s .

it he would obtain what he neceds How
vain to say, there is no reason in prayer,
for God knows what we need even be-
fore we ask it. Look at the example of
Christ. No abstract reasonings will set
aside what is plainly a duty, and what is
obviously a privilege. Christ prayed.—
“ Sit ye here while I ¢go and pray yon-
der.” Never such importunate prayers
ascended from this earth. Inall circom-
stances of trial aund temp'ation, we may
betake ourselves to prayer.  Dut
let us first see that we do really
tay.  Let it not be the praver of
ypocrisy, tut that which proceeds from
unfeigned lips. Let 1t not be the prayer
of form, but irue prayer, the praver of
faith  Think of Christ’s praying in the
garden—and at all rimes relieve yonr bur-
dened spirits by the same cries and tears,
the same urgent prayers. Christ retired
when be was going to pray.  * Sit ye here,
while I po and prav yowder” Retire-
ment it often snitable to prayer Our
own wants, perhaps, can be best express-
ed alone. Quor own griefs can he pour-
ed into no otlier ear but God’s.  We may
make known all our griefs—we may « -
press all our wants to him. Ile kn .=
them all heforehand, but we may vo a. s
utter them all in his hearing, and he will
regard the praver of fai-h. Christ’s pray-
er was heard though the cup drd not pass
from him. He was heard, the apostle
tells us, in that he feared. What did he
fear? Did he foar lest e should  disho-
~ur God, and not vomplete his wore ¢ ~
Was he aftaid lest he should faint in the
way. As possessed ofa sinless humanity,
he had all its sinless fears and apprehen-
s'ons ; and he shvank from suffering—
therefore it was that he prayed : “Father,
if it be possible, let this cup pass from
me.”  IFit liad been passible, he was wil-
licg to be delivercd from this extreme
suffering.  This was a veal praver; and
it shows the intensity of Chris'’s agony,
of his sufferings, when he wonld Dbe de-
livered from them, if poxible. Christ
was heard in that he feared. There ap-
eared an angel unto him, strengthening
im. He was strengthened with strength
inwardly ; sothat he was able at last to
say: “ Arise, let us’ be going, behold he
is at hand who doth betray me ™ Iedid
not leave that praying ground without an
ansver He was girt for the contest.—
He was now prepared for the worst. He
baffled the powers of darkness in the gar-
den, and he went to contend with them
en the cross! He was uphbeld even un-
dor the stroke of God’s wrath, and he
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went forward to encounter that anew g
the great act of sacrifice itself. We may
not have our prayers answered in the way
that we wish, but they may be heard
notwihstanding, as eflectually, and wore
for our goad and for God’s elory
It is remarked in  enry’s own incom.
parable way: © Thick as the cloud was,
Christ could see God asa Fa her through
it. In all our addresses to God we should
eye himasa Father, as our Father; and
itis ina special manner comfortable to
do so when weare inan agony. Ttisa
pleasing string toharp upon at such a time;
my PFather; whither should the (hild ¢:,
when any thing grieves h'm La. to lns
Father?” .
Christ connected his prayer with the
condition : % nevertheless, not as 1 will,
but as thon wil'.”  This does not inply
that Chr -'s will was at variance with
Go’s will—* not as I will, but as thou
wilt.”  He wasstill willing, if'ir was God's
will, to suffer.  1le did not shriuk fromit
it it was Gol’s will that the cup should
not pass from him. Christ could say,* [
delight to do thy will, O my Goil, yea
Yy law is wihin my heart.” Christ
, cased not himself It was God's will hs
. une taperform, and nothing would wake
him vresile or diaw back, thoush
it invelved such nconceivabic agony and
suffering as for a moment to produco
a recoil % O, my Father, if it le
possible, let thas cup pass from me, never-
theless not as / will but as thow wilt"~
Do we not learn alesson of submission
here to the will of God in whatever cir-
cumstances we are placed? Tt is hard
for flesh and bivud, often, to endure the
sufferings imposed upon us.  Qur hearts
i bel azainst them, or sink wnder them.
But God's will must be done—
Not all the risinas of nature, not
all  the struoglings of our own
hearts will mend the matter. God's will
is paamonnt, and our prayer, our words
of devotion and submission must be : “nct
as T will, butas thon wilt” Ttisa tard
lesson to learn, but it must be fearncd—
In the school of Christ all are moic orless
partakers of this discipline; and itisa
salutary discipline. Tt brings the will inlo
conformity with God's, Ifall wercagree-
able to the believer, all would doubtless
be according to-liis own will, and how
then would his will be disciplined, s03s
to become conformed to God's? Itis
when it is God’s will, even although not
agrecable to us, that we ave tried whether
we will still choose Gods will
be dumb, not opening eur month—




