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the highest reputatien ; Tronchet, the defender it. Hie suggested no startling or abstract in-
of Louis XVI.; Portais, a philosophie priest novations. Rlis biographer, Lord Campbell,
of conservative leanings ; and AMaleville and commends the prudence and sagacity which
Preameneu ; ail chosen, not only for their forbade his attempting a code. What Bacon
learning- aud experienco, but for theirjndIgment proposed was Ilto compile a metbod and digest
and modleration. These were the Rédacteurs of the Kiug's laws ;" and the argument lie ad-
of the Code Civil, of whieh, however, it is dressed. to the regal pedant \Vas, that "lgreat
a'iways to ho remem'bered that Cambacêres was good would corne front bringiug cases to a te>xt
the parent. The revised version, as corrected law, and setting them down in metbod and by
by the Rédacteurs, and as criticised by the tities." le knew that ibis optration, as it ad-
legal profession ( among whom. it had been vanced, wouid necessarily beget substantive
circulatcd, )> was subrnitted formaily te the improvements; but these, ho wiscly held, must
Conseil d'Eta t, whose comrnittee of legisiation be left to the legisature. Ve cannot otherxvise
framied a riew draft from the materials before understand hlm, wher, ho says that those em-
them. The new draft, thus prepared and thus ployed Ilshouid not bc with a precedent pow er
inatured, wvas discussed article by article in the to concludo, but only to prepare, and propound
Conseil d Etat; the First Consul, as M. Theirs to Parliamnent." And we ari- confirmediluthis

informns us, descending from. his war horse and construction by the report of Lord Colchester,
pot ouly attending every meeting, but astonish- who as chairman of tihe Commou's comrnittce
ingý Ilthe whole world by the novelty and pro- ie 1796, describing the overture cf Bacon te
fundity of bis suggestions." King James, stated that its end was "10o pro-

Iu tisis way, after havîng received the sanc- pare a digested resuit for Parliamentary con-
tjon of the legisiative body, a Code of Civil sideration." Thse immediate effect, however,
Law was, on the Brd of Mercis, 1803, presented would have been to unfold the liiw as it stood,
to the French nation, and U lias governed them. so that ail should not only obey, but, by an
ever since. Tise Code ofProcedure, principaily exorcise of reasouabie intelligence, understand
the work of Cambacéres, appeared in 1806 ; it.
the Code ofCommerce in 1807; thse Code Pénal, Thse formidable task whicb proved too mucis
thse Code d Instruction Crimvinelle, and the for Bacon, was accomplisbed about a century
C'ode Forestier at subsequont periods. These, afterwards (at tise suggestion apparently of
thse result oftwenty years' thought and labour, I3urnet ), by an obscure and nnassisted hard-
forma now thse pocket volume known as tise working barrister of Lincoln's Inn ; for sncb,
Code Napoléon. We bave said enougis to show we helieve, was Lord Chief Baron Comyn, whcn.
tisat it did nlot originate with thse extraordinary ho compiled lu Norman French thse greater part,
man whose Dame it bears, although it became if net tise whole, of bis weil known "lDigest
his glory and his chief boast in after life that; of tise Laws of England ;" embracing env en-
ho had given il consummation. tirejurisprudence, civil, criminal, ecclesiasticaI,

Thse object of tie precoding sketch is to show and constitutionai. This claborate compilation,
lio;v cautiously the Frenchs went to work iu thougis prepared se eariy, did Dot seo tise ligisi
friming their code, and how signai is tise delu- tili 1762.* more tissu twenty years aiter tise
Sion of those ( and they are mauy) who fancy learned judge's deatis, and prebably net less
tisat it was dictai e by Napoleon. Tiseradical than forty after thse date of thse original con-.-
alterations wer nieot great. To 1)0 satisfied of position, whlîcis, inioreover, n'as piiblished un-
tlîls we have on]y to examine the old French der the disadvautage of a translation by un-
treatises; but it Soceins enougis to cite tise ne- kuown editors, who seemn to have been
torious fact tisatumore tissu îiree fourths of tise strangers to tise author. Mucis of tIse law
Code Civil are extracted from or built uponi contained in this work isad of course become
Pothier. Stale. Its arrangement, too, was not always

To tise poweo ec eingevery tiingbeforeisand hsappy. Tise book as a whoie was repulsive;
tise faculty of legislating abl ante, tise gUif of but its malter was gond ; its lawv nas Safe.
prescience lu facl, tise jus-ists employcd by Its propositions wore terse, and its refèrences
Napolean made ne pretensien ; Ilthanks," convenient and copious. In a w ové, it savcd
says the Baron de Locré ( tir editor), "lte thse drudgery of conslaully huntiug up old and
tisat admirable good sense whicis pervades their scattered autisorities. WVe tisorefore cannct
whole performance. wonder that tise profession roceived tise Chief

To turnfrom FrancetoEnglané, wefindthat Baron's performance as a boon, for Il s certain
tise illustrions Bacon bad long mediîated what that tisey still look back upon the douer with
ho called "la particular digest or compilement gratitude and reverence
of the laws of~ bis own counîtvy." Iu his latter If success, se signai and se marvellous, aI-
day of disgrace and depression be acîually tended tise efforts of a single individual lu de-
commenced tisis arduonus undevtaking; but he lineatiug, uuaided, tise entire body of Englisis
'vas obligod "lte lay it aside " from iuability jurisprudence, wiîat ongisî we veasonabiy to
Ilto muster bis pou and forces," and fvoin tise oxpeet fror the labours of a Royal Commission
wanî of hands te iselp ii in a wovk whicis ho engaged lu' a similar operation-remembeving,
truhe tcrnsed eue pcculiarly Ileo assistance."
Caution and moderation. weve tise cisaracteris- cnsfoshaieprejt îiïo1C-n.Qn1cen Ane, ald the fie t tvio Ceorg e. Il' ie b
tics et his sciseme, and ordor was tise object of in 1695.
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