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JUST OUT:
The "'Presbyterian Year Book5,"

RDITED BY REVI JAMES CAMERON.

Thtis valuable ANN¶JÀL for les, is unusually fuin of excellent andi
'suggeltive r.ading. The paper, by the Editor, on the proceedings of
the Presbyterias Council at Philadeiphia, occupying fOty pages. is
W*ortls the price of the book; while the general articles are exceedingly
cO'nPiete andi interesting.

Thé N. Y. <'Independent," in noticissg the volume for 1879, s83Ts:
h it Î One of the best ecclesiastical Annuals publisheti in THE WORLD.'

The Prescrit issue is better than any previous one; and every
Offic-bearer, at least, should have a copy.

4failed free on receai of twenly-five Cents.

* .BLACKETT ROBINS.Np,
PUBLISHER,

5 JORDAN STREET, TORONTO.

NOTES OF THEB lq]&K.
A LONiDoN correspondent, speaking of civic ex-

Penditure, notes îhe fact that a Liýrd Mayor's dinner
Costs £27,00 of which no less than L 17,000 is for
wine.

WBare giad to notice that our friend the " Canra-
cian Baptist » reads THE PRESBYTERIAN so carefully
that it notes an oversight of the proof-reader in our
1ssue of the 24th uit., by which "bodies 1' was trans-
formed i ito "ladies." Thanksl

TIEE "Independent"l is pithy and sharp in the fol-
iowing words : "The creed of pretentious unbelief
rhymes. and chimes:

Article I. Eco.
Article II. Nego.-

"ir hears on good authority that the expelled
Jesuits who have gone to England think of establish-
lflg a daily paper in London. It would be printed in
Frenc.h> and be intended for circulation in France.
Its object would, Of course, be uncompromising oppo-
SitiOft to the present French Governuient. a

Tit contumacious Bishop of Tournai, Belgium,
Mgr. Dumont, who has been deposed, has published
a voutùinous correspondence between himself and
Other Belgian bishops, canons, etc. This correspond-
ence. shews , it is stated, that these dignitaries accuse
each'o thir of " treason,» " "perfidy,» and "dforgery:
The Bishop of Liege, writing of the Archbishop of
mechlinsays: "Ail this is very sad. Double-deal-
lng, wang of frankness andsincerity-where does such
Conduct lead to? We cannot renounice our rights and
lend ourselves to a,, the , caprices, flot to say caoers, of
Our dear3i etropolan.» Bishop Dumont also prom-

pil t S bh his çresjpondence with the Pope.

SOUTHI AFRICA is ani xture of Portuguese (who
were the flrst settiers); I)utch, the most nu merous of
the Europeans ; the Englisb, found almost exclu-
sively ini the eastern part ; with somne French and
Gerlnans. The natives-Hottentots, Bushrnen, Kaf-
fir, Bechuanas and Negroes-are Win he majority.
There are many labourers, along the coast, of Malay
origin. T he population of the Cape Colony is about
900,000. Its area 15 182,000 square miles. The
Outlying districts-Basutoland, Kaffraria and Trans-
-eaal-have kept the British of the Cape in constant
War, The Cape itself was settled by the Dutch in
1652p tut passed into possession of the English in
,8o6.

A MÂ iyRs emorial cburch bas lately beeii
Crected h. Erromanga and was opened on Sabbath,
13th J" latt. ;,The cburth was filled- by a deeply i-
tefested congregation. Among the numbers were two
sons of the a'«n Who murdered John Williams sorne
fortY Years ago. The eider of these ledA in prayr.

people, some of whom had been James Gordon's
greatest and best helps, and who love to speak of him,
and others had learned to read when boys under
George A. Gordon and Mrs. Gordon; others had
more than once put their own lives ini the greatest
danger to protect us, and were baptized into the
Church by us; others had been given back from the
grave almost in ans% er to our earnest prayers ; and
others had been boni since our setulement, and with
their bright faces proved they were the children of
Christians and were happy; and then to sec those
who had been with the murderers of Mr. and Mrs. Gor-
don-I say, when we beheld ail these before us sing-
ing praises to God, and turned to look at the martyrs'
tablet, and then to the tablet for the church itself, and
again looked at the beautiful church and heard Do-
sono (or Daniel) pray, and to remember that, forty
years before that, bis father, Koiwiowi, clubbed to
death John Williams on the opposite bank of the
river, in front of the church-you cannot wonder that
we found it difficuli o suppress tears of joy and thank-
fulness." ____________

THE following extract from an article in " Vanity
Fair »is an admirable satire upon the oracular as-
sumption of modern scientific writers and philoso-
phers : "Science is now a goddess throned among
stars. She must needs sit on a throne and talk
oracles. Let me follow her. A man with good
faculties spends twelve years studying the muscles of
a caterpillar. Another uses up his life in naming a
a set of mollusca which do not need bis labels. An-
other gentleman grubs his life away in caves and
tumuli. We will not be bard on mechanical science,
but when it cornes to abstract philosophy it is another
pair of sîceves. Among 1'subjects' and 'predîcates,'
and ' majors and minors,' the human intelligence, it is
said, exerts its noblest capabilities. We will not be-

* lieve this. Mr. Mil was once thought to be logic
incarnate, now it is proved that Mr. Miil had an
essentially illogical mmnd. Comte was belië#ed to be
only inferior in intelligence to the Creator ; a biologist
now informis us that Comte was a blatant character.
Mr. Darwin was once the greatest of the human race 1
A Germait person (who is now the greatest of the
human race) tell us that Darwin proved nothing.
Systems corne and go. The philosophers are chul-
dren in a skittle aliey. They fiddle about with ternis
and names. When they are sbewn to be fiddling
against the rule of the game there follows a great
babblement, and amid the noise the essential gets
forgotten. These -people with their 'tumuli' and
their «'predicates ' go about expecting us to be taken
with wonçler and terror when we see the;m. They tel
us to make the best use of our capabilities, and they
ask us at *the -saine time to nullify our chiefest capa-
bility. On the whole, we think they bad better carry
their eloquence somewhere else."

