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ONLY AYEAR AGjO.

1 BY WILL. HIENP.Y GANE.

O)nîY a year ago !
S0 short, anit yeb se long!

tL e rOY seft as the summer vlud,
Or a wave Of the angel'. song.

0111Y a yoar ago 1
Andit t hat changes have beefi

HoW imany stars have been lest ta vlev,
And, oh!1 boy many tseen?7

A hosit o! golden hair-
Au eYe supremely bIe-

A Ocit, sud noble, suit bravo heart,
Anti Christianlîko sui tru.;

7Thst vas a year ago!1
To..iay, ahes anit dueL!1

iL telle boy much the beart vilI bear-
HOW much iL eau sud muet.

Aiid thuswe mightbeb banging
- Sveet picturos lu monory's hall;
Asti let a flod cf anubeams

()Ver Ocr Idole fal-
'1'1t as ve di a year ago

Wher. à»ethoy ail ta-dayT
Asi cf09thse Wsve, as Lt thuniters by,

What IL 4;wivth yesterday'u spray.

My UNCLE IN MANUIESTIL.

112 the B.lgras*z Annuat for 1872, 1I bld Lb.
%de O1 cf my firet unfertunate tart lu lif., andt
'Wt 5 mess I nade cf my first commission.
,oU tion't romember me ? Aseth la my usine,

eI1b1tkfced 'Yacht, If yen please. If yen dcn't
c&% O Ook: banir ta that story, yeu neoit only
4klt orgrauted t Iat my outeet eoa8 unfortunate,
'11Muloit lu my beiug throvu once more

Up011 the vontd. But soeehing becomos eof
l"OOP1l% noter the meut unilivorable circun-
%te'OO even;; uecessailly, also, semebthing
OVentjaihy became cf me. A fainily ceuncîl
*" éld to eunsider vhab aboutit ho doue vitb
At * IL vas afttndeit by ail my uncles suit

meexcopt ééê, tbst one beiug uncle John,
Wbb1%ved hIManchester;unit o! cours3e It vas

n"ýà*inousîy sgreed, thaL ho, the absent oue,
%nthe very suit cnly man vbo vas able t.o 
1 thn b'me. He bsd vriiteu a lbIter,
*4eteot,.a*&"hg that If bis uepbev 'as a sinart
%eeve yOt%" itb vas witling ta Lurn his baud
hsuyrtb bSà maire lnsefgenerally useful,

the1-o vas ne harmIn luhie knocklug about lu bis
*reboue. but that IL vas ne use sontiug any
el4d-.gOeetyoung chaps up thlero

"Arthur nover dosa vear kit gloves,"1 salit my
UOter; Ilaivsys toosins, d it Lyou, itear boy?"

"OIf thab's si,'î 1sait, "Ilv ear white
if I iipIeuse the eut fetlov. I iou't

tb4Ùk that neoit stand Iu the vay."1
T'he eud of Lt vas, that 1 vont off ta Man.

eheOtert by parlameutary train tee, lu an acclsa
ýf0 MODmy, vhich steppoit at ail Lb. stations,
%D4 bock the vhols day -ou the jeurney. IL
*eUst hait at ail, ,the ftt part cf the vay.
ln*iitY OC smokinug, suit driuklng ont of squar

boSu ad chai!, ameng fat farinersansui thoîr
suVO ad nice plump young veanen, sud jclly

51e sOr*t of people. But vhsn ve cane near
kMIche4ter, sud te s plane caloit Stockport, sud

acrs sa viaduci right over the top cf
tltesi factery chimnys, sud locirei
I0Wlt as great chasmn filleit with smoie,-in

]FOU L y na Imagine the crater cf Veauvins
ithlthtb-etarleit buildings, suit alilthe

%01ike frcm the subterranesu lires comlng ont
of 1054 pIpes abuciro e b.top o! these buildings,
y*UPU have a very goi ides o! Stockport, sas seen
rroi th. railvsy bridge,-veth, vheu ve'd

o Over th svlaituct, os I uay, vo seemoit te
4 la'tppeit quite a freeh barrel of hnmanlty.

cý;4 f people troopeitothLb carnlages-
Ui. 1 ,, hait been a greai itcg race lu the ueigb-
b0- -suitn I hourd a good deat cf the triumphs

Pie an, a bitch-vbo seemeit o! aitagethar
dittreut race frein the popultion I'd loitibo.

