> O ¢t £ e b~ a0

L S L T B

YILC,

Ocrtongr 28th, 185s.)

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

A%}

]

Pastor aﬁb Pcople,

For Tur CanADA I'RKSIVTARIAN.
HOW 10 IMPRUVE THE I'RAYER
MELETING.
DY REV, JAMES Lo @LINGy CAKBRRRY, M N,

‘This problem has puzaled the brain of many a pas
tor, clder and church member,  Perhaps we can thiow
some raysof hght upon 1 that may lead to a solution
of the difficulty.

1. Let it be clearly understood by the congrega.
won that the,ptayes mcctng 5 an absuite neces-
sity to the cxistenet of a hcall?l) and vigurous Jhardh,
It scems to me that when our people look upon the
prayer meeting from this stand point, we can easily
obtain the rest.

2, Let it be understood by the people that Chnst
looks to cvery behiever to beat hus ot her share of the
work of rendermg the church servives a grand and
constant success. ** T'o every man lns work * “\Vhat 1
that to thee > Follow thou Me.”

3. Letthe presence of Jesus Christ be everrecograzed
by members.  Jesus 1s present i c\-cr{ mceetnyg of
the sants, deeply intcrested in the whole of the ser-
Hear w‘ml Ile says i this connection .

“Let Me sce thy countenance, let Me hear thy
voice § for swees is thy vaire and thy countenance s

" comely.” {Song of Solomon, i 14}

I am quite well aware that this word apphes to
private devutional exercises, nevertheless, it 1s equaily
appheable 10 the Jwrch assembly on >ubbach ot
week day.  “ The Lord loveth the pates of Zion more
than all the dwellings of Jacob”

When the Queen intimates that she will hold a
levee with what pleasure the nobility and gentry hear
the announcement, and with what alacrity do they
prepare for the august occasion '

In like manner when the lord jesus intimates that
He will hold a Zeve in the place where He has re
corded His name, surcly we ought with far more
pleasure and alacrity prepare for and go to meet Him,
*who alone hath the word of eternal hfe” --to »ueet
and commune with Hum, who comes to bestow upon
us enduring blessings. [t affords the blessed daviour
joy to sec His people 1n the week night service and o

ear their voices in praise, prayer and testimony et
it be ours to give this joy to jesus in the prayer mceet-
ir;]g cvery week.  If we do, it will have & most marked
cffect upon ourselves in every-day hfe routine duttes.
“Take My yoke upon you.”

Let the pastors live more and more under a realiz
ing sensc of the presence of the Master and the
people will soon come to it and the Church will soon
manifest the cflects of it.

4. How to make the meetings interesting?  This
plan migiit be tricd to enlist members in the ex-
ercises ¢

The pastor could speak to say six members one
weck and as many another week, and give cach some-
thing to do in the nceting.  One might read a few
verses of Scripture, another pray (shortly ! another read
a hymn, another (who knows when to stepr might
give a bricf address. R

! have found this plan eaceedingly helpful in my
onn work. 1 feel satisfied that, with a_‘ittle discrect
persistency, ninisters can  enlist their earnest fe!
lowship in' this way, and thus make the prayer
meeting what it remlly is, the people’s service.

Givetns method a fair trial and ! have no fear for
the result.  In a word, let cach come prepared nath
sume verse ur thuught or hymn fur the guud of the
whole organization. .

5. Be punctual in commencing and closing the
meating ; let the exercises be varied and never drag.
I a brother prays too long don’t be afraid to tell him,
as Moody did once ing similar case: * Brother, that
was a good prayer—ilic first five mimutes.”

Endeavour yourself to be short, sharp, crisp and
sparkling, and the mecting will follow suit in the dif-
ferent excrcises.

6. Intimate from the pulpit the topic for the prayer
m%;:tmg ; the members can the.: study st up, and th.y
will,

Aboveall, remember the pronuse of Jesus : * Where
two or three are gathered together in My name, there
am ! in the midst of them.” Seek to render the pre-
sence of Jesus a reality to yourselfand the people, and
God will' make the service a blessing for cdification
and salvation.

For Tk CAnADA PRESOYTRRIAN. ’

AN AUTUMN REMINDER
BY FIDELIS.

