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ters upon the lîistory of mankind, is cmibcdded iii our faitlî, our
worshiip, and our mode of life. This event is not a figmient, of
thc' imagination as the "w'isc-" would hiave us l)elieve, nor is it
a medioeval fiction or a poetic faney; for Clhristmas is a historie
fact. The soul of it lias been the inspiration of the most beauti-
fiii and appealing art; the sfory of it lias'becomne tixe vcry heart of
faitlî and ritual; the uses ôf if have been iinarvelloiusly wroughit
into the fibres of social and conmmercial li4fe; its activities and
produets are everywhiere visible. The story of Christmnas is en-
tirely detachied from locality; it lias eseapcd the limitations of
time and the aliiost indestructible barriers of race; to ail it is
"the sw'eetest story ever tol.d," for it holds a first place iiithe art,
literature and religion of ftic modern w%,orld.

The historical accuracy of ftie Story of Bethlehem lias been
doubted by fixe so-called "highi crifies"; but this should not
surprise us as tliey have also cast doubts upon. fie Divinity of
fthe Incarnate God, and even suggest, inferentiaily at ieast,
axnendments to ftxe great moral code li-nowvn as the Decalogue.
Notwifhistanding flicerities, fthe accuraey of the Story of Bethie-
hemn is unquestioniable iîistorically; and the Nativity, -which giv'es
it soiemnity, is aufhienticated by Je-w anid Gentile. We îwuvst, of
course, differentiate the fact, fromn the finiie of its occurrence, as
this is stili a matter of speculation for nîaxiy believers ivhio are
not of the lhousehiold of flhe faith.

Thou gli flot ftic cardinal feasf of Christiauity (this is rc-
served for iEaster Day aeeomding to patmisfic feaching, *bascd
lîpon the earliest traditions), -we find that the dlay of Christ's
Nafivity lias ftic sanction of fthc centuries as one of the greatesf
celebrations of flic Christian year. Among flic earliest reordls
regarding the celebration of Christmîas Nve have two categories
of documents - "«Calenidars."' and «,Mart.Yroiogies"; but it i-ý
not easy to differentiate between the two, as flicy naturally
shade info eaeh other. The most remarlIahie record of the early
observance of Chrisfmas is flic so-calledI "Philocalian Calendar"
w'hich, liowever. hardly deserves ftic nanie of Christia-n record.
as if is really a conimon-place book compiled by Dionysius
Philocalus (c-jr. 354). Its value rests eliefly in two lists headcd:
"Dcpositio Martyrum," and "Depositio Episcoporni"; but in
ftic list of feasts eelcbrated at thiat p.eriod., we flnd the "Nativitas
Christi" (Nativity of Christ) set for flic montli of Decexuber.
.Another ýanelent: document is flic "Calendar" of Ptolmeius Syl-
vius (cir. 448). Tlhis is a nicdley of facts and Leasts soxnewhlat
sinîiar to oîîr modemn alii,maas, It indicated ti sittings of tixe


