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TIIE Biue Book of the îsast year is ta band, ani
furnishes another illustration ai tI.c fact iliat, othcr
things being eqiial, congrCgfttiofls grow îflost rapidiy
in growing populations. Toronto incrcascs in papu.
!ation more cadi yc.ir perliaps thîn any ouier piat.c
in the Dominion, andi the intrcast in the mnienbership
of o.r congregations last )Car nas unustaIlb large.
Knox leads off withii 17, St. Andrctn s tuIlo%%s tluàciy

with i 56,the Easi Cinrc.h %% itîs i Su, andi Callege ,%trect
with 139. The oîhcrs are as faUlows. West Chnrch,
ninety-ninc, Parkdale, eighty ligne, Central, eighty-
six, Chalîners, eighity-two, Charles Street, e%.c.cnty.
two, Olti St. Andre%%'s, fifl> one, Eràkine, fifly, Deer
Park, thirty-ninc, Lcslieviiie, tiérî> lte. Si. Janies
Square andi Coo.es Churchi, being i as-.nt, atideti oniy
tb;rty-four each, .tnother illustration of the bati effccts
of a prolonged vacancy. St. Andrc* s atidet ninety-
thret by profession ai taîth. Une speciali> gratityîng
tact brought out by thest figures is that !lie churdies
in the business part of the 4-t> hoiti their on% n andi a
great deal more. In inobt ties the usual Lourse is
to niove the churches out of thc: business Part toward
the suburbs, andi thus faliew up the perple:whoi builci
suburban residences. la î>l'i. .wacy thc dense popuila.
tion of the business partio.î is oftcn ncglccted. It is
flot sa in Toronto. Knox~ anti St. Andrcw's arc in the
very heart of the business portion of the caîy, and
they bai the largest additions last ) car. I>oubticss
ihey retain mast of thcir aid members who have
moved toward the suburlis, andi drawv Iargely on the
hoteis andi bo3rtiing bouses bcsîdes. 11rhLsc congre-
galions are proving be> ond ail duubt chaiat a s sot
always necessary ta niovp '* up tovn " in order Io have
a prosperous church. It is aise graifyii. é ta notice
that mast of the suburban cangregamons art. growing
with great rapidity. Thli iact duit a young congrega.
tion like Chalmers shouid addt cighty-two mcnmbetâ
in a ycar shows that Toronto ii a good city te buiid
up congregations in. That l'rcslhyterianitti. k gruw
ng in the capital af Ontario kè an undouliied fai.
The only question is, Arc wc grolisîg in prujpýrtiun
ta the rapid growtb of the city ? W'e shouid say
yes._________

TUiE Blue Book again strikingiy shows the fluctu.
ating character of the population in which a Canadian
nîinister bas ta work. In Toronto, for exanipie, aur
congregations added during the ycar about i,3oo
members. Tlîey lest by death or removai about Son,
neariy îwo-tbirds ai the members addcd! 0f cursc
they are flot lest te the Church, as nîany of thcm
merely moveti tram one part of the city te anothcr, or
te sanie othcr part of the country. Stili, sefar as the

i -egations they nmovtd from werc conccrned, they
were lest, anti thc loss ai so many shows how dificuit
it is, even in the masi growing city in the Dominion,
ta make a crngregatian a so' d body. Our student
population, doi otlcss, acco- nîs for many remnovals.
The city is fuli cf student: ever wintcr. ThI. aor
ity of tbese students are, we beliici', Prcsbyterians.
Many of thent are members of the Churcli. They
leave in hundretis aithie close of.tlîeir sessions or
when tlîey finish their terni of study, andi, et course,
take tbeir certificates. Large removals, howevcr, are
not confineti ta Torante. Looking dewn the colun

iii the report af any l'resbytery we finti the reniovais
lire large. The miosi discouraging cases are in the
country. A fcw goati tamilies Icave a small cangrega-
tien where the heiji of ail is neetiet, and he congre-
gatioîi bccomcs scriously weakeneti. Tiiere is fia
rentedy for this suite oflthings. The Peuple move about
in nny ncw country, and we mnust Just make the best et
the position P'rovidence bas assigncd ta us.

