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spontancously bespeak. His rhysical health at the
prcscnt time is by no means robust. He is just the
kind of man to have. a large amount of extraneous
work aof a public nature thrust upon him. To
uridcrtakc such, evcn bcyond bis ability, would, s0
far as inclination goes, bc decmed no hardship by
him. He is devotcd to bis worlc, but in the interests
of the college and for bis own sake it is desirable
that as little prcssure as possible should bc put upon
him to engage in %vork autsde fils own special
spher-, which, until he fully regains bis hralth, wili
bc amplv stîrncient for his energies.

The inaugural lecture was a massive and com-
pact elucidation of the great and important subject
with wbich in bis ardinary work Professor Thom.,on
will have specially to deal. The propriety of select-
ing such a subject and its mode of treatment wvas
rcmarked upon, some considering that it wvas rather
abstruse for a pronliscuous audience. There is roomn
for differLnce of opinion on this point, but one thing
is certain that in dealing with bis subject as he did
thse ncwv proressor %vas at his bcst. Ater all, may it
not be good even for a promiscuous audience once
in a while to 'orne in contact with robust, vigorous
and sustaincd thought on questions of the highest
philosophic and scientific intercst ? Thse audience,
however, was nat so very promiscuous after ail.
The large number of minieterial brethren, many of
thcmn fromn a distance, would be able to follow with
kcen appreciation the masterly and logîcal sequence
of thougbt with which the~ lecturer advanced bis
pawerful argument. Wîthout affectation the audi-
ence can bc described as a representatîve one, and
those camposing it arc more or less accustomed ta
cansezcutive thought tbat thecy coule, not faau to fol-
low the lîne so undeviatingly pursuied by thc lec-
turer. The style of the lecture wvas in harmony with
the theme and its mode of treatment It is appra.
priats-, concisc and lucid. There is no indulging in
the jargon of thse scisools, no unnecessary employ-
ment af technical phraseoiogy tn make a show of
learning, no redundancy of expression. In a remark-
able degrce Professor Thomson is not oniy endowed
wvah the capacity for strong thir.king, he is equally
gifteeî with an adequate and power of appropriate
expr'cssion, erninently itting him for thse important
chai,: he has been appainted to fi11. Knox College
and the Church generally are to be congratulated
that. the services af Professor Thsomson have beeni
recagnized and secured. Thse well.wishes for hîs
success are general and hearty.

DOFS IT PA Y T& 1BE' IMMORAL ?

A GREAT crime attracts of necessity a large
.tdegree of human interest. The trial cou-

cluded at Woodstock of the unfortunate young man
who was found guiity of a cruel and heartless mur-
der bas aroused everywhere miore than ordinary
interest. This is due to the social position of thse
criminai a-id bis victim, and also to the peculiar cir-
cumstances in which the crime was cot.amitted. A
young man wvas decoyed from England by gross
misrepresentation and direct falsehood. It was
represented to him by young Birchaîl that thse latter
was passessed of valuable farms, and that the two
should go into partnership. No such farmns existed.
The fraud was on the eve of discovery and the
duped Benwell is taken ostensibly on a visit to one
of the aileged farms but in reality to the Blenheim
swamp wvbere a few days afterwards the body wvas
found with two fatal bullet wounds in the skull.
The details are familiar, having been .one over again
and again in the investigations iselci and in al their
fuiness at tbe trial.

Thse court proceedings at Woodstockc reflect credit
on the administration af justice in Canada. The
promptitude with which Bîrchail was put on trial
and thse manner in which the entire proceedings
wcre conducted are creditable to ail concerned.
Vise Spring Assizes were held too early ta admit of
thee çase gaing to trial then, and in this the prisoner
gained rather than last. The excîtement ini the
locality and indeed ail over thse country was sa great
that it is possible the accused would flot have
reccived the just consideration that wvas his due.
The interval gave time for thse subsidence of excited
feeling and afforded an opportunity of approaching
thse case in a spirit of judîcial caimness. The entire
conduct cf the case bas evoked expressions of
approval from the British and United States press
whicb seem bath reasonable and just. -The proceed-

