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and #0 very contrary to the character and aims of THE
PRESBYTERIAN ‘whether it be viewed from one side
of politics or the other. And most certainly there
was nothing * serpentine™ in any of our utterances,
and there was no “collusion to influence the readers
of THE PRRSBYTERIAN throughout the Dominion in
favour of * our * chiefiain "—the mare especially as we
don't happen to have an > huinan being, either on this
side of the Atlantic or the other, who could with any
progriety be so described. In the course of our edi-
torial labours we have been denounced as “a rabid
Grit” and as a “ Tory dyed in the wool,” and in all
such cases our fair-minded readers, we think, will say
on equally good grounds,

It will be a dark day for Canada when its Christian
citizens shall cease to take any interest in its political
affairs, and shall be as well pleased to be ruled by
drunken reprobates and ostentatious debauchees as
by the purest, most upright and most honourable of
their (ellow.ritizens, Should that time ever come, it
will be found to be a season of general spititual decay
and widespread moral paralysis—a season when men
shall be calling good evil, and evil good—putting bitter
for sweet, and sweet for bitter-—and when the religions
traditions and beliefs of other days, if not already
dead, shall be found most surely to be dying, and
ready to disappear.

In the meantime we are sure no one will be more
amused than Mr. Hay at the idea of his having, with
asingle advertisement, bribed and bought up THE
PRESBYTERIAN body and bones, and of his having
entered into a wicked conspiracy with its editor to de-
bauch the electors of Ontario, and thus to secure the
triumph of nobody knows how much iniquity and
wrong-doing. \We are quite ready to challenge any
oneto point outa single partisan political utterancein
the editorial columns of THE PRESUYTERIAN since its
commencement. We have tried to support what we
believed to be true, and discredit and oppose what
we felt to be false and injurious, by whomsoever the
latter may have been advanced or defended. And,
God helping us, we mean to foliow in the future the

* same course as we have pursued in the past, “im.

pugn it whoso listeth.” We should be sorry to have
any advertisement in our columns which could give
just cause of offence to any of our readers, and any
fair, reasonably worded objection to any of them will
receive the fullest and most respectful consideration.
But we protest against the idea that in the midst of a
most important political struggle, in which the inte-
rests of the whole community may be very deeply in-
volved, we are to be debarred from allowing even the
smallest section of our advertising space to be used by
candidates for political honours, in stating under their
own signatures, and in paying for the same, their views
on the questions of the hdur, on pain of our being de-
nounced as partisan, or even of having it insinuated
that we have been bought. We are thankful to say,
that humble as THE PRESBYTERIAN may be, there is
neither money nor wnfluence with either political pa:zty,
ot with both, sufficient to bribe or bulldoze it into a
coupse opposed to the honest ‘convictions of its con-
ductors. When there is, and when the purchase is
actually made, then we hope as earnestly as our corre-
spondents can that “its usefulness ” will be * gone.”

$ooks anp Fhacazings,

OUR LITTLE ONES. (Boston: The Russell Pub.
lishing Co.)—In design and execution the illustrations
in this children’s magazine are unexcelled, and the
reading matter is admurably suited to the capacity of
very young children. The numbers for May and
June are fair specimens.

WHAT WoULD THE WORLD BE WITIIOUT RE-
116ioN2 By C. H. Parkburst, D.D. (New York :
A. D. F, Randolph & Co.; Toronto: N. Ure & Co.
Price 22 cents.) - This pamphlet of 24 pages contains a
discourse in which Dz, Parkkurst attacks Agnosticism,
and the sort of pseudo-scientific Atheism which is so
common at present. The text is ¢ Where there is no
vision the people perish” The most noticeable
feature is the quiet power that pervades every sentence.
:rhe blade is keen-edged, and needs no violent wield-
ing.

WANDERINGS IN SOUTH AMERICA. By Charles
Waterton. (Londen and New York : Macmillan &
Co.)—Charles Waterton was an advanturous traveller,
and an enthusiastic student ot natural history, espe-
cially in the depastment of ornithology. The book now

before us—a paper-covered volume of sixty -four large
pages—is edited by the Rev. ], G. Wood, who also
supplies a biography of Mr. Waterton and an ex-
planatory index. Containing a record of travel in a
part of the world previously to a great extent unex-
plored, and a series of descriptions of strange birds
and other animals by an accurate ohzzever, the book
is both interesting and useful. The illustrations
number cne hundred.

SassaTH $oH0OL P EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESRON XXVIL,
July »} A LESSON ON HOME. Mark x.

GOLDEN TiXT.~'I will walk within my house
with a perfect heart."—Psa, 101: 2,

Timg,—Six months after last lesson, in the spiiog of
A.D. 30, about a month belore the ciucifixion.

PrAack.—East of the Jordan, on Chsist’s last journey to
Jerusalem,

PARALLEL. —Matt. 19 : t-15, with vers. 13-16; Luke
18: 15-17.

