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WEALTH.

* - MON,\G thie leaders of the different -sohools of economy,
- a controversy of more or less intensity is stili main-

tained as to the imeaning of wealth, its cause, its con-
-stitueîîts and its scope. Many are thec definitions that

are subrnitted to our consideration, but so widely different are thiey,
and s0 -diamictrically opposed do sonie seern to lie that, the student
is at a loss wvhicli one to take and acjopt as bis starting point. But
as one miust have a clear idea of the subjcct lie is about to study,
.and as suchi clear idea is emibodied in flic definition, ' yaw't
ihe hl-p of leading modern econonîists, venture to define %vealth
tlîus the suni total of niaterial objects, found iii nature, possess-
cd Ibv mnan in excess of pure need and having the two-fold capacity
ofý exclhangcability and of gratifying a desire. So, wc sec tlîat

welhscientiflcally considered, bears the saine meanino it lias iii
coninion parlance.

From the above definition we sec that a tîiiîg, in order to lie
a constituent of xvealth, miust bce useful and have value ; useful iii
as far as it gaiesa clesire -,valuable owiîîg to its pow'er of ex-
c-hange. M.\oreover-, the thîing inust bc in excess of pure need, for
no one can lie teruîîcd richi or lie said to possess -wealth if the
tli*iigs.7 possessed anwrbut to thie present uîeeds. By' the ivords,

surn total of miaterial ob)jeets,'' wc niiean that wealth is a collective
tcrni and îlot a distributive one. -A slîcct of paper In cxccss of pure
nccd -%vould not niakze a mian wealh. This slieet and otlier arti-
cles should bc caillcd clients or itemis of wvealth. 0f course, the
nunîber of clenients required to constitute \vealtli is relative, anîd
whlat would be w-calth for one nîight lic povcrty for another. Ali
depends on the ian iziiisclf', bis waîîts and the degCre of civifizza-
tion in.-iie lice Iiv-es.

The takzing of flic collective terni in a distributive seuise lias
]ed to tlie cri-or w-hich consists iii calling- wcaltli ans- article iii excess
of Dure need.

Tlie cconomiists wlio upliold that: tlîcory, base it on thec fact tlîat
the nuiiibcr of itemîs of m.-caltlî docs uîot change the niature of the

lae..<Plus niinusve non nîntat spcc. -Ieiîce, niv itenm, l'C
il ever so sniall, can he called wvcaitlî ii thec sanie Nvav as One
gyraiiî of corn is grain just as niuci -as a bushiel of it. The error is
apparenît. What tlîcy fail to sec is tlîat grain is a distributive terni
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