Wlîr>N rmailing the reports af the riaIs in Belfast,
anc cannai ilp asking, Where are the agilators who
excitett thesc people te carnage andi blmlotihtd?
Tiîey are saie, you may rest assureti. They were con-
spicuous by their absence wlîen the bullets began ta
fly. lly inflanmaîory appeals, andi ail the vile arts
known te the political back, wlt" deals in the warst
passions oft hnînanity, tlîey inciteti the people te vio-
lence, gai thieir help ini the election, and tiien left their
dupes te iiurdcr each allier. 'Twas ever tlîus. The
demagogue, tor lus ewn scifish purposces, starts the
ire, andi wbcîî i lias servcti his î'urposcs lic Icaves

andi ies precins god car,. that bis own cowardly
carcass is sale. Tiiese lieirist rioters wcrc nat
huiuuanly te blame for the blootisheti. The blondi cf
fity humnan bciuigs stains tbe sk.,rts of the politicians
whuo inciteti thern ta violence. It is a thousanti pilles
that tlîe reai criminals carnai be caugbt ti îun-
ishcdl. Fifty of iluese uiniortunate peopic wcre shat.
I)aubtiess, a nîitber wiii be hanged or otherwise
se% crel) punabhct. Buot w hile the uniartunaie dupes
are bcîig puntsheti, the demagogues whio inciteti
Ilieni lu %iolcntc %% ill bc enjoying theniselves mn polîti-
çal -lubs in Londion, or Dublin, or eisewliere, anti
pcrliap'. cliuakling over the nianner ia wbîcli thcy
rousedtihe populance. There is a lesson here for
Canadians. Mca whe cannaI tiiscuss polîtical (lues.
lions îîithout stmrrmng up the warst passions oi aur
faut.> nature- %% îlaout niting neîglubours te iîclier
cad-i atlier- -shnuil bc banifitil framn aur public
lite. Be they Tory or Lîberai, Catholic or l'rotes-
tant, tliey arc tinfit te address a civilîzeti people.
Tiiere are iew P'rotestants mn Ontario wiio cannat
number amnong ihesr best neigbbours ai leasi one
Ronî.îa Catholic . andti lcre are few Roman Caîlie-
li.s ithu would flot nuinber amnoîg îhcîr best frîcatis
severaI Protestants%. Are neighburs living side by
side in barmn>n and peace--doing business with eacb

ilier every day-ta take each other hy thet hra, nt
the bîdding of ever political ruffian, disguised or un-
clisguised, who sîmply wants ta make votes for lits
parîy? Wc are, perhaps, an the eveo aagenerai clec-
îîun, anîd we say ilne," most emphaîtcaliy, " no." Andi
we bcliiîc the people of Ontario will say "fia," and
staînp ont ail sncb ruffianîsni.

Til: Presbytery ai Bruce, at a conférence receaîiy
liecld, gave the foliowîng dclnierance on pastoral
Visitation

Such visitations shaulti Le systematizeti anti regular;
wiih flue nul. c as tr as IK>osultîi givcrn (rom the puia.
Tie> ahiulti bi conducieti wii rcading the Word andi

pravchr; anti sucli iniercousse shoulul bce b'ail with the family
<hu,.h oli anti youngj as ia ascertain their reai sj>iritual
conditioin. saîcti o- unsavd.
With ail due deference ta our trientis mn Bruce, we
sîibmit tbai ibis dlots net touch the real difficulies of
the c.ase, espea.saliy in town and cmty congregatians.
As a mIle il may b>e a goodti hing te givè notice et
visits, but ibis plan lias ils drawbacks. The pastor
rnay bc calleti ta sorte mare pressing duty-a funeral,
for inslance,-ia tht alternoan on which hie intendeti te
makt tht visils, and bahf a dezen or mare familles are
disappointeti. Wequite agret with the Prcsbytery la
saying that a regular pastoral visit shoulti include
devotianal exercises. But bow are we Io bave the
wbule family prescrit? Ia seven cases ont of tent
perhaps, in a towni or city, the heai -if the F. nîly is
not master a! bis tume. Ht is emnployeti wî' se
ont, anti his employer cafinot, or wili net, p's-rmit bun
te leave. Tht larger chiltiren are frequentiy in situa-
tions, anti cannai be at home. Tht snîailer unes are
at school. H'uw is Ihat family te bie visized ? Asa mai-
ter ai tact it cannai be, anti *. not, visîleti as a family.
No reasonable ... ans thai a pastor can use cari bring
the famuly togetber. Sanie pastars*try te get over
tht diufFcuity b2 visiting aiter tht tea hour. It woeuld
take two or îhree years ta visit a large congregation
in ibis way, andi then yau woulti nat sec aIl the menm-
bers ofteverï tamiy. The probleni e! pastoral visit-
ing, like many ether problenis, scenis ta-y ai first,
but il is anything but easy. Net long ago wme hearti

a pastor who lias i.-iiîisteretd tc a large congregallon
for a uîna.rter ai a century say îliRt ellt ef tht niost
ilifficult questionîs lie lha% te face ;s hcw Io niale prc.
fitable pastoral visits. The tact thai a town or city
minister seldant nîcels the iiiersubers ai lus taînilies is
one reasca why inany innisters hvive sericus doults
as Ie whctiier the thii spent lit nîikng pastoral calta
inight flot be bet ter spent in &.unie mliser way. iane
couiti actuaily set ail the niembers, ot a farnity, andi
converse with tiieni an their spiritual condition, pss
tarai visitation watill bo a great source of stengîli ta
every ininister. lit in laur state ut societ>, meeting
tue tatinily is a very difficul i malter.

