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are brigbtened to a wooderful degree and the individual beomes
autre alert. self-reliant, and useful. Nature %tudy, to b. amucoess-
fui and take its mout useful place in educasion must deal witb
the begin-iiogs of thingi. le imparts an elementary knowfrdge of
:.lI the commonest things about us, wbich, from their v-cry common-
mes%, are of importance to us. hecause tbey touch us o, frequemtly
and enter so much insu our everyday lives. Nature seudy i. par-

* ticularly suitable for trainling the voung - even tiie lowest grades ofJ schtlars-ý-whose mes art always keen to observe amytbimg new
or -&traige. and wbose minds aire always in a rereptive stat ; but.
alusù, it equally commends itself Io the observant amd tboqitfuid
strident wbatever bis age may be. le is esetially *idrgie
rrork, and kindergarten work i'. essenially nature study.

The. scope of nature study. as stated, sbould as mucb as
possible b. confinetï to, th. timple elements of knowledge. le is
simply a means i., an end. les objece is mot Io teach amy bramcb
of maturai si. ence. but to train tbe mimd <o acuire knwledge in
amy direction tu wbich it may b. specially directed. le dliud mot
b. taugbe by the teacher Io te sciolar, but btudied hy tbe teacher
whh e. scholar-the teacher merely using bis superior kmowhdge
;mnd experience ini directing and encouraging tbe sciiolars to serive
Io learn for tbemselves sometbimg about all things eukh
couic before tiei. In tuis way <bey will become sel --mdente
and wmli mot trust blindly to wbat is told tbem or what <bey &ad in
books, bue tbey % viii examine, coosuder, amd couina everytbing for
tbemselves.

Wrong ideum about mauy Ihiugs in nature are "er wide.
>prend, and tbcve is u inexplicable lack of knowledge on tb. paut
of a large proportion ef te commuuity witb regard to, mauy tbia

many simple ebingç wbich tbey ougbet <o know. Ther is, perhaps,
o swcb wideqmread anmd umecessary cause of umbappinesa or actuel
misury sq tlie fear of being in the dark, wbich is fait by mc uany
cboldren, aud even by many otrowm-up people, aud, yet. if orn cli
ooly think te. matter out carefully, lie ciii bave to cm leg
dms it is au alaos umbeer-o tbing in Cam"d for aml iqsry t


