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THE SYNOD 0F TORONTO AND KINGS TON.

THIC CONFIRDtNCE.

The canierence opened with devotianai exercises, in which sev-
eral af tbe brethren took part. Ia the absence of Rev. S. Houston,
Who was appointed to preside, but Who bas gone on a visit to lreland,
the Rev. .Abraham, Moderator, occupied the chair at the first con-
ference. In a iew neat and appropriate remarks, breathing a fine spirit,
he introduced the reuder ai the flrst paper, Rev. J. McAlpine, Chats-
Worth. It was an " The Imp-_rtance of the Study ai the Word." Tac
glory of God and the well-heing af men are to be regarded in the
ministration af the Word. [t is only as God is ma<le glorious in the
conceptions af men that their salvation is possible. And it is oaly
thraugh the Word that God is revealed ta mca, and, therefore, it
mu«t be studied. He quoted largely tram the confessions ai the
diffdrent sections ai the Church showing that aniy the Word ai God
is autharitative over tbe mirids and consciences ai men. The exact
mind ai Scripure must be gat and slipçhod interpretations not
givea. The Word must be regarded as Gad speaking irom beaven.
Througb the divine pronouacement of iaith and maraIs, throuý!h the
instrument for the conversion of mca. it has a divine patency for
tbe regeneration ai mca. It is the sword ai the spirit. [-ence the
Word sbould be declared. He affirmed that because a passage ai
the Bible is taken it does nat necessarily follow that the sermon is an
exposition ai the Word. Many a sermon is sucb that yau would
not knaw it bas any relation ta the Word af God whatever, and yet
that is what is ta be preacbed, and the Word is the Gospel. He
showed tbat tlhe Gospel is to be preached iaithfully, earnestly and
with an unialteriag boid ai it. The minister must be learned in
tbe Word, and tbe key ta that is an intimate knowledge ai Jesus
Christ.

Rev. Robert Rodgers, in discussing the theme, reierred ta one or
two points ai the address. He was specially pleased witb the advo-
cacy of tbe doctrine ai plenary inspiration. He thougbt very much
that was said by praiessars arase out ai wrong views ai inspiration.
Hie beiieved every Word ai the boak. Many words in tht Bible were
the very essence oi the revelation.

Rev. John McEwan then introduced tbe subject, 1'Methoda ai
Bible Study." Method is oniy second ta the importance ai the study
af the Word, and next ta tbat cames the spirit in wbich the methad
shauld be iollowed. God did not give His Word in a lump, but He
gave it bit by bit, here a little and there a litile, ln iact and histary
and providence he gave it. sa, that we are able ta reach the laws ai
it. Hence, in aur study afiti we are able ta act inductively and not
deductiveiy. We bave sixty-six books iram îbirty-six writers that
extend over 1, 400 years, an ancient record, but nat an antiquated
record. It is as fresh ta-night as when it was spolcea an the shores
ai Galiiee. We bave aine baoks ai manifestation ai God culmin-
ating in tbe revelatian ai Jesus Christ. We have tbe application ta
hearts ai mcn in the bistoricai books, and the experience ai the
Cburcb in job, Ecclesiastes and books like these, and we have the
outiook in the prophets. The book bas anc subject, the love ai God
ta a failen world. Ih bas anc purpose ta dcstroy tbe works ai the
devil.

Dr. McTavisb thougbt the Bible was a growtb. Ih bad in the
providence ai God grown up like a tree. The Bible is a museum oi
curiosities ta maay, and haw many other tbings is h ta others ?Ilie
thaught the Bible was ta some people like the regian ai Coboconk,
where they bad ta hold the sheep dawn ta get ai the grass between
the stanes. iHe liked ta get at ail the surrounidings aad historical
seîtiags ai the variaus books. When tbat was donc the stupidest man
in Lindsa could understand if.

Rcv.7J Somerville tbought that we migbt bave ail this bistorical
knowledge and nat sec Christ Jesus, Who is the ail important person
af the book. Ail must sec the buman and the divine ia the book jusi
as we sec the twa natures ia Christ.

