
B3IBLE SOCIETY RECORDER. '9
The Board met in the evening of Tuesday, Deceniber the lOtlî, at 11Rdf

I)ast savon o'cloclc, the Rev. Manly Benson in the chair. Tho Rev's. B.
B3ryant and Janmes Grant led tho devotional exorcises. The minutes of last
meetin.- were read and approved. A report wvas subinitted frein the Agency
and Colportage Coir-nitteo and approved. A lotter f romn tho *Rov. Goo. H
Sandwellwias read, accepting the position of Director on theBloard. Thoe v.
N. S. Hun+, D.D., Secretary of the Arnorican Bible Society, in a communi-
cation dated the 26t1î November, iiîformred the Board tliat thu 75th Annivor-
sary Meeting of thoir Society would 'bo held in New York on tho l3th May
next, and at the sanie time r-eqtiested- the Directors te send a representative ofj
tluB -Society who .would take part in the meeting on tln.t occasion. The
Direotors cordially accepted the invitation and elec'ted the Rev. John Burton
te visit the American friends as they desire. The 11ev. Mr. Burton accepted 1
die appointmnent. A letter was read fromn the Rev. E. F. Wilson of the
Shin-wauk Indian Schooi at Sauit Ste. Marie, thanking the Board for the
donation of Bibles made te his mission and requesting a uteZiD ftîe
Bibles of a 1irger sîze; granted. An application fromn thoc Superintendent Gf the 1
Mission Union, Toronto, dated 15t'- inst., was subiritted fur a gift of 30 Bibles 1
for the use of those attending the rnissirn ; jýranted. The Seeretary stated
that arrangements hiad been made for a meeting of the joint Conuniitteo on 1
" Ketchnmir Trusts " with a view te an early distribution cf prizos te the
s-.iîolars attending the various Sunday Sehiools in this city, in accordance i
with tho termns cf the bequest. The mnmes of several gentlemen were su--
g-ested as desirable te attend and speak at our annual mefing te o bcheld in
the latter part of May next and the Secretary was instructed te open corres-
pontience with the object of securing sucli services. The usual routine busi-
ness liaving been disposed of, tba meoeting ivas elosed with prayer led by the
11ev. H. Grasett Baldwin. In________

NOTES 0F THE MONTH.

FItOM 1-1E IlBRITISHI AND FOREIGN BIBLE -SOCIETY REPORTER.'

A uRETROSPEcT OF TEN YEÂIIS.

A leadling member of Ooniniittee, W. Blomifield, Esq.. lias recently made
a caref ul survey of the last ton years of the Society's lîistory. Some of the
results are very instructive. In 188O the Society had seventeen fereign
agents; in 1890 tiiere are twventy-seven. Tiien there wvere 238 versions in
circulation, now there are 291. The price-list of the various editions at that
time occupied fifteien pages, but it lias gradually increased te twenty-three.
The circulation lias mnuol increased - iii 1880 it was 2,780,361. ; ini 1890 it
was 3,792,263. The issues for the Blind have aise largely extended. Tho

An2ual Repert lias, with the grewing îvork, naturally doveloped its size :ten
years age it wvas a volume of 27?2 pages ; new it is 47,5, and tlîis after careful
compression. It must, however, be regretfully noted tlîat the tot.d incoe
of the Socictv hias met grown wvitlî its other growth ; it was £213,34? in 1880; 1
in '1890 it ivas only £212,077. Other facts and comparisons serve te reassure
the inid on the financial position, but there is evidently ample cause for
serions watchfulness and for lieartier work,. It adds a touch of natural sor-
rowv te the retrospeet te notice that during the decade sixteon memibers of
the General Comrnittee have died.

The end of the year lias corne at last, anci the retrespeot is naturally very
varied. To soine the baekward look is painful, te others full of gladucas and
peace. Nowv, perhaps, is the tinie te study tlîe wisdom. of Ilforgktting timose
thinga which are behind "--wliether sad or joyful-in cemparison with the
more urgent duty of Ilreaclîing forth. nnto tiiose things wvhich are before."JThe failure must net depress ns, mer the success elate ns tee inuelh. Let


