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AN OFFENSIVE DISEASE.

—

BY KNOXONIAN.

The disease we refer to Is popularly
known as swelled-head. Some people call
it big head.

Physically considered, the head of 2 man
who has this disease is not usually large.
Iodeed it is generally beneath the average
size, His egotism, self-concelt, self-con-
sclousness, self-assertlveness, however, are
abnormally large. The bralo is often small,
but the Ego is colossal.

The symptoms of swelled head are well
marked. You never need to make a scienti-
fic diagnosis to find them. Theyare on the
surface. In fact, the symptoms geverally
thrust themselves upon you aud you caunot
help seelng them even when you don’t want
to see them. Io bad cases they are as palp-
able as a mountain.

The superintendent of one of our insave
asylums was once badgered in the witness-
box by a lawyer who insisted on making the
great speciallst give one symptom that was
present in all cases of insanity. The super-
intendent showed that there are many symp-
toms and that they differ in different persons.
The lawyer persisted in demanding one
symptom. Well, said the superintendeat,
if there is one symptom more prevalent thau
any other I should say it Is the Zabi¢ of ask-
ing foolisk questions.

If we were put In the witness-box and
asked to give one symptom of swelled head,
present in alniost every case, we should say

EGOTISM.

1f a man talks continually about what *X”
did—heavy emphasis oo “[”—what “I1”
sald, what “1” am dolng, what “1" io-
tend to do, you may safely conclude that his
head is badly swelled. In fact, there is no
surer symptom of swelled head than continu-
ally talking about oneself.

Self-assertion, self-conceit, self-consclous-
ness, arrogance, assurance, are all symptoms
of swelled head.

The pride that apes humility isa symp.
tom.

Swelled head is not confined to any class
of humanity. It is found among all men,
though it may prevail more in some classes
than ln others and more in youth than in
advanced years.

The percentage of swelled head Is said
to be larger amoong schoolmasters and clergy-
mea than among any other class. Quite
itkely that is true. If mien are placed in a
position In which they can talk by the hour
without being contradicted or even questlon-
ed ; thelr heads are very likely to swell.

Students are often said to be sorely afilict-
ed with head swelling. We doubt very much if
the diseasa prevalls to any counsiderable ex-
tent among real studeots. A goung man
attending college is not necessarily a stud-
ent. We happen to know a considerable
number of young men who really did study
and who won high honours in arts, in law
and in medicine and there is nota single
case of swelled head among them. We
have the pleasure of knowing several young
iadies who took brilliant university courses
and they are as far as possible removed from
swelled head.

The brilliant students of ovr college days
—such men as Munre Gibson, John Camp-
bell Thomas 3oss and others—had no symp-
toms of head swelling. Perhaps Tom Mass,
as we used to call him, was the brightest
man ever raised in Oatarlo, and he was as
modest and kindly as he was bright. Real
students are seldom afilicted with head
swelllng,

The men at college who do 70/ study are
as a rule the men whose heads are badly
swelled, Get a fellow at the Divinity Hall
who dodges his examinations or fails in
them, who clips his sessions and trles to
shorten his course, but who is

JOPULAR ON THE FIELD,
and you may possibly find an aggravated
case of swelled head.

. may becured or at least mitigated.
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Perhaps no class of men are so sorely
afflicted with swelled head as travelling
ovaugelists, Glven the delusion that
you alone can preach the gospel, that you
have a monopoly of converting power, and
add to these delusions the intoxication that
comes to such people from addressiog
crowds, and you have nine times outof ten a
most odlous aad offenslve case of swelled
head.

It is saddening to think that swelled

heads are so often assoclated with loud pro-
fessions to superior plety. Oune of the most
aggravated, one of the most offeasive cases
of swelled head ever seen in Canada was
that of a man who posed asa speciclist in
“holivess” aud forelgn misstons, So
odious was that man’s egotism that it was
palaful for a modest man to assoclate with
bim in such ordinary matters as arranging
the programme for a public meeting.

Clerical swelled head Is far too common.
If there was lass of it perhaps it would wot
be so difficult to ralse mouey for augmenta-
tion and other usefal schemes.

Success at the beginning of any course
in lite is likely to cause more or less swell-
iog in the upper story. The first successful
speech, the first success inthe pulpit, the
first article that was oot put in the waste
basket, the first success at the polls, first suc-
cess In any line should be closely watched.

Ta a great majority of cases swelled head
Increas-
ed knowledge, increased experience, In-
creased grace, sanctified affliction and hard
knocks from 1ivals are among the best remne-
dies for big head.

Some cases are absolutely incurable.
1f a man has big head at fifty you may write
incurable after his name.

