smviour's disciples strove with one another for tho chief power, until,
fiiled withi lus Spirit, they condescended to serve one another. Freedollu of con-
science and indepondeuce of churches wcre thie natural resits of Christian love.

Henco the absohîte necessity of living piety aînong1i lis. -'-o chutrcli systeni
wvoîked so, 1)orly withouit it as ours ; it wvas ossential to the very existence of oui-

1chur-Ches. fl its absence dospotisin of soine kiind iins!t coule i». But, ou the uther
liand, nu despotic e au exist %viiere the spirit of Chiristianity reigris. Lot uis
thonl ho intent o11 havin<r a<'ong is al)ove -ill thîîîcýs, the reigaion oi oir 'Master.
O)ur piety slîould xîot ho of a nliisty, indetinite natuire, but ecear and positive. Ouir
faiLli, love, and assurance shiouid ho strong. We shuul(l ho able to say, Il We
knowv tliat we have passed froni death unito life ;" Il Now are wP i lte sons o
God ; 'Tu nie to live is Christ, and to (lie is gain) ; " 'his tn .1(i- ing 1I(do."
Snclb a piety wonid ho sec» and foît. It wvotilO overcome ail eneiis iii the formn
of scopticism or indifféence. Lt, and it alune, would enable uis Lu distinguishi
aright botwveen the joys of religion and thiose of the %vorld. WVe ivotîld thon nuo
longer " all evil (fod and grood cvii ; put dai-kness for liglit, and li"hl for iark-
ness ; put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter." Stichi pioty, too, uwl lead uis Co
live for others as well as for oursolves, and will enable uis te pi-actice seif-denial
rather than allow us to ho stiimibling,-blocks ini thioji- patlîs.

At the present tinie, especially is this spirit expected of uis; God is abundanti
hlessing othier placcs-Scotland particniarly; and Ho is waiting te bless lis. Ho
is casting the sparks at our foot; lot us not oxtingnuishi thoni, but fan thei te a
fanme. Il The Spirit is wiiiing ; l et us wvatchi and pray, lest, thîrougli iveakness
of the fiesh, wve enter into tomptation. May thoe- mueetings ho the begritning of
a biessed wvork amour, our churches

THE DISCUSSION 0ON THE» AIDRESS

occnpied tho most of two wliole sessions. Tt comnîenced on a motion te adopt tlîe
followvingr recommendation of the Businessi Conuniiittee

"That the thanks of the Union ho, ind are hereby tendered to the ex,,-chairmatn,jthe Rev. E. Barker, for Ilis retiring address, i» thie gonoral spirit of whicli it fuily
concurs ; but, wvhile conceding th -righlt of f reely cxpressing chierishod convictions