Rev. R. P. Mackay gave bis own experience in the study ai the
Bible. He had put betweea bim and the Bible constructions which
biadered him from getting ai the book itscli. «"1 do mysei a p )si-
tive injusice if 1 listea aniy ta commentators. 1 helieve in thcm,
but nat in usiag them alone."

At the coalereace on Tuesday morning, Rev. R. N. Grant,
Orillia, presided. Tihe proceedings were opencd witb devotionai
exercises. Rev. J. A. R. Dicksan, B.D., Gait, gave an address on
the use ai the Word by the individual. The Word must be in-
wroughtinia ur bearts that it may influence the entire nature. There
must be a uaion ai the soul and the Word by love. Ta makre a
right use ai the Word we must have time. There aught ta bc
appartunities for quiet, solitary mneditation and study ai tbe Scripiures.
We make tao mucb ai intellect and reasan in aur sudy ai the Word.
There ought ta be more dependence on the Spirit ai God for ilium.
ination. Rev. Messrs. Robert Rodgers, Wm. Bennet, R. P. Mac-
kay, J. R. Gilchrist, S. H. Eastman, J. '-lay, M. Scott, E. F. Tor-
rance toak part in the discussion that tollawed.

The Rev. W. G. H-anna, B.A., ai Uxbridge, introduced the next
tapic, 'lThe Word in the Hlame." The home is the centre of the
Church's sirength or wcakness. The great importance ai teaching
the chiidren ta lave and reverence the Word ai God was dwcit upan.
The first and most lastiag ideas ai religiaus truih are received in tbe
home. Ooiigation tests on parents in relation ta this duty. The
truth is ta bc taught by precept and example. Daily devotions aad
the devotianal readingoi Scripturc bave ablossed iafluencc anthe chul-
drea. Tbe supreme value ai careful religions training is seen as it
mouldi, directs aad elevates the lives ai those Who have eajoyed the
privilege. It is a saieguard ta the home. Principal Grant, Rev.
Messrs. John McEwan, Henry Gracey, J. McAlpine, J. McP. Scott,
J. A. Grant, John Somerville and J. Arga commeatcd on the
points suggested by the address. [t was showa that maay ai the ex-
actions ai modern lue are antagonistic ta the best development ai the

thon gave it ta the minuster ai tbe synagogue and made bis oxplana-
tion. Rosponsive readiag might interest the people, but it is hiable
ta ýdegenerate mbt formality. Effective reading in public woship
shouid ho pepavod for. The reader shouid undcrstand what ho
reads, read naiuraliy and voith feeling. Rev. Messrs. S. H. East-
man, R. jobaston, Jobn McEwan, R. N. Grant, Dr. Kelogg, R. D.

THE CANADA PRESBYTER1AN

Fraser and Principal Grant made saine excellent remn ks on questions
suggested by the paper.

Rev. G. M. Milligan, M.A., ead a paper on" Topical Preac--
in%!." Particulan forais of preaching prcvail at different limes. Bible
reading Was in great vogue smre urne aga, and serrmns were somne-
limes a more coaglomeration ai Scipîure texîs. Mr. Miligan gave
an oximpie ai a tapicai sermon by reading an oulline ai a discourse
consîructed on that mnodel. rheme may ho heresy la the presenlalian
as weil as in the malter ai pulpit teacbing. Preacbing should have
the anc direct aim ai influencing bbc souk aif men. We muat keep la
touch with the whole Bible. The tapical met hod imposes an into-
erable burden. H-e cansidened that ail méthode ai preaching migt
ho praperiv iollowed. Why should mon be claquent an the platiom
and tame la the puipit ? We shauld study varieby. A ministen in
the pulpit should be like a lawycr before a jury pressing ior a verdic.-
The reading ai the piper was iollowed by brief commrents by Rev. E.
F. Torrance, R. N. Grant, C. Camerais, R. P. Mlackay, j. A. Mac-
donald and J. A. Carmichacl.