A youth who “ writes for the weekly
papers " is very likely to have big head,

We bave known some violent cases of
swelled head among farmers.

We had a few more things to say about
big head, buttimels up.

THANKSGIVING, OR THE JOY OF
HARVEST.

——

BY W. G. JORDAN, B.A.

——

Io the olden time people used to make
more of the Harvest Season than we do now,
both in the way of social festivity and re-
ligious celebration. This does not prove
that they were in the whole rapge of life
more intelligeot and devout, but that they
clearly recognized the blessing ofa good
harvest. It Is not needful to dance ang sing
amid the standing corp, or to tura our
church service ioto a gorgeous carnival, but
we may in simple aod beautiful ways ac-
koowledge the God of Harvest., We all ad-
mit theoretically our constast dependence
upon God and the need of gratitunde for
those common mercies which crown the year
with gladoess. It may not be amiss then
to note some influences, which while they
ought to work the other way, seem to hinder
our gratitude from being perfectly spoataune-
ous and richly exuberant,

The very commanness of our blessings,
In recent years we have had drawbacks,
dissappointment and low prices, but never
anything wide-spread or utter failure. In
the flat fen country of Lincolashire (Eog-
land) for three or four successive seasoos 1
have seea the raln pour dowa from the dark,
distressful skles. What a tentible time that
was for farmers, and others who sufizred
with them | and what sadness came over
one when thioking of those who through
destroying floods lost a great part of their
liviog ! Here, whatever other difficulties we
may have had, our harvests have come round
regniarly and have been safely gathered in.
We are in danger of undervaluing that which
is common and making it commonplace.
It is well, however, to remember that this is
the sigo of a dry, commonplace soul. The
devont spirit regards this regularity of bless-
ing as a perpetual miracle, a wonder of
God's mercy, a token of His love. Thus
we see that gratitude {snot simply a demand
which God makes upon us, it isa need of
our own highest life.

PRESBYTERIAN.

We do not know the privations which
aere so real to our forefathers. lu the old
days when the world was so big and move-
ment around it so stow, the fallureof a crop
in a particular place was much more serlous
than now. It might mean uot only the loss
of part of one's income, but immediate
danger of buager to both rich aud poor.
Now men can whisper thelr wapts round the
globe in a few minutes and food can come
from the mast distaat parts in a few weeks
Those who lived in dark, unsettled times
were not sure they would reap the harvest
they had sown ;in a very literal and cruel
sense, ‘ one sowed and aunother reaped.”
‘The wild Arab (or Indian) came by night to
make havoc and plunder, or the husband-
men were compelied to flze before an army,
glad to. save themselves behind the walls of
a " feoced city,” while they left their crops
at the mercy of the foe. Insuch times peo-
ple were prepared to be grateful and glad
whep they saw a good harvest safely housed
without let or hindrauce. From thankful
hearts and lusty fhroats they raised ** the
song of harvest home.”

The harvest does not bring us all that we
want. Our lives are not so simple as the
life of our fathers : there are so many things
that we desire and we are prone to grumble
If we cannot get. Sime would be glad if
they could see their way through all the,
practical problems of another winter. Some
would like more clothing, more furniture,
more books or pictures. Or perhaps it is
more money that we crave because we think
that it contains ** the promise and potency ”
of all earthly needs. In ocur perversity of
nature we prize what we cannot get, more
than what we have, and this mars our
gratitude.

Some murmur when the sky is clear
And wholly bright to view,

If but onc spot of dark appear

In their great heaven of blue,

And some with thankful joy are filled

I1f but one streak of light,

One ray of God's good mercy gild

The darkaess of their night.

In these modern days of scientifie chemis-
lry and agricultural colleges we are in
danger of moving God back. Let us not say
a word against science or the study of laws
which rule the seeds and the soils. This
patient study is part of the work which God
will bless and reward. But we ought not
to think that because we know more of
natural processes we know less of God. The
fact is the reverse for nature also is a revela-
tion of God. In Him we live and move and
have our being and Heis not far from any one
of us. We thiok that it is & mere matter of
our machinery, our fertilizers, our cleverness,
our work. We may have pridein the harvest
but sot the deepest joy, for that can only
come from the recrgnition of God.

These reasons may perhaps account for
our comparative coldness and lack of true,
honest enthusiasm, but they do not excuse
us ; they rather call us, in loud, clear tones,
to cultivate a childiike, thankful joy.

