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at any other place. The terminais of the
aerial cables are thoroughly protected by bath
gerotind plates & fuse wires, so that no light-
ming or other heavy current can endanger any
part of the apparatus in the office. The wires
are brought from the railway f0 the office by
cable.

9n the second floor is the office of the Sup-
erintendent of Telegraphs for the Pacific divi-
sion, a room for newspaper correspondents &
the battery room. In the battery room there
are 500 snîall celis of storage batfery for
Working the main lines, & 8 celîs of a much
larger type for working the sounders. These
batteries take up very littie space, and replace
Somie 1,200 chemical celis which were used in
the old office. Their capacity is equivalent to
4,01-1 celîs of the old style.

The architect of the building was C. R.
Oldershaw & the contractor T. Tompkins.
W. J. Camp, recently appointed Superinten-
dent of the' Co. 's eastern teîegraph lines,
planned out the whole work of fitting the
Office while he held the position of Electrician
of the Co., & went out to Vancouver in Jan.
tO slperintend the work, in which he was as-
Ssted by J. Fletcher, chief operator at Van-
couver, Who is an expert electrician & has be-
corne thoroughly familiar with the new appli..
ances. It may be added that in future al
mnessag 9es received in the Vancouver office
wii bWritten on typewriter machines.

.Superintendent Wilson, of the Pacific Divi-
Son, Says the telegraph line recently opened
along the line of railway from West Robson
tO Midway, B.C., is one of the best con-
tructed in Canada & that a large business is

already being done on if.
.The Co. bas purchased the building which

if has for some years occupied as telegraph
heaidquarters at the corner of Hospital & St.
Francois Xavier streets, Montreal. The
building will be replaced by an up-to-date
structure, the erection of which will probably
be cOmmenced in the spring. Temporary
quarters will have to be found, but where

teewiil be bas not yet been decided upon.
t oo early to say what the plans of the

new structure will be like, but it is safe ta,
assume that the building will be a credit alike
to the Co. & f0 the city.

On the lines west of Lake Superior a large
am1ount of work will be done during the com-
îng Summer. The work of strengthening &
renewing the pole line, wbich bas been in pro-
gress for the past three years, will be continu-
ed. The main line on the Western Division
Will be finished f0 Laggan. The line from
rort William will be first class throughout in
every respect, & second to none on the con-
tinent. To provide adequate facilities, addi-
tional wires wilI be strung in Manitoba, be-
tween Winnipeg, Napinka, & Estevan, & on
the main uine west of Moosomin. On the
Pacific Division considerable work will be
dine on the pole line on the main & branch

line. Aditinalwires will be strung in theOotenay district.

The Pacilic Cabie Question.

In the British House of Commons, Feb. i,
J. F.flogan, M. P., questianed Colonial Secre-
tary Chanmberlain in regard to the Pacific cable
Seheme, & elicited the foiiowing repiy

"i arn making enquiries with a view to a
settlement of some definite scheme wif h re-
gard to the Pacific cable. These enquiries
relating to tecbnical questions necessarily
take time.- There is no doubt but that there
Will be no avoidable delay."

Mr. Hogan also had an enquiry in regard
t'O the concessions f0 the Easfern Extension
Telegraph Co., by the Government of New
-South Wales & Mr. Chamberlain, in reply,
said that he ùnderstood that the application
Was undf-r the considerafion of the Australian
Governmeîit, but he had not yet been informed

wbether they had arrived at a decision. The
bearing of the application on the prospects
of the Pacific cabie would no doubt have been
fully considered by tlîem.

The Colonial Office is in receipt of a number
of communications from Canada and the
Australian colonies regarding the pending
danger to ftle scbeme for an ail-British cable
from Canad#a to Australia through the grasp-
ing metbods of the Easfern Telegraphi Co.
Lord Stratbcona pointed out that the conces-
sions f0 the Eastern Telegraph Co., in New
South Wales, sanctioned by the Colonial Of-
fice, but nof yet put into effect, are likely f0 be
inimical to the scbeme, & it is now learned
that land line facilities asked for by the cable
company in Australia are not likely to be
granted until the matter is tboroughly sifted.
The board elected to go into the question of
the cost of constructing the Imperial cable is
continuing its labors, & the calîs for t enders
arc to be sent out shortly. Its hands are
strengthened by the British Empire League,
which bas passed a resolution in favor of re-
fusing assent ta the concessions asked for, &
recording ifs opinion that the Pacific cable
scheme is of vital strategic & commercial im-
portance to the Empire.

flontreal Telegraph Company.

At the 53rd annual meeting in Montreal,
Jan. i i, the followirig balance sheet was pre-
sented f0 Dec. 31, 1899:

ASSETS.

Telegraph lnes.......................î,z,8ao
Telegraph cables.......................... 33-487.39
Offices & equipoient.... .. ........... .. ... 212,500.00
Real estate, in Montreal, Ottawa, Quebec

& Toronto.......... .......... ... 279,946-46
Cash, other real estate (aid telcgraph build-

ing, St. Sacrament St., Montreal), ac-
counts receivable, &c................. 115,988-13

$2.367,8, 1 .98
LIABILITIES.