ings contrast favaurably with thse uncertainty that
s0 often attends similar judicial trials in the Repub-
lic. The selection of a jury was of thse utmost
importance. The right of challenge was freely
cxercised yet there was no waste of time. Forty
minutes sufficed for a satisfactory completion ai the
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panel. The judge presided with the dignity tbe
occasion demanded and was scrtîpulously carelî
that the accused shauld have ail the advantages the
law allowed. lie appealed more than once to tise
jurymien's sense of fair-play and ta thee heavy
responsibility that restcd on thum. [n bis suin-
ming up of tbe evidence hie was conspicuiotsly fair
and impartial. The counsel for tbe crownl mar-
shalled'-vith singular lucidity the terrible array of
facts th. t, pointcd sa conclusively ta thse guilt of thse
accused, but lie shoved no desire to deal unfairly
with the evidence prcsented, and hie nover pressed
unduly a point concerning which there was rootu for
reasonabie doubt. The counsel for thse accuscd bad
a more diflicult task assigned bim which hoe dis-
charged with great ability. There is but ane opin-
ion as to the fairnes3 of the trial. Even the con-
demned man is reported as having eýpressed himiself
as satisflcd on this point.

Now that the trial is ovcr and the unbappy man'.s
span of lufe is rapidly nearîng its close, lie will have
an opportunity for rclccting on thse course tisat has
led up ta so terrible a culnmination. In bis case it is
not sa long since ile tvith aIl its glittering promises
and its golden opportunities opecd up alluringly
befare him. lie had tnany advantages. Starting in
thse race of lufe he had fcw af the obstacles that
impede the progress af many who have grappled
with stern dirniculties and been every wvay the better
for the co:.sict. He had a good home, eariy educa-
tional advantages of a superior kind, a course at
Oxford which his own folly-prematurely shortened.
Family and social advantages îvhich praperly appre.
ciated %vould have been help fui. These were flang
awvay %vîth a careless hand, aid lbe drifts forth as an
unprincipied adventurer.

In same quarters it is the fasision ta ascribe bis
conduct ta the absence of a moral nature, and trac-
ing bis abnormal privation ta hereditv and en3viron-
ment. To dceny that heredity has a pawerful and
direct influence in tise shaping af moral as well as
of physicai characteristics would bc absurd, but it is
just possible that taa mucis may hc made of here-
dity and enviranment. Tise ligbt it is fitted to give
for " .. : uidance ai life is of great importance, but
it is possibic w ascribe more to it than it is capable
af riccompiishing. When it is pushed ta tise ex-
trtrne of superseding moral consideratians it is being
carried too far. If hie is sane, whatever a man owves
ta heredity or hawever unfavourable bis environ-
ment lie is still held acct ,-n-.able as a moral agent.
The disposition in some quarters is ta hoid a man
irresponsible if bis grandiather %vas a scoundkei or
bis more immediate ancestars baose livers. It used
ta bc the custom ta seek escape from tise conse-
quences of transgression by ascribing it ta Satanic
agency. With some it is the custom ta put ltercd-
ity and environmient in the place af thse Evil One,
and reduce tise man ai criminal inclinations and
habits ta a condition ai moral îrresponsibility.
Wisatevcr tise source ai incitements ta evii, man is
bield responsible for bis actions. To the apostolic
statement there is no exception " IFor ive must al
appear befare tise judgment seat ai Christ ; that
every anc may receîve tise thing-s donc in his b-dy,
accarding ta that heeisath donc, whether it be gaod
or bad." In tisis state of probation tise Maker af
man h.ts pravîded tbe means for bis deliverance from
tise power ai evil, and a patbway for bis mmsal pro-
gress is opened up. It is neither truc ta fact nor
Scripture that heredity closes tise door against a
man's deliverance framtise domination ai bis sinful
nature. Nor is it true tisat heredity cancels moral
responsibility. Tise persan who plcads lieredity as
an excuse for wrong actions is presumnablv ance vho
wilis ta do evil. 'If Birchahl's unhappy career is
employed for the purpose ai weakening tbe sense ai
moral responsibility, it is a perversion ai tise lessons
bis crime is emphatically fitted to teach.