Man as a rule does not do any work ua.
less he expects some return, some real frait,
This is oot selfishness, it is simply sanity ; it
is a law of our being to expect to reap where
we have sown. Even when men uadertake
some task merely to give themselves healthy
occupatioo, taey have the sufficient motive
of delivering themselves from tormenting
emptiness and weariness. To do work
which isuno use to ourselvesor others may
be convict. labor, but it is nota true man's
toil. Prisoness are at times doomed to use-
lesslabour, to carry stones up hill and then
roll them back again, to turn a wheel which
pumps no water and grinds 5o grain ; what
cap be more painful than such toil with no
joterest and no hopeinit?

We may make our life such prison-work,
we may spead our money for that whichis
vot bread and our labour for that which
does not satisfly, but there is no need that
we should condemn qurselves to a life of
dradgery and disappointment.

The joy of harvest 1s the joy of work
well done, not the pleasure from a smart
clever stroke, or glee over aa unexpected
plece of “ fuck,” but the joy ofone that has~
had to work some space of time in silence
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and prayer. The joy of the husbandman,
when winter's storms and summer's droughy,
when destructive plague or devouring bl
have all past, and the golden grain stands
safe before his eyes, The joy of the teacher
who bas given much patient thought and
gentlehelp to a promislag pup.l, and now be.
holds a capable, honorable, well-equipped
man, The joy of the mother when ale
long years of patlent suffering and prayerfol
toil she is reawarded by the sight of a noble
son playiog well his part o the battle of life,
The joy of the preacher when he kaows that
the seeds of truth have been watered by the
refreshing showers from heaven and have
brougbt torth frult to the good of men and
the glory of God. Of those who trusi g
God it is thus fulfilled, ' they joy before L'bee
according to the joy of harvest.”

The highest hacvast joy {s se\fssacnfice
which achieves Its worthy purpose, “ He
shall see of the travail of his soul and shay
be satisfied.”” * He for the joy that was set
before him endured the cross despising the
shame.” The Christlan religlon does no
call to vain sacrifice, to useless mutilation of
any part of our life. Wae are called to sacri-
fice the low to the high, the base to the
noble, the aaimal to the ange!, seitto G d.
The great suffering that our Lord endured
was for the hollest purpose, to teveal God
and save meo, to atone for sin and bnng
new life to faithful souls. Whea we bow be
forz Him In penitence and find the wayto
God, He tastes the jiy of harves, 1t we
spend our youth in a giddy rouad of pleasure
secking, what harvest can we expect? i
our first thought is to get through lileas
easily as possible, what kind of meo and
women can we expect to bs? How canithe
man who grasps all greedily for bimself joy
before God with the joy of harvest, The
deepest joy comes from service rendeted to
men in the love of God.

The central principie of our rel gion s
thatsuch service canoo fail elther 1o the caict
of the Christ or of the lowliest of His ).
lowers. True faitbleadsustolook beyond the
weakness and confusion of the present, vowo
the time when the people that sit ln dark.
ness shall see a great light. There are caly
these two ways of looking at humao life, with
all its tolls, cares, bereavement and disap-
pointments. Oae says that it a thiog of fate,
dark and desolate, doomed to end in vaio
eflorts and unfulfilled plans, so that weare
fortunate If we can catch a little comfort of
auny kind before itistoolate. Thatls a way
that crawls upon the earth, endiog in dust
and darksess., There is the way of faus
which climbs the mountain aad looks out
towards the promised land seeiog ths
“ sacramentai host of God's elect,” and ciles
'¢ they joy before Thee according to the joy
of harvest." 1f you ask how do we know
that this is not a delusive dream, adeceptive
mirage, the reply is,because God is what Be
is this must come to pass. His eager love,
His jealous carr will see that the s
spiritual seed Is not lost.  Prayers un
auswered, service seemiogly la vain, noble
lives cut short and good enterprises defeated
these shall rise agaln. The true vislon of
God's people is not of a bopeless, defeated,
despairing host, but of a glorious compaoy
who joy before Bim according to the joy ol
barvest. “ The zeal of the Lird of hosts
bath performed this.”

PRINCETON'S 150th ANNIVER
SARY.

—

As Princeton College ‘bas so maoy
alumonitia Canada who may ot have the
means of kaowing, but who will be deep'y
interested in the exercises which are to muk
the celebration of the important anniversary
to be held on the 20th, 215t and 22ad days
of this month, we gladly, at the suggestion
of an alumnus, give a place to the (ollowing
notice of them in an American exchanpe.—

[Ep.

Oa the first day, Tuesday, October 20.h,
the celebration will begin with a comme:
morative religions service in the Marquand
Chapel at 11 a'clock ia the morning. Presi-
dent Patton will deliver the discourse, which
is expected to set forth the religlous attitude
of Princeton during the ope huadred and
fifty years of ts existeace, This service wil