ha thé absence ai Dm. Campbel ai Colingwood, Dr. Parsons ln-
troduced the concludiag îapic ai tbc Conférence. IlExpositorv
Preaching. " Somne texta require topicai, others expoaitory treatment.
The Word utsel bears evidence thal il la adaptenl toalsl vanielies oi
condition. I-le considered that expositary preacbing is valuable ho-
cause il uniolds the meaning ai Scripture. The application ai accam-
modation texîs and the dislocation ai passages irons their prrper sctllng
and contexi weme condemaed. Expository preaching la grawing la
favour wiîh Christian people. Il also equips thornfor service. Trhere
is special need for ibis kind ai preaching la brinZ back the Christian
Church ta the exact words ai Jesus Christ. Stveral ai the membens
aiterwards discussed the subiect. The Conference bbc-i adjourned.

SYNOD MEETING.

Aiter conducîing 'appropniate devotional exorcises, tbc Rev.
John Abrahams deiivered the iollowing discoure, taking aî bis text
Ephesiana iii. 8.

Before poceeding ta the general business for the transaction ai
which, accaîding ta tbe constitution ai aur Church Courts, we are
now met la annual Synod, i will nat be deensed unfitting ta ask
your attention for a short lime la tbc qualifications, the unactions,
the ibeme and the field ai labour ai ibose whose duty it is ta pmcach
the Gospel.

ha humble depoadence an divine aid we shail consider h. rhe
qualifications ,if thse Christian ninisîry. Il Unto me, who ans less
than the least ofai I saints, is this grace given."

We may bore observe la the firat place mhat those wbo are called
ta ibis sacred office should be humble. The wriîer ai this episîle
was, withotkt doubi, the moat zealous and moat successilof aial Ithe
apnsties. Yet lb was with the deepeat sense ai bis own unwortbi-
noms that ho spake ai the greatnessanmd glary ai bis vocation, ho
counted bînsseli as "bales than tbc least ai aIl saints."

The gnauad ai Ibis sel-abasemeat the neaders ai ibis epiable
knew witbauî the nccessity ai Paul writiag ilta thons. There was
a dark pai;sage in bis past bistory. It was tbat ai whicbho made
such humble mention wben he wrote ta the Coninthians : IlhIans
nat mccl ta ho calied an apostie because 1 persecuîed the Cburch ai
God." The memory ai the maligaily and rage wiîb wbicb be had
appased the faitb and persecuîcd the follawera ai Jesus weigbed
heavily an bis conscience. Sa soon as God revealed îa is the
infinite excellence and love ai Christ. the in ai rejecting and bias-
pheming sucb a Saviaur appeared la hlm so great tbat ho couid
neyer forgive binsseli. Thse mensony oai ta passage in bis for-
mer 111e îended ever bu keep is humble, and ai thc samo lime led
hlm lao magaiiy that grace wbich bad caled bim "lta preacb the
unsearchabie riches ai Christ."

Ilas tbere nat been nsucb la tbc early lufe ai moat ai us la war-
rant the seli-sanse sentiments ? And nat only la aur carlier lufe
ahane, but aima in aur riper years ? How allen bave we lbougbt and
spoken and acîod as noither mca nom Chistians sbould have done?
The nemembrance af itisla houid sake us humble, and lead us ta
magniiy the grace ai God which bas cailed us ta the .ministry and
accounted us warthy Ilta preach the unsearchable riches ai Christ."

Another qualification ai a miniaber ai the Gospel ia that he ho
caloed ta the office. IlUnto me is this grace givon." The manner
ai Paul'a cail was siikingly supernatural. The giorifled Saviaur
appeared ta hlm on the way ta Damascus, and whon the persecutor
was fallen ta the earth Jesus said : l Rime and stand upon tby foot,
for h have appeared unta thee for this purpose ta make tbee a
minister." And toalah, as well as ta the apostle, the commission
ta prcach muat came irons tbc Lord. It must be so. The bonaur
ai God's nase and the interest af i HlmCburch are at stake la the
appaintment ai His servants, and it woîtld ho sîrange if Ho suffèed
lus right ta be inteniered wlth on ackaowledge as His ambassadan
any one wba had taken upon himacli tho office ai the minisîry with-
out a cal tram the Lard.