A FREiNCHJ PROTESTANTl CII hECI! IN
Ei VCGL4NAD.

MoS i o ur reatiers are probabiy awatc that iii the
crypt uiîterneatu Cantcrbunry Cathetiral nîast inter.
csîsîîg religions services have bcen reguiariy iid for
cicr threc cenuries. 'lie snicr.ssive generatiis ai
worshippcrs, liaugli meueting in one af tue iiiost
vencrable eccicsii.àtîcal structures in Engianti, wiîerc
tut hîîgliest religionis dmgntary ot tlîc Anglican
Church lias luis scat, hmave toliowcd a pulain anti simple
style ai religiaus observance. Thcy aire the tiesiren.
dants ai thnse whe in their own ciuntry entinreti per.
secutian for conscience' sake, wiio wcrc lîreparet int
sacrifice ail, anti but fireweli ta ticir native landi.
rallier than forego their analmenible riglîï ta worslîipi
Goti, accorting te tht priniciples reicaleti in His
Word.

To France the blcssings et uic Refeniiation, early
in ils liislary, weie offYed. Scholars anti thtinkers
eagerly mwclcometi te trutlîs o! Evangelirai Chris.
tianity. bin of fervent zeai andi carnestness pro.
ciaimedti ie doctrines of tht cross, andti hrcuglnat
France the common people embraceti tht Gospel. The
represenitatives ai tht Cliurcli of Reuie offered a relent.
less opposition. Succrssive reigning dynasties wcre
ony'tee rea<ly ta rcspond ta tut irantic appeais ai
persecuting ecciesiaslîcs :anti sanie et the best blond
in France was spiliei to appeaw,, thtr insensat fury
a! biogteti zealots. ?îiany perislieti in ma.-rtyr ires
ai tue stake ; subscquentiy tlîat nwfui bînt on the
pages of Frenchi history-the massacre o! Si. Ilatthol.
mew-ittt ils indelîble stalît. TMien la 1685 cRme the
perfidiaus Revocation oi the Edict a! Nantes, wliicli
d1rove iat exile ihousantis ai France's btst andi most
industrious citîzens.

Many couintries epencti tlieïr gaies te the fugitives,
r.,nglanti neng the test. Never lias thai or anv
other landi bai ocçasion ho regret afl'ortiing shelter
andi asylon te tht hoineless waatierers. They brouglit
with ibem. their valuable quaities, their sterling in-
tegrity anti their profitable industries. la s5e, ai
Cranmcr's request, Edward VI. grantid a charter for
the use ai the crypi ai Caniterbury Catluctiral, ta perse.
cîîteti French refugees. At thai lime, religions services
ia contornity wîth tht reformeti !aith began ta hie
beiti, atît, wîîh tht bni interruption caused by Mlary's
itoîcrant icign, tlîey have continuti ta tue prefent
tine. Shîortiy alter tlîe Revocation of the Etiict o!
Nantes, the Churcb mn the crypt rcaclicd its greatest
prosperity. The place ai meeting was unable te ac-
commodat the tliotisantis whio came te worsluip tlcre.
Severai ministers wcrc employeti, anti successive ser-
vices wert belti, in ortier te provitie for tht vast multi-
tudes who desireti te enjoy tht mecans ai grace. This
was flot tht oniy French Church in England in thase
tiays. In London alorle there wcre twenty-three,
atid forty-iwo were establislieti throughouî the pro-
vinces. In these prosperaus days ot the French
Churcbi la Canterbury Cathedira), large numbers
asspmbieti te observe the Lorti's supper. i3etween
îwo ant hree ibousanti gatiifee successively arcunti
tht communion tables.

The tievelopnient et minstriai lite in Britain
changeti the condition ai the industries wbicb these
French P'rotestant retugees but up aîîd in which they
excelleti. This alita population scattered, anti many
ai their descendants were gradualiy absorbe in la he
111e of Englanti. To all appearance, this historie
church is tiestineti ta extinction in a not far off future.
Even as long age as 1788 tht Frenchi Colony ia Can-
terbury tound ik difficuit. ta provide adequate main-
tenance for their ministers, anti fram 1840 t0 1875
they liad ne settieti pastor. In tht lasi nameti year.
the Rev. J. A. Martin, B.D., becarnt the minister of
ibis masi iateresting hishorlc church. Frgm ihai
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