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PRAYER MElETINGS.

Do Clîristians believe that they shouid. pray with and for caJi other?
Do they believe that their Fathieî iii hieaven hears prayer, or dIo they believe
that they can get any real tlîing froi Ilnii by >rayer ? In a word, wu nîlighit
ask, is their religion a real thin(tg to tlîcîn, or iincrely a niatter of habUts, forins,
words ? I cannot help askin-g these tuestiuons, extreine ns they inay suuind,
after ail I hlave seen and heard eoncernîîîg the ordinary prayer mieetings of an
ordinary con gregation. Are suehi meetings chiaracterized b> the variety, the frce-
dloin, the soeîability, flie entliusiasni tiîat we certainly expect to fnîid 'wliere% er
thiere is a conuinon life, an absorbing intercst, a grjlnoUs hope ? Certainly not.
Quite the reverse. Oftxcni, no one but thoe iise is alloived, anîd just as
often no0 one ivishes, to open his mouth. If two or three others dIo take part, it
is mnerci>' to utter tlic sanie monotonous pýýayer extendiug over the ivhiole gaînut
of Seripture and huinan wants that thiey are in the habit of uittcring witli the
dîzil uniforrity-not of a liturgy but of laziness-at their own f.'unily worship).
There is nothing to show that the%- have been searelîing the Seriptures, that
their rninds ]lave been exercised or stirreti up or comiforted by aily thouglht, or
thiat thiere is any vivacity or vitality iii thecir religious life. No young -Chris-
tian fervour scens attracted or dcvelopedl; indieed, there -wouhll semli to be
among lis ln sUch thing as youing christianl Ufe at ail1, witlî its d1elighItful conta-
gionis <,]adness and grrowth. IlDul" is the mildest word, in the opinion of înost
people, to eharacterize the average prayer mneetinîg, and this is its condinnaIII.-
tion, for thiere is no dulliiess wvhere there is strong life. W'hat ean wu do to
drive away this our reproach ? One thing 1 arn persuaded that we iinust do.
WVe mnust convince the Christian people that the prayer nmeeting is the plaîce
whiere tIhey ought to speak and pray as freely as they wouild ini their own bouses
or to their oîvn friends. 1l do ilat inean. that thiey sliould inakec forinai speeches.
or get up discussions, for botlî are bad ; and even if they were good, fi-w have
the mental training to enable thein to, take part in suehi; but just as a îîîan
who couidn't for his lifo inake a ten minutes speech on his oivii business, could
yet engage witlî you in a niost interestingy conversation on it, sa nîany a chris-
tian w-lo -wolld neyer dreani of Iladdilrossingr an audience " could speakz a sen-
tence or two pregnant -%vith the wisdoni of thoughit or experience, and would
speak thern, if hoe feit lie -was ainong friends, each of' whoni, as in a conversa-
tion, wouid ineet his reinarks with sonie others, pcrha.,ps elicited, by his own.
It is tlîis etenent of freonoss, of spontaneity, tlit we lack. Out of it wvould
growv reat things. And whyi should. thiere flot be this whvlen fellowv Chiristiaits
îneet? -FIt is not lackin g at a political, or a shiarehiolders, or a school ineetinig,
not eveni at a rongregrational mneeting, when financial inatters arc bring dis-
eussed. But I have heard that such speakingy by Iaymien lias been 'called
-;,Mcthodisrn" b>- sone. WVcil, 1 write this article chieflv to assure ail snch
timid folk th)at fhr froin deservin<v sucli a nanie, it is actuaily enjoined bhy the
Standards of the Churcli of Scotfnîdi( hundrcds of years before the naine of
"Methiodisin" ivas even invcnted.-I shahl confluýe niyself now to ", the First

Book of Discipline," because iii it and the noble "SotsiConfession " drawn
up by the sanie authors ini the yecar 1560, ire flnd enilhodicd the theology and
desires of the first «roa-t 'ailiers of the Roforniation Churcli, aud bccauSe' in it
there is the mnost <ireet injunction upon ail who are able to echify the flock of
Christ to dIo so. The duty ijs indeod considered so bouiîden thiat, in the spIirit
of thiat a:,timose who refuse to discharge it -are tlireatened with the pains of
*1'icipline " and theiI" Civil Mýagistr*ate." k>In Ilthe Directory for Faînily Wor-
Ahip" agreed to by the Gener-al Assseinbly in 1647, in sctions X and XII.,
"everv incinber of the Kirk " is also instructed and cijrined concerninz the
work of iîîtual edification aumorg the memibers of the body of Chirist; bt it
will suffice at presont to quote fronli tho First Book of Discipline conceriiîg-