We do nat tbink that la ordinary circunssiancos we bave any righi
ta expeci such a personal commission and divine rovelaîlon as Paul
rcccived. Yet when, aller much prayer, God by Hfa grace and
Spirit movos the heart ai any anc ta enter the ministry, and by an
inward cail leads is ta canaccrate bis life and talents ta prcacbing
the Gospel, he may test assurod thai GocI will blesa and prosper
is la bis work. Eicb man shoisld ho satisfied ai bis own cl la

preachbehfome he entera the ministry. Ho abould be satisfled in bis
owa mind Ibat in making bis decision he ia not actuated by wonIdly
motives, and hould examine bimmeli stricîly as ta the singlenesai
bis ais, and bis camnoat desire ta promate God's glory and wiu oula
ion Christ.

Another qualicatian ai a miaister ai tbe Gospel la that hc be
persoally a subject ai ils saving power. He who wauld be a wia-

Thou inuit be true îhyself
If thau the truth wauldst teacis

Thv saut muat overflow
If thon another saut wouldst reach.

It needs the overflow of heart
To give thse life fuit speech.

Whai the Church needs most is not son aio great intellects, pro.
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fouad schalarsbip, rare acconpishmets-though these h4ve îl.eii
value-but mca full ai iaith and the l-oly Ghost. There ia a te-
sistiess patency in tbe earncstacss and fervour which arises irons
deep conviction and personal expemience which aothing cIse can -
part. Hcaîed iran, thaugh blunt, wiil pierce ils way, cven wbcn a
mucb shamper instrument. if it ho cold, cannot penetrate. Sa il aur
ministers ho filled with the Spirit, who is like fire, their message
wiil pierce mbt the hardest beart where the sharpest wits cannaI find
their way.

Il. The functions ai the Christian ministry: That h should
preach'" Preacbing is anc ai the principal instruments used by the
Hoiy Spirit in making kaown the will ai God ior the salvation ai
mca and the advanccment ai Chnist's cause on the earth. The
Scriptures emphasizc pneac.hing as the minister's highest act. Christ
was Ilanoinied ta preacb the Gospel ta the poor.>' Ta ibis He or-
daincd [lis disciples, bidding themn " preach the Gospel ta evcry
creature. " This they did ater they neceived the Holy Ghost 4"1tbey
taught and preached Jesus Christ." Ia tbc apastolic writings great
imp-mrtance 's attribute'l ta preaching, and the identity afitis subject
iq maintaincd. R"specting himseif, Paul affirms that Christ sent
him "lnat ta baptize, but la preacb the Gospel." Ho affirms that
whcn the wonld was lost in the msizes ai its awn supoosed wisdam,
Il God was picased by the ioolisbness " or simplicity "aio presching
ta save tbem that believe ; " and be esteemed it bis highest bonaur

~to preach amnong the Gentiles the unseanchable riches ai Christ."
Woe unta nme," saiîh be again, " if h prcach nat the Gospel,"

and be charged Timotl-y belore G )d and in the immediate view ai
the judgment seat ai Christ ta preacb the Word.

la apostoiic limes wonderful changes werc wought in the world.
ha the language ai that day, " the warld was turned upside down."
1-leathea oracles wcre silenced, and heathen customs, haary with age,
were overcome. Tbousands and tons ai îbousands abandoned thase
superstitiaus iorms ai worsbip la wbich tbay had been braught up
and turaed ta the service ai the living Gai. Ail bistory, secular
and sacned, attesta .4hat the agency thmaugb whicb ibis stupendous
revolution was adCbNsplisbed was neithen pbilosopby nar civil power
-for these were in direct antaganias ta religion-but it was
accomplished by the simple, earnest and incessant preacbing ai tbe
Gospel. Nor bas preacbing lost ils power. Potentiy, wiaely and
sureiy ih is doing ita good work in tbe salvaîjon ai souis now. and itn
lcading believens into ampler domains ai tnuth.

