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cal life, and men of high principle whn, happily for us,
clung to it, have a degree of mortification to enduce
which is wholly unnecessary, and which might
well be spared. Second, the usefulness of the
press as an instrument of political discussion is very
much impaired. At the bottom of all really useful
discussion there must be hunesty in the statement of
facts and the weighing of arguments, a disposition to
take a full, rounded view of 1he q restion, to make full
sllowance for the considerations which are made
against the view advocated, as well as a clear state-
ment of the preponderating reasons which compel its
sdoption. Du. when an organ of opinion allows
jiself, in the supposed interests of party, to suppress
facts, to distort siatemaents, to misrepresent argu.
ments, who does not see that its usefulness as an
instrument of discussion is to that extent impaire ?
ft has to that extent lest public confidence, and
deserved to lose it. It comes to share in the woe,
pronounced by the pre-bet on * those who call evil
good, and gnod evil, wto put darkness for light and
light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter.” In the public interest, this is a matter for
deep regret. In the country possessing, like our own,
parliamentary government, the disscussions of « {ree
press plays an important part. All our interests are
made mote ser ;3 by the fact that public men do their
wotk un-er {t, almost ubiquitous eye. How important
then that it should be fair and moderate, reserving its
seserer censures, its words of indignation, for delibernte
wrong or really culpable betrayal of the public
interests, 1 say what those most versed in public
affairs among you know to be true when I affirm that
the unreasoning violence with which pvdlic men have
been assailed by the organs of the opposite party, the
magnilying of mistakes of judgment into betrayals of
trust, the insinuation of corrupt motive on the most
meagre evidence, sometimes on none at all, has, more
than anything, contributed to weaken the effectiveness
of their criticism when a really questionable course of
procedure has been inaugurated, ..« an actual viola-
tion of trust bas been ccmmitted. Third,— Another
and most painful result of the liberties taken with
truth in our daily press is to lessen the natural and
proper dislike of falsehood in the public mind. At
the foundation of almost all that is best in huinan
character is the love of truth, an¢ what must ever go
with it, the hatred of lies. 1t has always appeared to
me to be the very soil of goodness, 1 cannot regard
it therefore as anything less than a very serious
calamnity to have the minds of our people—nearly all
of chem newspaper readers—made familiar wrth un-
truth, finding 1t served up with the morning paper, if
not every day, yet oncg or twice & week, at the break-
fasttable. layour nameand in my own, | wish to pro-
test against it—to protest against it because it is wicked
and to protest against it because it is weak; to pro-
test against it when it is employed against us or against
the party, whatever that may be, to which we belong ;
to protest doubly against it when it is employed for
us, professedly in our interest, or in the interest of our
party. 1 wish to put in a claim for the observanre of
truth, in discussions on the platform, and in discus~
sions in the press, let the effect of 1t be what it may.
Its effect, indeed, must be always wholesome. The
party, or tre policy, which needs the support of mis-
representation will meet defeat sooner or later, and in
the public interest,the sooner the better. Truthalone
is strong. And the obligation to observe it is imper-
ative in politics as in avery other department of bu-
man affvirs. The niath commandment is not sus

pended before elections, and to suit the exigencies of
parties. Lying is not an allowec seapon when a
political opponent is to be weakened, not even when
he is himsulf in your opinion stéeped in falzehood.
Depreciation, evil speaking, does not cecse to besiniul
whea it is anonymous, Fairness, zenerosity even, are
not interdicted virtues in the political arena; nor do
bitterness and wrath become Chrnistian sentiments
when they are cherished towards public men and
prafessedly for the public good. Muast I remind you
that the holy and tender precepts ot the Gospel are
ia full force within the domain of public and political
life as everywhere else? Such precepts as the:e,
“ Putting away lying, speak avery man truth with his
acighbour,” ** Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger,
and clamour and enl-speaking be put away irom you
with ail malice,” * Be xinaly affectionate onet another
with brotherly love, in honour preferring one another.”
“ Funally, beethren, whatsoever things are true, what-
srever things are honest,” that is, bonourable, * what-

soever things are just, whatsosver things ara pure,
whatsoever things are lovely, whatsogver things are
of good report if there be any virtue, and if there be
any praise, think on these things.® Wers they prac-
*1ved, even by a considerable portion of those engaged
in moulding the political movements of the country,
and in giving tone to its political discussioas, what a
happy changa should we not witness !