ConnNEcTING LiNks,—During the interval since the last
lesson several incidents omitted by Mark, but nacrated by
Luke and John, had occurred. Sending out of the Seventy,
Luke 10: 816 ; pasting through Samaria, Luke 9: §1-503
John 7: 2-10; healing of ten lepers, Luke 17: 11-29;
at the feast of Tabernacles, John ¥: 11- l*;: the woman
taken in adultery, john 8 : 13 Martha and Mary, Luke1o:
38-42, and tome other minor matters.

Notes and Comments.—Ver. 1, * from thence :"
Galilee, so Matt ; it was His finsl departure from the place
where He had taught and done so much, until after the re-
surrection 3 ** coasts ;" borders, frontier ; * beyond Jordan:”
30 Rev. Petrea proper, most likely; ** people tesort . Maut.
great multitudes; ** taught :** and * healed :" so Matt. The
biessings of Christ's words and Christ’s healing were brought
whese they had not likely been before : ¢ as He was wont ;"
note and imitate the habits of Jesus, Luke 4 : 16.

Ver. 2. ¢ The Pharisces :" their hate cartied them where
Jesus was found.  **Is it lawful ' Christ was now in the
dominion of the Herod who had put John the Baptist to
death for hisfaithfuloess on this very poiat. The Pharisecs
were sure that Jesus would agree with John, and they would
ll:‘avc been glad that tHe also should feel the vengeance of the

ng. .

Vers. 3, 4. Jesus puts the question to them, What isthe
teaching of the law as given by Moses? What is the
authority ? ** Moses suffered . Deut. 24. 1-4 , it was a per-
mission under certain circumstances only, which compared
with the practice of other nations was a great testriction.

Ver. 5. * For the hardoess:” meaning cither to pro-
tect the wife against your cruelty he thus guarded ker, or,
because of your stubbornness, this was the test law practi-
cable, although not actuaily the best, as he goes on to show.

Ver. 6, * From the beginning:” this was God's pur-
. pose, one wife for one husband, and this was to be the law
of the race.

Vers. 7, 8. The first doctrine of the fam':lz rclation, as set
forth in Gen. 2 24, is here sepeajed by Chrst, ¢ for this
cause ;" and the Apostle Paul, quoting the same words, ap-

lies them tothecoanection between Chirist and His Church,

ph. 5. 31, ‘‘twain—one flesh.” apart, incomplete—
complete only in their union.

Ver. 9. ** \What therefore God bath :" Jit, did, *‘join to-
gether," i.e. atthe first, ** let not man:" it is sia to attempt
to alter what He has ordered.  The position of woman as
the helpmeet of man, csteemed and honoured, is the fruit of
revelation ; it was not so in heathenism,

Vers. 10, 11, 12, The disciples were still too much under
the influence of Pharisaic tradition readily to accept these
teachings of the Master ; they thopght if these sayirgs were
true, if the bond was indissoluble, it were better for 2 man
not to marry, Matt. 19: 10, Jesus gepeats to them what
He had just said to the Pharisess (so Matt, 19 : g),thus
cmphasizing the truth.

Ver. 13. ** They brought :" who? doubtless the parents,
the mothers, the Jovinginstinct of the maternal heart seeking
blessings for their littleones;** young childien: " Luke, **in-
fants ;" likely babes and nthers older, still ““little children;”
¢ should touch them .” Matt., * put bais handson them and
pray.” This did not meet the views of the disciples, who
were having an interesting discussion with Jesus on the mus-
riage question, and they *‘rcbuked them that brought
them :* they thought, too, very likely, that their Master
should not be interrupted by such a small matter as thus,

Ver. 14. Notsothought Jesus ; when He saw it ¢‘ 1o was
much displeased :" at the action of the disciples, The Rev,
makes the idea stronger, as it should be * He was moved
with indignation,” He had already warned them against

‘ offending " little children S;esson for June 18), ** Suffer
the " pot thesealone, all ¢ little children—to ccme—forbid
not:" they who would forbid were ignorant alike of the
spitit of Jesus and the character of His kiagdom; **{or of
such :” **to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven,” isthe
rendering preferred by the American Revisers. There are
children, multitudes in heaven, and those who are not chil

dren in years are child-like in spirit. . Mooe too yousg, too
small, for the kingdom.

Ver. 15. A continuation ofthe idea, enforced by the em-
phatic ¢ Verily.” If any one will ot enter the kingdom
of heaven as a little child—witha little child's simplicity
and faith—he cannot enter at all.  Christ passes beyond
the reception of childien by Him ; not only can they be
received, but all coming to Him must be like them.

Ver. 16. The mothers brogght their children that Christ

would **touch thewa:' He does more. as He always does for
those who ask, trusting Hislove, '* e touk them up in His
arms and blessed them:** The laying on of hands has al-
ways been held to accompany ordinatibn, we have no def.
nite account of Christ leying hands upon His Apostles, but
{le did upon the children, and so otdained them to the
kingdom of heaven.
HINTS TO TRACHERS,

What and How to Teach.—Profatory.—The
eatlier verses of this lesson, those relating to marsiage and
divorce, would hardly have appeared in a lesson except in
the course we are following this year, taking every verse of
one book. It may be said, will be sald, that it is & part of
God's word, and should be taught, Unquestionably ; yet,
as we think, not to the average clasres in ourschools. No wise
teacher, especially those having quite young classes, will
dwell upon it—do nothing mote, in fact, than indicate the
general spleit of the lesson.  The other section is so0 teach.
able, so tich and full of thought, that those who confine
themselves to it altogsther will find that they have afulland.
sugscsllvc lesson,

We have, however, given full notes upon the verses, and!
other rematks will be found under the Topics.

