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Switzerland for their kindly reception and care of the British
prisoners (many of them wounded) who m-ere interned in those
countries or who passed throughi them on tF jr return to the
United Kingdom. I 'vas at the' Hague when some contingents
of these moen arrivcd there f rom Germiany on their exehange.
It was one' of the most moving sights 1 have ever wtesd
and I remember that I did note please the' diplomats at the Hague
by saying that these prisoners appeared on leaving Germany
to have emerged into the upper air. The Germans w-ere annoyedl
to have the' ]atherland comparc1 even in(hirectIv with the lower
regions, but I stili think that Holland mnay have seerned hy corn-
parison to hoe an earthly paradise.

"B3ut 1 mnust pass on, and wviIl say a ft!% %vord"S onlly OU1 the
question (if (ontraband. I amn itrongly in agreenit with the
opinion expressed by Lord Finlay that when, at thle commence-
ment of the War, the British Government adopted the Dciara-
tion of London as their guide, they fr11 into error. And it is for-
tunate that, under the pressure of bard facts, the' errol' w-as in
time repaired. The fact is that nowadays wheni not armies
but wv1ole nations make w-ar, and Nv-bon success or failure depexids
as rnuch upcn the national spirit as upon prowess in ai-ms, maetie-
ulous rules qs to what is absolute and w-bat is conditional contra-
band, or as, to what is or is not a continuous -voyage destine([ for
the' enemy, sirnply will not wvork. I remnember the day when first a
cargo of food intended for Germany w-as seized and hield as prize,
and the' day when tht' same fate first oveî-took a cargo of cotton.
If we had b;een bound by the Declaration of London it is probable
that neither could have been seized. Both w-cre (letained and
rightly dctained, and action of tbat class helped to wm the Waî-.L
In saying this I do flot intend for a moment to depreciatc the
value of the estahlished rules of International Law- or of w-cl
considered agreements opeî-ating in wartime.' Englanl kept
lier agreements and obscrved nil1 the rules by Nvhich she wvas
bound. Even (3ermany kept soîne of them; and there Nvai no
belligerent nation which did not pay at least a verbal hornage '

to the principals of International La.It cannot ho denied 'that
those principles suffered in the' War a partial cclipse; but I stil


