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THE RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

(S"ll cuad.asù).

Dy Wa. h. Moocas, Scotc Lake, N. B.

Wer. out birds classifWe as are plants, accordisg te their
abuities te withstand the. incl.m.ncy of our northern climate, tiie
subet of tiie followimg sketch woutd tank aw a hardy perennial
arng the. avifuma of eastern Canada.

Atthough mot a bird havimg a well-devetoped sosg as do
soe of eur other wister birds. its voice is nevertiietess vei culti-
vated alomg cetain Unmes. Tiie ordmry notes uoumd tike ,wuh
cor ang&,sd, wiiS heard at smm distance-9 are suggestve of
tomeinesa Tii.. tiere are swreet twitterings uttered incessamtty
whes tiie imdividuals of a fanuily ame foragisg arng tree tops
A amoteabe liow of talk le poured forth as tii. mated birds are

Vestiatg a"d decidilg upos a mestimg site.
Tii. search for the. location of the sest apparestty begins in

the. mSoth ef Mfardi. The yasking abutfities are then taxed to a
great extente the birds beimg knowu to uer that cati suinter-
mittemtly for over a half minute. After tiie site is exactly decided
"mponsd work begus, tiie caltimg of the. birds ceases te a great
extent

The. mestisg site is choses in somme decay.d tree trunk, pre.
ferably that cf a ccojufet, tiie second choice being tiie white or softj
suaple The. birds u -mdub-elty understasd tiie method cf drcey in
trees, as the. abeve species of trs soem te decay most mua the.
iieart, and are amr easily ciiipped eut than trucks that are decayed
spa'. the. outalde and souoder tevard the. cestre. Thus, vii.. tiie
bark is pietced,tiie iiardest Ôf the. mimsng is accomplisiied. Vet their
work is often in vais, as tiiày sometimes cone upon knots in the
wood ; tiiese tiiey are usable te chip eut, a&" tiiey are obuag. te
choos a mew site. la sc in stances, tiiey evidestty occupy a
seat cfa previons year, eitiier ose cf their own species or that of
a amawoopck as the femate wouId b. ready te lay tiie effl
befor a -nev st coutd b. excavated. Tii. Iesgth of time oc-
cuupied iu mest nmating la froun two weeka te twe nmeot.