The yeilowing leaves and shortenmg days tell us
that the summer of 1885 has passed away, and that
winter 1s coinn g fastly—winte., par excellence, the sca-
son of swora and social life—as summer 1s, for many,
the season of rest and enjoymnent of Natures beauty.
Many of the readers of 1HE CANADA PRESBY1ERIAN
have pleasant summer memories of open air life by
the breezy sca beach, among the hills, in the woods

and on the nver.  They wili cheer the “onward eye’
durning many a bleak or drcary amnter day,  But be-
sides the pleasant memories of natural beauty s
there not the im‘iﬁomling influence of the rest--the
refreshinent of soul, also, that comes from communion
with God through His own unspoiled works? Many
will gratefully acknowledge this, as they took back to
happy summer days by *flood or fell, when they
scemed to enter the immediate preseace of Him who
reveals Hiumsell in the Book of Nature as well asin
the Book of Revelation.

But all privilege or earichment comes to us: -not
for ourseives alonc, but as a g1t to be shared, as fav as
})ossmlc, with others,  *breely ye have recaived-
teety gaie s the law of all Gods grang, Whatever
thurefuie we have gamed, s fur us 10 ase wisely
the scrvice of Him who gave i, and of thuse He means
us to bless, We know what was the judgment on
It who “hurt noboedy but only hid his talent ina
napkin.” The new strength we have received from
the invigorating country air—as 1t not to be used
sume branch of Lhnsts senvie.  The capanded
thought, the lessun: of beauty and wisdom, the
ghmpses of Jnd's love are they not to make our
service more gracious, more fruitful, more willing and
spontancous? Can we not do somcthing to nstil
the same lessons, the same refreshing, into other hvea?

Many are the ways and channcls of Chnistian work
and usefulness to Jay. ot some they are only 4o
dumcrous, and will soon absorb all and more of the
new wvigopr sereived.  Tug with many there is little
study of how best to eapend 12 i their Saviour's work.
Y ct cach has his or her own speciat fitness, special
tission, spraial work.  Is €t aut the duty of each in
the commonest gratutude for greai privileges and
previous blessings, o try to find out gust wkat e d
the 1 ord would have us to do, and then to sct to work
and do it with all our might in the love and power
that He and He alone can give? So doing we may
carry summer in our hearts all the year round,

There arein this loud stunning tide

Ut human care and crime,
Wih whum the melodies aLide

Of the eveslasting chime
Who carry praise in their heart
Thiough dusty lanc and wrangling mart,
Flying theur daily task with buster feet,
Because ther inmust heasts a huly strain repeat

oNLY

Only a word for the Master,
Lovingly, qulell{ saud

Onfy a word,

Yet the Master heard,
And some fainting heatts weze fed.

Only a look of remonstrance,
Sorrowful, gentle and deep 3

Only a look,

Yet the strong man shook,
And he went alone to weep.

Only some act of devotion,
Willingly, joyfully dons!
“*Surely "twas nought,”
(So the proud world thought,)
But yet souls for Christ were won.

Only an hour with the children,
tleasantly, cheetfully given;

¢t sced was sown

Ih that hour alone,
Which would bring forth fruit for heaven,

“Oulys” Lut Jesus is louking
Consiantly, tendesly Jown
To earth, and sves
Those who strive to plcase,
And their love e loves to crown.
— Word and Work,

WOMAN'S WORK AND PLACE IN THE
CHURCH.

This is the age for theministry of woman. She has
demonst.ated her unspeakable power and usefulness
in the zenanas <f India and Turkey; in the hospitals
of Europe aad Amwerica; in missions of Christ-like
benevolence to the lost and wretched, not only in
crowded rities but in the world at large. Her avenues
of usefulness are almost boundless, from the beautiful
“flower missions” on to that of the * prison gates,”
where she threws herself against the great tide of
human guilt, and sceks to save, by the sg;m‘{mlhy of
the Gospel, those who have been untouched by the
justice of the law.

The Scripturat office of deaconess demonstrates
thit the prnnmitive Church, moved by the Holy Ghost,
gave to woman a position of dignity and uscfulness,
and now, after eighteen hundred years of experience
dur.ng which the blessed Gospel-~f Jesus Christ has
been uickening and renovating untold thousands in
the Gentile world, to ignore her place when sanctified
by grace 1s folly 1 the extreme; and the clergyman
who in his mimstenal work passes her over, neglects,
whether he kaows it ot not, one-half the working power
of his church.

