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asingr from a trivial offense,* separated, floct ver) long ag-o froin the
main body of the Délié nation and ivcrc adoptedi b% the i3l;tckfeet, ant
Algon)iquîani tribe, anliclg XVhom1 they, have sinice livcd, whilc kccpill
theuir linguistie autoniomy. Thy(I0 not numiiber more than 100o souls.

Ant cthniologic ))roblein îvhichi is not yct, and ivîli pcrhiaps iever be
soh-cd, is the question, Ilwdid it coine ta pass that latrge portions of
the Délié nation dctachced thcrnisch'es froin the main stock and iigIratlcd
sott ? \Vhcni did this exodus occur? \Vhiat ivas the route followcd by
ilhe adventurous bands ? The nman is probably yct illborni whio \vîll
satisfiîctonily arnswcr thtese questions. It inay bc that the initeicsted
tribes have sorte legcnds or traditions %vhicli rnighit throw somne ligh.It on
the subject ; but I thiik this is hardly the case.t As far as thec northeril
I)énés are conccrrncd, they dIo flot even suspect thc cecistîtcc of any
kitnmen souith of the 'lsi 1K oh't inls' territory. Tvo facts onily scîn pretl)y
safély cstablishied, naniely :the separarion of the southcril frorn the
ilortherrn tribes happenied centuries ago ; and, niorcover, the national
mrovcment rcstittg in the division of the nation inito twvo différent
camps xvas froin north to south. The Cit-st assertion is provcnl by the
fact that "w'hen the Spaniards first nmet therni [the Navajos] iii 1541, tltey?
werc tillers of the soil, cected large granaries for thecir crops, irrigated
thecir fields b>' artificial %%vater-couirses or accquias, and lived in stubstanitial
dIwcllhngcs, partly lnerrun. s ipp .U~ of the second statecmcnt,
1 ilced osily rcfer to a tradition current amnong sorne western tnibes
according to which " days were formner>' cxcet:diinly short ; so short
indeed that setving the cdgc of a inuskrat skiin %vas ail that mie wonîial
cotuld do betwcn siinrise and siiiset." Tii;tt nistalkablv points to the
arctic regions as places of previotis residetice.

Unlkniowni to thenîiscî,es, important branches of thec great D)élié tr-e
thrive thousands of miles away from- the parental stcmn. As far as 1 cati
ascertain froin the latest and most reliable source § available, they are,
or wcrc untUt vecenitlv.
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