One ai tise abviaus truths tise crime and its
sequel clearly impress is that crooked wvays lead ta
disaster. The young man lived by bis %vits, the
wvor4 aiofail possible ways ai makîng a living. Tise
qualities of which lie has shown himnself passessed
properiy appiied wouid have enabled hlmn ta earn an
honest livinc and accupied an honourable place in
society. Instead hie chose tise slippery patis ai the
characterless adventurer and it bas cast him his 111e.
Tise praise ai honest industriaus application ta legit-
imate pursuits is not mnet-ipharical but real. In that
oniy can true prasperity and happiness be found.
As long, however, as thought, speech and endeav-
aur are saturated with tise idea that the acquisition
ai wealth is thse one thing worth living and striving
for, men will flot be scrupulous in the means
employed iu gaining what so many believe ta be tise
supreme end of existence in this worid. The long
line ai adventurers will not bc closed by tise execu-
tian ai' Reginald Birchail.'
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OUR Lirrru aONts ANI) TrnL NURSiut. <Boston : The Rus.

sell Publishing Co.)-This mout admirable monthly is a gtcat favour.
it with the little People and descevegiy so. It îs catcfully edited,
bcaulitully illustratcil and finely prinied.

IIARIR'iks Vou.No Picorî.z. (New York .Hallir,îKX Brothers.)
-The weeicly issues nt ibis high clasç reriorlicnl ýuppiiy a plentiful
amount of inîcresting anti instuiclive readîng foi the wide circle ci
renders for whose benclit it is specially dcigncd. Its illustrations arc
numerous and or excellent quality.

Si. Nîc.îiOLAS. (New York ; The Ccrluy Co.)-TF.erc are
many attractive feaiures in titis mtnth's rumt)cr ut &5. Ni.hol.zi.
One piper in liaiticular with ils illustrations. Il Thrtigh a IJetective
Camera," will bc certain to secure attention. Descriptive, liistoiical
and generai papers, well Iold stories and numerous poens, with
numeroui and fine illiîstrations mak'! up an exce*.ient number.

.SCRIIINKRS MAG.AZINE. (New Yorkc : Châries Scribner's Sonc.)
-The reproduction of Ilorace's <'"Mes in aiprtpiate English accom-
paniedi ty fine artistic îllusitaituns a rîtecial femmue in Scribner's.
Tii month " The Lover.% Quatief " shich sciveq a% (rontispiece is a
fine piece of work.l.'Ihe principal Jcsçtipivc illustraied papers in
thîs month's number are . With a Catjle Expedition ; " IlThe
City flouse in the W~est ;' From P'ort tn Port with the WVhite
Sgiuadton ;"Il md IlThse Like Cou, îry in &New Englantd." N. S.
Shaler supplies a secondi paper an - Nature and 'Man in PAmetica,*'
andi Mis. Sylvanus Reeci presents ber views on IlThe Private School
for Girls." The serial story "Jerry " is continueci and tiiere are
short stories and poems of decideci menit.

IIARPILR'S NMArA7iNEt. (New York:: harper & Brothes.)-
Hfarper's for Octoler is parîicularly strong. There is -sot only great
variety in tihe contents but a number of Iapers are particulaîly attrac-
tive. IlA Moose Bull Fîght "I serves as frontisliiece andi an appropri.
aie illustratiot ta tthe openîng paper, Il Antoînes Muose Vard," the
story of a huntîng expedlition intu the feedsnsg grounds of thseNfoase,
near Crooiced Lake, Canada. Il New Morucys of Lincoln's Admninis-
tration ;' " Remînîscences oflIN. P'. Vllis andi Lydia Mtaia Chîld;"
"lThe First Oit Weil ; " "l Ngticultural Chili: " Il NiRhis nt New-
sieaci Abbcy"I are some of the more notable papers in the number.
Il Port Tara-;con," tq Alphonse Daudet, andi quite a number of shot
stories, andi poctical contributions add attractiveness ta this month's
issue.