Shareholdcrs' capital.................. ... $210001c.00.o
Dividend 14-3, payable Jan. 1.5. igoa.......... 40.000.00
Unclaimed dividends........................ '

8
6. aa

$2.040.586.z0
Excess of assets over sharebolders capital 151,823.5
Contingent fund.......................... 75,401-93

$.6,11.98

Since the presentation of the last annual re-
port, 4 quarterly payments of t he dividend of
8 % per annum, guaranteed by the Western
Union Teiegraph Co., have been made. The
Co. continues free fromn debt or encumbrance
of any kind.

The directors were unanimousiy re-elected
as follows :-President, A. Alian; other direc-
tors, H. Mackenzie, J. joseph, W. Wain-
wright, H. Archbald, H. A. Allan, W. Mc-
Master.

Dominion Government Telegraph LUnes.

J. B. Charleson left Ottawva Jan. 3 1, with 25
men, ta construct the brancb telegraph line
befween Bennett & Aflin, B.C.

Some information about the Kamloops Nic-
ola, B.C., telegraph line wlii be fouind under
the head of General Telephone MatI ers on
this page.

The Dawson Board of Trade has petitioned
the Yukon Council to consider the advisability
of extending the telegraph service down the
river as far as Forty Mile, the boundary sett le-
mient ta the north. The large U.S. popula-
tion in Dawson are discussing the possibility
and usefulness of a service from Forty Mile ta
St. Michael's.

Dominion Commissianer Ogilvie, in discuss-
ing t he question of Aaska and Yukon Ter-
ritory telegraph service, asserts bis belief that
that country is especially adapted for the
Marconi sysfem, on account of the succesion
of mountain peaks & the rarefied condition of
the atmospbere. He would like ta see the
systern tried there.

The Northern Coimmercial Telegrapb Co.,
gives notice of an application to the Dominion
Parliament for an act extendirîg tbe time for
commencing & cnmpleting the lines author-
ized ta be constructed by the Co., fa increase
ifs capital stock, & for other purposes.

Nearly 200 skilied telegrapb operators from
the British Post-Telegraph Department have
gone to the seat of war in South Africa, & have
been rendering splendid service. The Wheat-
stonîe automafic systein is used on the field of
baffle, & probably for the first time in the bis-
tory of warfare. [t was worked duplex. Tele-
graphers were under fire for a whole day at
Modder River, & stili sent their messages.
Bath official despatches & press messages,
numbering ioo,ooo words, were sent at this
time. Alter the Magersforntcin hattle thle
operatar sent despatches at the rate Of 200
words a minute. A tape, of course, wvas pre-
pared by punchers in advance.

[t is said that the Ann Arbor Ry. bas closed
a contract with the Marconi people for appar-
atus to operate a system of wireless tele-
graphy in cannection witb the car ferry busi-
ness of f bat road across Lake Michigan. One
office is tri be at Frankfort, Micb., an the east
side of the lake, & fthe ather at Menominee,
Mich., on ftbe west side, fthe distance between
the two points being 83 miles. A direct line
between tbe twva points passes across the
peninsula ta the east of Green Bay. At pres-
ent the railway company must depend for
telegraphic communication, upon a lino around
the lake, through Chicago, &, quite fn-e-
uenfly, during storîny weather, the company
is put ta a goad deal of inconvenience by the
interruption of such communication. It is
said thaf if this system fails fa aperate satis-
factoriiy a cabie will be laid across the lake.

General Telephone flatters.

If is said that the Nova Scotia Telephone
Co. will ext end its lines ta Sydney, wvhich will
include cable connectian across the Straif of
Canso.

The Columbia Telephone & Teiegrapb Ca.
& the Spokane Falls & B.C. Telephone Co.
have amalgamated. Their uines run tbrough
the various mining camps &t towns of West
Kaatenay.

If is annaunced that the Dominion Minister
of Public Works bas arranged for the tele-
grapb uine recentiy completed between Kam-
loops & Nicola, B.C., f0 be changed ta a tele-
phone system.

J. R. Brown, solicitor, gives notice thaf ap-
plication will be made ta the B.C. Legisiature
ta incarporate a campany fa construcf & oper-
ate telephone & telegraph lines witbin that
province & with other powers.

The Peopie's Telephone Ca. gives notice of
application f0 the Quebec Legislature for the
confirmation of pawers already given by ifs
leffers patent, for an increase of ifs capital
stock, & for thle issuing of bonds.

The Pontiac Telephone Ca., witiî head-
quarfers af Bryson, Que., bas soid ifs plant,
&c., ta the Rev. G. A. Picotte, of Calumet
Island, & the Rev. V. Ferrarie, of Vinton. If
is said ta be their intention ta extend the line
to Pembroke, Ont.

The New Westminster & Burrard Inlet
Telephone Ca., wbich operates in Vancouver
& New Westminster, connects by ifs long dis-
tance lines wifb 15 ather offices in British Col-
umbia, most of wbich are in the delta of the
Fraser. If alsa bas long distance connect ion
wifh 31 points in Idaho, 56 in Oregon, & 127
in Washington.

A Toronto broker bas issued a prospectus
of the Dodge Telephone Ca. of Canada, Ltd.,
the capital being stated as $3,ooo,ooo, divid-
ed info ,5oo,000 8% fixed cumulative prefer-
ence shares of $i eacb and $z,5oo,ooo on-dm-
an-y shares of $ i each, for the former of which
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