1 have spoken thus strongly and at this length to
you this morning, because | entertain & high sense of
the importance of political life, in ita besartng even on
those interests which in the eyes of Christian man
surpass all others. The career, which opens out before
one entering on public life with high principles and
{air talente, carries with it very large possibilities of
goad  In this connection it is d ffi .ult not to think if
thac noble statesman who, at an age when most men
whu Lave lived to see it are secking vest, is guidiog
with 30 wise a.,d firm a hand the policy of the great
B-itish Empire. Potsessing not only varied learning,
vast knowledge of affairs, great capacity for worn, a
speech of thrili'ng el quence, but great fairmness und
open mindedness, great wisdom in meeting the re.
q irements of new emergencies, great patieace in
mastering the most minute details, great courage even
te breaking with the traditions of his own eartly life,
warm and generous sympathies with the down-trodden
and the suffering, resolute faith in the right—possess-
iog such qualities, he seems to tower above the most
of his compeers, aven more by his moral than by his
intellectual greainess, \Who can over-estimate the
good he bas done and is doing? What Scottish pres-
byter or English bishop has been doing rore during
these years for the coming of the Kingdom of God in
the world, than William Ewart Gladstone?

\Ve have men, if of less transcendent abilities yot of
similar spirit, among ourselves. They are found 1
trust in both political parties, Let us give them due
hounour, even when they differ from us ia political
sentiments. Let us give them a generous and an ap-
preciative support when they agree with us in ques-
tions of public policy. Lat us sympathize with them
in the difficulies neccessarily coanected with the
government of a country coataining such wide diver-
sitiesof race and religion. Let us refrain from pressing
them with selfish demands., Let us make it evident
that we desire them to act for the public good. Let
us deal leniently with mistakes of judgment, such as
the wisest and best intentioned must sometimes mis-
take. Letus reserve their severest censures for moral
faults for disregard of the public interest, a sacrifice
of it to the furtherance of personal or party ends. And
speaking to a congregation of professedly Christian
people, should [ not say, Let us pray for them ; letus
ask for them the blessing of Him from Whom cometh
wisdom, courage, integrity, and thaa “ God, even our
own God, shall bless us—God shall bless us ; and all
the euds of the earth shall fear Him.”

CUONCERNING BAPTISM —VII.

Y REV. W. A. M'KAY, B.A., WOODSTNCR, AUTNOR OF * INMERSION A
ROMISH INVRNTION.”

From the Christian Standasd,

MR. EDITOR,—Whether the person in baptismisto
be put 1nto the water, or the water put upon the per-
son, is to be determined by tbe classic use of daptizo
before it was used in the Scriptures, and uy tbe use
of the word in the whole Bible—Old as well as New
Testament. What, then, is the meaning of dapsiso in
the Greek classics? Immersionists tell us, maith a
charming confidence, that it always meant “to {m-
merse.” * The thing is so evident that it does not re-
quire preof® *All the scholars s2y so” Dr. T. .
Couvant, in Baptizein, p. 159, says : “ Whenever the
idea of total submegence was to be expressed,
whether literally or metaphorically, this (daptizo) was
the word that first presented itsell.”

The editor of the * Standard ” will parden my *pre-
L umption,” if 1 dechine to bow to the bare statements of
immersionists, however copfidently made. [ prefer
to examine facts for myself. What, then, are these
facis? Here they are: Ia all heathen Greek older
than the Christian era there are only fwenty two well-
authenticated cases of the occurrence of dap/izo: and
it the editor of the “Standard” wil! examine these
cases, one by one, as I have done, he will not find
“d'p” or “immerss” (in the immersionist seuse) in
any one of the twenty-two instances. He will find
that daptizo is in Greek always a word of gower.