Toplcal Analysis.—(1) The sanctity of the home;
vm.ol-lz. (2) The blessedness of little children, verses
13-16.

Qa the first (o";ic we would abridge some rematks{tom
Leloubet, which, if they do not all bear upon the words of the
lesson, are :ug{gcsled by the thoughts which clusteraround it
—*The law of matriage is so strict and s0 strong, because the
motstimportant institution bath to religionand the Stateisthe
home, The true familyisa Church in miniatuse, and a State
in miniature, where are cultivated the worship,the knowledge
of the truth, the influences of the Spurit which belong to tge
Chucch, and the obedience and maral virtue which lie atthe
foundation of the State. I, A true home isthe neasest,
earthly return to Eden man haslost. Here Christ was born,
worked His fitst miracle, and almost the last words He spoke
on the cross wete to Lis mother about her home, 11, How
may the home become what God has made it? (a) Cbey
the 1aws Gad haslaid down in 2 Cor. 6: 14, and elsewhere.
(8) Love onc another. (¢) Be truly religious, for religion
binds souls togsther. (d) Never neglect thelittle courtesies
and attentions of life, (¢} Make the home the centre of
happiness for all its nembers. 11X, What can the ch.ldren
do to make home hﬁpgy? (a) Honour and ouey their pa-
rents.  (4) Be full of helpfulness. ()} Be courteous and
polite to parentsand one another.  (d) Bring the Christian
spitit into the home. 1V. \What spoils a home? (a) Sel.
fishness ; (6) neglect of one another; (¢) clamouring for
rights ;@ irreligion ; (¢) though:lessness ; (£) passion; (g)
crime.

On the secend topic, First let us rejoice that those Jew-
ish mothers weve filled with a desice to bring their little ones
to ‘)csus. Nlessed women, little they knew what they were
doing for the maiticis and Yuvers of children to all genera.
tions ; they were bunging forth words from the Saviour
which have filled myriads of hearts with rejoicing since the
day they were first spoken ; words which have been thesil.
ver lining to many a dark cloud of beteavement, which have
sounded over many & tiny grave, and brought calm peace
which nothing else could bring, In this short narrative we
may temark that there is 2ke Duty of Parents. These litile
cnes were brought, there is no doubt, by their parents,
though we are not expressly told so; the very absence of
any contrary statement is to us proof, for who so proper for
theblessed duty ?  Parents can do it now, and they should.
Let the influence of the teaching reach them to lead to this.
duty. We seethat the disciples of Fesus may make mistakes.
i1 this matter ; they did here—they have done so ag~in and
again. Pastors, elders, deacons, old members shake their
heads when the very younlg would make a profession of faith
in Jesus, and it is to be feared have often chilled the up-
springings of warm affection in the heart. Teachers, it is
yours especially and emphatically to guard apainst this
error 3 teach, encourage the little ones to come to Jesus. But
Fesus was angry with His disciples, and may He not be
angry with many now 2 The waining of Matt. 18 : 6 should
be remembered. And then He blessed them. We can't
think of one of those little children who bad thus been held
in the arms of Jesus growing up other than holy men and
women, Teacher, this is your golden opportunity, do aot
miss it; be absent any other Iesson but this one ; tell this old,
old story over again, and when your scholars are ready to
break out and sing,

¢ I think when I read that sweet story of old,”

show them the same Jesus with His open armsto receive and
to bless, even them. We do not trauble ourselves with the
doctrines drawn from this passage; what we desire 18 to im-
press the practical truths which should be taught.
Incidental Lessons.—On the firs# topic, That the
home is an ordinance of God,
o'l;hat the ideal home 1s where all are one in the service of

That sin against the sanctity of home is sin against God.

On the saond topic, That all parents should do as these
—bring their little ones to Jesus,

That the Master rejoices when children are brought to.
Him; so Jhould His disciples.

That the rare anger of Jesus washere shown against those
who wounld hinder the little children.

That little children are in the Church above ; should they
not be in the Church below?

‘To mould the clay before it hardens in the fire of worldli-

ness.

That littis childrenare the hope of the Church.

Main Lesson.—How to bring children to Jesus—(1j
Teach them His truth, Exodus 10 : 2; Psa. 78 : 2-8; 2 Tim,
3: 15 (2) Bring them into contact with Divine thin|
Deut. 371:12; 3 Sam. 1: 24; 2: 11; Ezm 10: 1. %;S
Pray with and for them, Gen. 27: 18; 1 Chron.22 : 11-13;
Mait. 15 : 22, 2nd similar passages. }4) Set **em an ex-
smple of holy living, Gen, 18: 19; Josh. 24:.155 Eph;
6:4; 2 Tim, 1: 5.