41ý hy vers not, however, wibhcut char-
%et«tOB lhemogeneous te, the test *of thoîr

orre Tbey avore a goit ieal, outrageit
11$'0Y lu thelr language, vere very much tlp.

fo t>?he mosi part; they soomeit, tan, ta value
Moe for their povers cf speci thian other

tifea ; but bhey itifféret specttlcaliy lu their
t*t hY iie tue hoQC; voro dloge tvitli

Ô tru budritges Inlu of soles, vbich
ttnd yeur tees meut cruelly If yen hait the
fI'tune ta geL lu the vay o! ihein. 1I it'
'that they were much rougher than soutb-
*7 rffughe; but ihoy hait far more verve

64 h srait riglnallby about thon, aud seoin-
'Orlmore Lb. staple o! the population.

XPheurt sank a goit deal as vo fatrîy geLt th pllcf mee hah-ort-oert

mentary train, so 1 took a cab and dreve off to
the Queen's.

Next morning 1 went to look for uncie John.
I found myseif ftrst of al, ln a place they calledt
Plcoadilly, but how unlike the real thlng ! On1
my left was an open space with some insigntfi-1
cant-looking statues on Il, and some basins withE
iron pipes round them that might have squirt.
ed water once. Flanking this open space was at
neat barracky-looking building; that was thef
i'infIrmary'1 or hôspital, and frous this Infirma-
ry, as a sort of nexus, several streets branched1
off. Big omnibuses, with horses three abreast,
came lelsurely along, crowded outaide and lu
exclusively with maies, ail on business bout.
Rlght before me was Marketstreet-a grimy
shoppy street-and at the corner, where Market-
street debenchod upon the open space, was an
Inn-the Mosoly Arms,' I think-where many
of the buses pulled up. This Mosely Arms to my
rlght-divining soul gave the idea that Mosely-
street-which was the street I was told te ask
for-could not be far off, and I found that 1 wasj
correct. It was onelocf the stroots which diver-
ged from the infirmary. It was a long irregular
street of warehouses, old and new, tait and short,
blocked up one end by a ' ciassia'1 church, and
I rea.ched th15 church wlthout seelng my un-1
clo's namo on auy cf the doors. I rememborod1
then that I had a lettor lu my pooket whiohj
contained bis address. Just think what myi
feelings wore when I found the place and sawj
over the door a large signboard- siDeath & Ce.1
-Fuatians."1

Some of our family lndoed have assumod the
Dl'l and lb was not Impossible that unclo Johnq
might have been among these, and that the1
apostrophe had been rubbed eut; but ne, the1
thing waa boo plain, lu large gilt capital Roman
lett.ers-DEÂTH.

This may seem a smail thlug; but wheu
you've been ln the habit ef prldiug yourseif
on your namo, that your forefathers have1
berne for centuries, ta see It brought dowu
te the common levet of death ls tee annoylng.1
ftey'd cati me Deathx, toc, If 1 didn't stand out
against It, and I'd al*ays have been se particu-j
lar about the way the name was spoît and pro-
nouncod. This must be seen te at once. As I
stood leoklng up at the signboard, I foud that
soniobody eise was wabchlng me from the steps
of the warehouae; somnebody who haddoscendod
frein an old-fashionod four-wheeied chaise,
drawu by a rat-talled old screw-an cld man,
with a celd pluched-up face, who wQre a shortq
mackintosh coat, of the aucientstrcug-Emellingi
sert, black-trousers rather short for hlm, andj
brown galtors over hîs shees.

etServant, air!" he b sald pclitely, as I made te
address him.

"Isl Mr. John Aaeth" (proneunced Yacht, as
I sald before) cihere ?"I

sJohn Death ? Ây, &y. John Death, at ycur1
service. What's ycur business ?"I

"4Ah, unclo," I1 said, " i'mS ycar aephow Ar-
thur, How d'ye do?" I

The oid gentleman teck a yelcw bandanna
frein hie peeket, and rumpeted londiy into IL.