The great business ai the pulpit is ta teach Bible tnutb. Paui'5
charge ta Timothy is aiways timnely :"'«h charge thee before Gad
pneacb the Word." Pneach it, and not sorne weak dilution of it.
Proclaim it and trust the Haly Spirit ta make a way for il bibt te
bearts ai mon. " Feed the Churcb ai God whicb He bath pur-

cbased with His av-n hlood," said Paul unto the eiders ai Epb-
esus. As it is the cffice ai a shepherd ta provide proper pasture
tor bis Block and ta band them ta il, sa it is incumbent upon tbe
minister of Chîisîta make provision for tbe nourisbmeaî ai the
souls ai bis people. And as it is only Gospel truth which will sus-
tain and stengtbea spiilual ile, ho ought, therefore, ta I eed "
themn with whoiesome womds, evea the words ai aur Lord Jesus and
the doctrines whicb are according to g,)dliness.

i is the minister's Outy ta peach Bible trutb, and not busy
himselt in suggesting doubts about it. lus utterances should be pos-
itive and nat negalive. Maay sermons on scepticism oniy advertise
scepticai opinions. The besi way ta preach down error is ta prcach
up truth. Said anc ai aid -" Give us youm convictions, as for doubla
we have enaugb ai aur own." Mm. Spurgeon says "hII may be
a great thiag ta doubt, but il is a greater thing ta keep your doubta
ta yourseli until yau gel id af ibem." Dr. Pierson says: " Ho
wbo wili preach the Gospel, the plain Gospel, the straight" Gospel,
carnies the war ia the enemy's country, and gives the eaemy ail ho
cati do ta take came ai himseii." And an ensinent English historiai'
decianes - " Once a week, aI least, 1 ike la hear a man who believes
what ho says, as thougb ho fel the FLord Jesus Christ jusi at bis
elbow." The Gospel assurance, the "I know " and " I kaow " ai
Juihn's Episîles always awakens the ihoughî and cancera ai the hear-
et. II We believe, and themefore speak," is a sure token ai victamV
ta the soui-winning soidier ai the cross.

'« Christ said nat ta His firai conveaticie' Go forth and preach
impostures ta the world,' but gave thons tmulh ta build on ; ansd
the souad was nighty an their lips ; nor needed tbey, hoside the
Gospel, other spear or sbield ta aid themn in their wàrfare for the
iaith."

Ill. The theme ai the Christian miaistry. "The unsearchable
riches ai Christ." The expression "mriches ai Christ " is a Pauline
phrase and may moan cubher the riches and blessiags Christ be-
slows upon His hciieving people ; or the riches and giory Ho pa5 -
sesses in Himsehi. These " riches " air- called " unscarchabie,'
nat because notbing is revcaled caaccmning them-fom tbey cansti-
tube anc ai the chici subjects ai rcveiation-buî bocause they are
t00 vasi and glariaus ion human mind or arcbangel's intellect iullY
ta grasp or understand. They are inexhaustible as a mine, wbase
treasures can neyer ho iuhly expiored. And yet the apastle evaded
flot the miîthty subject, but considered il the highest banal»
la ho permitîed ta declamre ta tbc wonld that tbere were such iches
la the Redeemer.

Home thon the apostle presenîs la terse and siiking terras the
anc grand subjeci ai Gospel preacbiag. He nover tbought ai Sp.
pe-âing hofore perishing moula ta make fine speeches, or givo clo-
quent onatians, but ta preach bbc Gospel ai Christ. Ho pnoached
the divinity ai jesus, praviag Hins ta o e eonnai Son ai God,
in wbam " dwelletb ail bbc fulnesai the Godhead bodiiy " - the
pienitude o ail divine glanies and perfections. He pneached the
perfection ai aur Lord's humanity, wbo let bbc home afi lis
glary and became a man, " banc ai aur banc and fltsb ai aur
flesb " and was 'ltempted la ail points lIke as we anc." That H-e the
Son ai tbc Highest dwelt on earth la hunsan fors, weat ah sut doing
goad and made lb His meat and drink ta do the wiil oa imn that sen t

Hlm. He pneacbed the ataning sacrifice Christ offered on Calvamy,

self.
We are not ta o euadorslood as inspiying that ovemy diUcoun'se

sbould set forth bbe entire scheme ai mdemption, But, we do SSY