A ETTER from Van to a Constantinople paper de-
scribes the condition of the Christian population of
Van and vicinity as most deplorable. Those scourges,
the Kurds, who have been raiding also in Persia, are
continuaily plundering and murdering Armenian Chris-
tians. He says : IlDuring the last three months, I
venture to say, not a single day bas passed without
new oppressions, murders,- and outrages being prac-
tised by Kurds and Turks on Armenians ; but flot one
of the criniinais has been Punished." Tfii local gov-
erument is both weak and indifférent, and affords no
protection. The Kurds arc armed with the bcst Mar-
tini rifles, and it is hardly possible to go about the
country without failing into their merciles% hands.
They not only kili and plunder, but attack. most bru-
tally the wives and daughters of the Christians. Some
of the Armenians have attempted to defend them-
selves, notably in Norduz, where, after a severe con-
test, lastiag several' boums, the Kurds were defeated.
The scheme of reformi adopted in answer to the
"identical note"l of the European Powers, is the ap-

protection of the Armenians, it is te, b. feared, will
have to be undertaken by themselves, as at Norduz.
The missionaries in Persia are so fortunate as to en-
joy the friendship of the Kurdish leader, Sheikh Ab-
dullali, who bas caused, i severai instances, property
plundered from the Christians by bis men to be re-
stored, and has brutaily punisbed the offenders. But
the thievish invaders are making awful havoc i the
country, killîng, burning and plundering.

MR. JAmEs F. HoGAN of Geelong, speaks in the
"Victorian Review"l of-the Ilcoming Australian "in no
very complimentary terms. He flnds that tbe three
main characteristics of the native Australian (not the
Australian native) are an inordinate love of field
sports, a very decided disinclination to recognize the
authority of parents and superiors, and a grievous dis-
like to mental effort.' "t is no exaggeration to say
that out of évery ten native Australians nine spend al
their leisure in the practice of cither cricket or foot-
bail" " In the colonies, and more especially in Vic-
toria, the percentage of juvenile crime is abnormally
large." 'lYoung culprits constitute the great majority
of the prisoners." This unhappy spirit of youthful
lawlessness is encouraged by IIthe senseless policy of
misplaced gentleness that obtains in our public
schools." Lt seems that it is Ilenacted that corporal
punishment in schools must cease ; for, when the con-
ditions under which it may be administered are ex-
amined, this is what the Victoian Ministerial regula-
tiLon virtually nîeans." Mr. Hogan draws a humbling
contrast between the popular enthusiasm for the ac-
complishments of "Trickett, the rower, and Murdoch,
the cricketer, who achieve nothing more than what an
ignorant South Sea Islander could do if hie wished,",
and the neglectful treatment or even contempt shewn
to Farjeon, Chevalier, and Sumner, who could find
recognition qply whexn they let us and went te, Lon.-
don. Thus èaI"we deify muscle and'degrade mind,"e
and what wiil our children grow to ? In short, Mr.
Hogan thinks the comiflg Australian will be only a
well-fed, well-developed, happy animal, untroubled
with noble ambitions, uavlslted lb religious aspira-
tions-an ass, like Issachar, crotachng down between
two burdeas, flnding rest s'weetl, commonplace sublime,
and want of ail nobleneso wisdom. "lThe New Zea-
land Preshyterian n so far acquiescee in this estiniate,
but at the same' time puts in thq, following caveat
against its sweeping character as if Ilyoung Austra-
lia"I as a whole were thus trutbfdlly sketched : IlWe
believe that Mr. Hog&tn's picture is as truc and as false
as the majority of photographs, and that -it might be
extended to New Zealand. It is a true picture of a
large portion of our population and of our youth,
but would not have been less effectirely drawn by
admission of a few streaks of ligbt, nor made Jess tell»-
ing by heartier ailowance that there is an elcct remi-
nant among us of thec wise and pure and good and
noble feavening the wbole lump. -AIl our young men
are flot mad adinirers of a semi-savage athîcte ; and
the recollection of Athens raises a doubt in the mind
as to the precise ethical or intellectual value to attach
to an outburst of -admiration for physical strength and
prowcss. Perhaps, too, Mm. Hogan scarcely alloua
enough for the fact that in these southern lands we
witness Anglo-Saxon blood bounding with a new joy
in conscious immunity from the oppression of an un-
genial and gloomy climate, and exulting irrepressibly
un the new-found joy of sunshine and life out of doors.
He has, however, donc well in bis faitbful utterance.
H is hand points us in the direction of the ver serious
danger of becoming lawless, pleasure-loving, and
secular-a danger likely enough to be avertcd by bea-
yen sending us dark days and national sorow to
make our hearts earnest.» Those who may fancy
from the recent êichibitions of H anlan woship in Can -
ada that we are going in the saine direction of "mIfus-
cle deification"I and " mid degradation,"l may take
our New Zealand cotemporay's*1words and with the
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