How often when you have languidly announced

some unporiant mecting, fcr'img as you did so, that
but few would ancnd, have jua ceahized Lo the bittet
end all the disappaintment you at first anticipated ?
If, on the contrary, you had ‘only pathered together
all the devout women in your flock—interested them
in the good cause, and led them to undertake 1t with
all the fervour of then gluwing nature—instead of
failure, yuu suuld huve aapunienced; with the blessing
of Gmf, a markad sue . tas and, in addiion, would have
discovered how murh more earncstness there was
among your people than you had before imagined,
Ask her assistance in ministering to the sick ; in the
care of the poor, and in many offices in which
with peunhar propsiety her versatile gifts may be eme
pluyed.  Each year, as yuu do this, will you estcem
e 1C and more highly the postion of sanctified
women in the Church of Christ  Pishop Balidwin

TAKE PART IN Ti]. CONTEST.

‘Too many of aur congregations, whether in the cit
or couutry, look upon their respective clergymen muc
as the ancient Romans Jid on the gladiators in the
urcus.  They sit on the benches and sometimes cla
and cheer , and somctimes shrick out their disapprova
while he fights the lions.

If he do well, thumbs go up, but if the contrery,
down they go. and the unfortunate minister, like the
gladiator, must there and then die. Now, what 1 pro-
Bmsc 1s (hat the congregation should leave the

enches and come down and theinselves help to fight
the hons.  In tlus age, as in every other that has
preceded us, we need somerhing more from our people
than cheers and hissess we need the co-operation of
loyal hearts and true : the spontancous action of those
whon the day of danger will stand shoulder to shoulder
with their appointed leaders,and by every effort in their
power help to push the battle to the gate.  Our clergy
were certiunly intended to be spiritual captains to
lead on their people in the tremendoszs contest against
sin and Satan : but by no means can they occupy all
the subordinate positions m the army o8 well ; they
cannot be licutenants and sergeants and corporals
and rank and nlc at one and the same tune ; they can-
not be the whole army in themselves. Now, in too
many panshes, we have the edicers, but from one fault
and anotlier, no army to give battle to the foc. While,
however, saying this, I am confident that throughout
the length and breadth of our land, we have hundreds
and thousands of earnest men and women who only
need proper orgamuzation and development to make
them atremendous power for good. -Bishop_Baldwsn.

THE ONE JOURNE Y.

“When | was a young man,” says Janes Simpson,
“there lived a man in our ncighbourhood who was
umversally reported to be unco'nmonly liberal in his
dealings.  When he had any of the produce of his
farm to dispose of he.made it an invariable rule
to give good mcasure, over good, rather more than
could be required of him.  One of his friends olserv-
ing him frequéntly doing so, questioned him why he
he did it, and told him he gave too much, and said it
would not be to his own advantage. Now, my friends,
mark the answer of that man: *God Almighty has
ghen me but one journey through the world, and
when gune I cannut tetuin to rectify mistakes.”
.. . Think of this, friends &ut one journcy through
the wworld,

Dr. Maciay, who has spent cight years as mission-
ary to Japan, says he never heard a Japanese oath,
He never heard @ nussiunary say that he had heard
onc swear.  He has heard them trying to repeatsome
oaths in English learned from sailors.  They thought
they were learning English. This is another illustra-
tion of how other nations copy our vices.

SinRRA Lroxk West Africa), according to the Govs
crnment census of 1881, has a population of over
60,000, The Episcopalians and Brcsbytcrinns nums
ber 18,000: the Methodists, 17,000 ; the Baptists,
358, Roman Catholics, 36y. Indlading the members
and schulats of the Mcethudist churches, the Method.
ists have an attendance on public worship of
about 21,000.

“ Missions are a fatlure—they cost too much.” So
some peopl. say. The statement is not true. The
Governor of Natal i a bricf address, spid : “One
missionary 1s worth more than a battalion of soldiers.”
The Earl of Shaftesbury says “if London did not have
its four hundred missionaries it would require 30,000
more police.” Civilized nations cannot afford to ceasé
to carry on missions.

A YOUNG Japanese, says the Chrdstian Union, had
been imprisoned for being too_ outspoken. In his
prison at Tokio he set to work to preach Christ to his
fellow-sufferers, and the news of these efforts attracted
others, till he had three hundred hearers. \When re-
leased he laid the neglected state of the prisoners be.
fore those in office, and he has been appointed gover.
not of a new prison, with the -consent of the guthoris
tics to pursue his rel’gicus work—an evidence of the
value of words spoken in season, '