When a persoa was brought compleiely under the in-

fluenceor power of anything, he was said by the Greeks
tu be bap'ized miththatthing. Alrxinderthe Great was
brought completely under the irtoxwcating irfluence
of wine : the Greeks said that he was baptized with
wine. But neither literally nor metaphorically was he
* dipped” into wine. Instead of being put into wine,
the wine was put into him. A merchant was brought
completely under the depressing it flience of debt ;
the Greeks said he was baptized with debts, A man
was brought completely under tha power of sorrow;
the Greeks said he was baptized with his tears, \Was
he dipped into his tears ?  And 30 in other cases. A
ship was baptized when it was sunk in the depths of
the sea ; the coast was baptized when the tide flwed
in zpon 1t ; a wave roliing over a vessel and sinking
at, baptized 1t with 1ts contents ; & man was bapuzed
when he was drowned, or when he drank an opate,
or water from the fountain of Silenus. But “dip”
will not answer 1n any one of these cases. The coast is
not taken up and * dipped " in the sea which roils back
upon it. Urowned ships and drowped men are not
“dipped ” (1.0, plunged beneath the watery elemeat
and then immediately withdrawn). A man i3 not
dipped when he drinks a liquid.

After giving many instances of the occurrence of
baptiso in the Greek classics, Robert Young, LL.D., of
Ednburgh, . sthor of the great “ Greek and Hebrew
Concordance,” and perhaps the most learned linguist
in Great Britain, says : * From all this 1 gather tha
the word (8af7i20) has no real specific reference to
mode at all, but to the object, effect, cr result contem-
plated.”

“ Whatever,” says Dr. Dale (Classic Baptism, p.
354), * is capabie of changing the character, state, or
condition of any object, is capable of bapiizing that
object ; and by such a change of character, state or
condition does, in fact, bapuze it In effecting these
classic baptisms we find that the baptizing element or
instrumentality was invariably moved, while the per-
son or thing baptized was passive or receptive.

If baptizo was the * word that first presented itself
to express the idca of total submergence,” how does it
happen that the following classic Greek writers (and
many others) in all their varied and voluminous
wrungs, sever use the word daptiso atallt The writ-
ings of Homer (RC 1000), Hesiod (BC 1000), Hero-
dotus (BC. 434) /A sculus (B.C. §25). Aschines (Greek
philosopher, BC 350), /£ chsnes (Greek oratur, B.C.
397), Sophocles (B C 495), Eurtvides (B C. 480), Thu-
cydides (B C 471), Tbevcritus (B C. 270), Theophrastus
(BC. 382), X:nophon (BC 445), Anstophanes (b.C.
456), Bion (B C. 287), and Moschus (B C. 270), do not
contain the word éap/iso / Dud none of these classic
Greek authors, poets, historians, orators, philosophers,
even once, in all their extsnsive and voluminous
wotks, have occasion to use the idea of *dipping,”
“ plunging,” or “immersion "? We know they fre-
quently express the idea. Well, then, what word or
words. did they use to express the idea? They cer-
tainly never used lapfizo. But they do use the fol.
lowing words, whose meaning I give according to
Liddell and Scott: BxsAis0, to immerse, tr aink;
embuthizo, to sink to the bottom ; Aafabuthiso, to
plunge under water ; 5aé?, to dip ; duo, or duno, to
dive ; dupto, toduck ; pomtizo, to plunge intothe sea ;
and datupontizo, to throw into the sea, to plunge or
drown therein. These eight Greek words are used as
equivalents to the Latin mergere, to “1mmerse ;" but
¢aptizo is never used in the sense of “immerse” ‘n
the modern immersionist sense. Anstotle (BC 383),
the pnince of Greek classic authors, and the most ac.
curate of all Greek writers, user! the word dap:30 but
once, and then nnt in ‘he sense of dip, plunge, or im-
merse. Plato (BC 429) uses éaz 0 but twice, and
not in the sense of * immerse.”

So much on the meaniog of daplizo in heathen
Greek before the time of Christ. Not onceis it found in
the modern immersionist sense of * dipping.” It is
always a word of power, having * no specific refereace
t2 mnde, but to the object, eff:ct or resuit contem.
p'ated.” So, when we come to the Word of Go , we
find this word used, not in anarrow, mechanical sense
of “diwpping,” but as indicating an effect infinitely
grander, noblezr, more powesful than any water-dipping.
The apostles were baptized with the Spirit. They
were brought completely unc .« the purifying influence
of the Spirit. They were baptized with fire. They
were brought completely under the influence of the
tiny flame which sat upon them. Their dross was
purged away. They became red-hot men. They
spake with tongues of fire. The children of Israel



