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unable to read àind forbidden to do so
if she could, and is constantly subjeet
to the abuse of bier husband's relations,
who look upon bier as the direct cause
of their friend's death ; and ail this
while she may be yet a child, because
there bas died, perhaps a man, perhaps
only a littie boy, to whom she was be-
trothed maybe while stili in hier cradie
and whom she may havre neyer seen
From aIl this the only avenues of es-
cape open to ber (for she may not
marry again) are death--aybe by sui-
cide-or worse, a life of infamy.

It is to the relief of this class of ber
,countrywomen, numbered by millions,
that Pundita Ramabai bas devoted her
life.

Even in the midst of this added sor-
row she did not despair. She sold bier
littie home, paid off aIl debts, and six-
teen .montbs after ber busband's deatb
she was on her way to England, bier ex-
penses met by the proceeds of a book
she had written in bier own language on
the woman question in India. In
England she was most kindly received.
Professor Max Muller and other noted
men took up ber cause, -and she was
appointed professor of Sanscrit in
Cheltenbam College. Thbis post she
retained until 1886, wben she came
over to Pbiladelpbia to sec bier gifted
cousin, Dr. Joshee, graduate in the
Wom-an's Medièal College, Philadel-
phia, and to, study educational metbods
on this sid(- of the water. Since then
sbe has written a book, pronounced on
ail sides to be rernarkable, on 1'The
High Caste Hindu WVomani," with an
introduction by Dr. Racliel Bodley,
D.-an of the Woman's Medical College,
Philadelpbia. It contains, apart from
its main purpose of describing graphi
cally the miseries suffered by millions
of women in India, a sketch of ber
own life, and portraits of berseif and
ber cousin, Dr. Joshee, whose deatlh so
soon after ber return to India bas been
such a severe blow to the cause.

Ramabai publicly avowed bier accept-
ance of Christianity wbile in England,
and was baptized in the Cburch of

En, but subscribes to no artidles
but the Aîpostles' Creed, calling lierseht
onlv a Chîristian whose rule of life is
the Neiw Iestanient.

As to hter present personal appear-
ance, Nliss Willard (lescribes ber as a
young womnan of miedium beight, and
oiîly ninety-eight pounds in weigbrt, not
tbi n, bu t smiall-honed, m uscular and
lithe, straigbit as an arrow, ivith action
quick and graceful. Her dress is a
simple grey silk, and lier wvrap native
iie "cbuiddar." A glance at bier face

sboi's dark grey eyes, straiglit flose,
high clieek bonus, mobile lips and peýr-
fect teeth, the wbole surmotinted with
close-eut blue-black liair. S Ile is a
striet vegetarian, bas neyer tasted wine
except at the Chrîstian communion ,er-
vice, and is described as impervious to
praise and only to be wvon by genuine
affection.

Tbe end towards wbich sbe is nov
working is the raising of $2 5,000 to
found and sustain a scbool and a hiome
wbere wîdows may bu cared for and
trained, and to assist bier in this ain
association bas been formed, aniwGng
the officers of whichi are the Rev. E. E.
Hale, 1). D., Rev. Phillips Brooks, 1) 1).,
Mliss Willard, D)ean Rachel Bodley,
M1. 1)., and ïMiss A. P'. Granger, Ca.ýnan-
daigrua, N. V., the corresponding Secte-
tarv, 'Yaniabai Circles," too, are beîng
formed A over tbe country, the nien-
bers of whicb are pledged to give one
dollar a year for ten years to the work.,
A fée of ten dollars miakes one a lifè
meinber. Tbe limit is fixed at ten
years, because R\'amabai believes that
in that, tinie, tbroughi the developmcint
of public sentiment in India itself, the
cause wvîll bave become self-supporting.
It is distinctly stated that this is a purely
educational work, not a missi-nary
niovemcnt as ive understand the terni,
as that, Raniabai féars, iin tbe present
state of H indu prejudice, w~ould be fatal
to its progress.

If eacb lutter in the Bible be taken
for a person, it will take eigbty B3ibles
to represent the population of China.


