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of English history! Three things, h-owever, are to be noted.
First, that the duty end privilege of mditary service are still
buund up with freedom; no unfree man is to be admitted to the
osth of arms. Secondly, that upon freemen the ohligation is still
universai. ‘‘ail burgesses and the whole community of freemen
{tota commnna liberorum hominum) are to provide themselves
with doubtlets, iron skulleaps, and lances.”” Thirdly. that.
closely as freedom had during the centuries of fevdalism become
associated with tenaney of land, the nationzal militia had not been
involved in feudal meshes: the obligation of service remained
still personal, not _erritorial.
In 1205 John, fearing an invasion of the Kingdom, ealled to
arms all the militia sworn and equipped under the Assize. l.e.
all the freemen of the realm. Short-shrilt was to be given to
any who disobeyed the summons: ““Qu: vero ad summonitionem
ne» venerit habeatur pro capitali inimico domini regis et regni.”’
(He who ducs not come shall be r-garded as a capial eremy of
the King and Kingdom.) The penalty was to be the peculiarly
appropriate one of reduction to perpetual servitude. The dis-
obedient and gisloyal subjeet would ipso facto divest himself of
the distinguishing wark of his freedom.

Herry I11. in 1233 and 123% made similar levies. In 1252,
in a notable writ for enforcing Watch and Ward and the Assize
of Arms, he oxtended the obligation of service to villans and
lowered the age limit to fifteer. Edward I reaffirmed these new
departures ir his well-known Statute cf Winchester 11285}, in
which it is enacted tha: ‘‘every man have in his house harness
for to keep the peace after the ancient assize, that is to say.
every man between fifteen yvears of age and sixty years.”
Further, he enlarged the armoury of the militiamen by ineluding
among his weapons the axe and the bow.

The long aggressive wars of Edward I. in Wales and Scot-
land, and the still longer struggles of the fourteenth cengury in
Frarce, could not, of course, be wagnrd by means of the national
militia. Even the feudal levy was unsuited to their requirc-
ments. They were waged mainly by means of hired professional