Ti,. CENTURY. (New York: The Certury Ca.) -joseph
Jcffesson's finely writîen anti mosi inieresting .iutotîvgraplîy ends wîth
this month's instalment. Professor Darwin, of Cambîridge, Englanti,
contributes a scientifle paper et great interest on " «%etecrites andi
the Ilistory of Stellar Systems." Irl;tb Cave.Dwellirîgs ; I

IAn Attist's Letters frons Jalan ;"II I A Hard Rond ta Tiravel out
of Dixie; " IlOut-of.îhe-Vays in ligh Savoy," iîy Edward Eggles.
ton ; "The Women of thse French Salons ' are ail interes!ing and
finely illustraieti. Miss heclen Gray Cane wiiies on *lAmerican
Womrn in Liierature; Il anti Henry Cabat Lodgo dîscusses, Il Why
Ilatr.nage in Office is Un-American." Mrs. Amelia Blatr's powerfui
novel "lOlivia"Ilîs completeti and there are two goond short stories,
several poems andi the usual dcpartnients that add ta thc attractive-
ness of the Cet'ntiry.

Tiîm ATLANTIC MONTIILY. <Boston : lloughton. Mifilin Ç,
Co.>-The conclusion of!NIrs. Deland's I"Sidney "I occupies the first
piace in thse Aitatt fur October, and the final chapters have that
intensity uf feeling %vhîch ie calleti forth ht he statement of thse îheoty
af her story ; naniely, that love andsilf sacrifice are uhe îhiogs
which alone make life worth havin. Il' Felicia " conmes In a climiax
in the marriage of thse beroine with a tuin, ta whose occultation in fle
aoth she andi ail ber friends strenoously abject. Dr. iloîmes' IlOver
the Teacups"I also relates ta rnarryiîsg and gîving in martiage; andi,
more iver, describes a visit ta a certain college for women, not a
tbousand miles froin Boston. Thse first chapiers ai a forthcnming
serir.g srory by Frank Stockton are announceti for next montb. Thse
otk~er striking papers of thse number are a consideration ai Henrik
Itîse.'à lufe abroati and bis later dramas, Mr. Fiske's IlBenedlict
Arnolds Treason," Mr. J. K. Paulding's "lA Wanderîng Scholar
of thse Sixteentis Century,ý--Johannes Buzbach.-U'. .5cCracken's
accounit ai Altdorf andth ie opeo-ait legislative assemblies which take
place there, andi Professor Royce's paper on General Frémont. Miss
Jewett's Maine sketch, IlBy thse Morning Bott," andi a paern by Miss
Thomas on IlSleep," should be especiaily remembered. The usual
Contributors' Club, and several critical articles, anc of which is a
review af jules Bretan'à I"La Vie d'un Artiste," compiete thse issue.

TiuatMISSIaNARY RIaVIIaW aFTHz W'ORLD. (New York:.
Funk and Wagnal's,; Torontoa: William Brtiggs.) -The number for
October opens with a scathiog article on "1Cardinal Lavigerie and
bis Anti-Slavery Crusade," by Rev. J. C. Bracq. Dr. Ellinwood loi-
lows with a graphie sketch ofa IlForeign Missianary o! Olti Testa-
ment Tumes." Prof. Hiuibert, of Seoul, Civ!s a fascinating andi
thrifingly interesting story afIl The Introduction o! Chrîstiansty ina
Korea by Roman Catholîc Missiooarica," many ai whom suffereti
martyrdom for the faith. Il Undenomnational Mission WVrk " is a
timely andi able presentatiun ai tisat subject. by Lev. lames F. Riggs.
IlThse Prayez for Labourers," by Dr. Pierson, will touch many a
heart andi ought ta evaice much carnest prayer. Dr. Lat'.îe prescrits
cogent reasons ta show that thse IIResuits of Modern b':---ons I wilI
bc permancnt. Tisat veteran African missionary, Lewis Graut, con-
tributes a valuahie article on IlMahdism and Missions in tise
Soudan." Dr. Starbuclc gives us thse cream ofa al thse foreign mi.tsin.
ary periadicais culleti andi put inta Englisis. Besides these papeti in
the literature section, vie have a highiy vainable sketch a! "l The
Foreign Missions af thse Maravian Chutc1'," and a terse andi pretty
full description afIl"Mismons -andi Sects irn the Taricisis Empire."'
In addition ta aIl Ibis tisere is no little correspondence, many strik-
ing editarials ; also nine pages ai General Missienaty Intelligence
andi the latest news froni ail lancis. I is a fresh andi grand number,
andi proves that the cause a! missions is alive and pragtessing the
warid over.