"'Ughtl"he said. c"Whab do you want?"I
IlWeil, I-I-understood yon oxpected me."
ilAh," he gruuted, ater a whiie, "i did ex.

pect a lad for the warehcuse, son of brother
Nod. Great fted Nod, full cf his flueries aud
fances; wha.t came cf 'em? Why, ncbbut yeu,
I expect, and chape lîke yon. Ugh 1 Weil, coins
lu."y

This wasn't prcmislug, but I had heard that
ho wu nosmothing cf an original aud muet b.
humcred, en I foilowed hlm quietly into the
warehouse. Ho dealt lu fustians, you'll remein-
ber. Fusty uns tliyer oe-The sieli? WelI,
the smeli was Ilke-what wae lb like ?-.say the
essence of ukiiled labour, oeua hot day after a
shcwer.

The counting-house was a dark littie plane
boxed off frein a great long roon CuIcof these
fustians. Thero wero lu IL two bali stocis anda#
caue-bcbtomed chair. On the deak vere three or
four big books with laced patteras coi thoir
backs.

64Well" he said, ater a whie, and ater he'd
loeked me over once or twice, and scratched
his head after each Inspection-(, veil, where
are ye iodging now ?"1

"O , 1 haven'L gel loigings yet. I stapped at
the Queeu's last night."1

The cld feliov Icoked me over lu silence once
more, and then he really seemed te have gel a
funny Ide&. He chnckled, lu a choky vay, pu&
his head cnt of the countlng-houe-"d Joashi"
he calld-"i Joash 1"I

A brcad red-faced man, vith romeudoue
brawny arms, ln his shirt aleeves, wearing a
brlght figured satin vaisceat, appeared.

ciJoash,"1 said my uncle, "6this la nov lad fer
warehouse. Ho's stepping at the (4ueeu>s 1"I

Bobh Joash aud he seemed te find the idea
very unny. I couldn't see the jeke, but I brled
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"Weil," ho sald at isut, "I mun seo if Joaeh

caun maire aught e! bbee. ere, Joash," ho cried,1
"itaire the lad and set him te work. I shall put
thee lu the wage book for thratty shilling a
woek. But thou'lb nover earn IL. And lock here,1
lad," ho said : d"noue cf thy josirs here ; we're
ail for business ber.. I've heard of thee before,1
my lad, and first tins I catches thee at any of
thy wlld pranks, away thon goest back te thy1
frlends agaln-dost hear ?"I

diIf ever I se much as vink, except out of1
business heurs, yen may boll met" I I cried. And1
I meant l; I really meant te go Inta fuetians
with al the viger of my Intellect. I meant te
maaster the business, and put mysoîf Imb the1
vay cf taking my uucees place.f

But the werst of lb vas, thero was nething to
do. diIt were very sîscir," Joash sald, etjuatc
nov, boing noarly Chrismas Ime and ne ordors1
cerulng lu." Uncle contrlved ta maire himsoîfa
busy, trattlng about, going on 'Change and te the
Porbc-.a place were Iota of ctd foglos congre .,
gaLe te rend the papers and gossp-blossed eldi
Atheniaus I-but intixe varohouse vo haît lite-c
rally ncthlug te do frcm mcrning Uti lngbt.c
And cf course, undet those cîrcuinstanées,1
Satan cropti. .I1vas bound Le de soething,c
and se I geL intô miehief, Our amusements,a
hevever, were Innocent eucugh. Maling egg-
Hp, heating It over the gas-jet on the top 110cr,i
waa a great resource. I hait a s"eoaltv foir
miklng good hp, sud Jossh *sae pesslonately1
fond cf IL Then vo playeit whist, and 1Iintated 1
my compautniutbethe latosb scientlfic uma-]
noeuvoes cf that noble garne ; for I vas thon anm
excellent player. I was a sirliful caricaturlat toc,1
and drew peur Jcaeh ne boautifuhty te the tife,1
that the peor cld follow was quite cut up. 1

"i ay," ho said, " 1If I'ma ugly as you, lt's qulte1
ime I were pub ui4er ground."
Ho secreteit the sketch aftor a white, but

kopt lb carefully, nevertheless, and I have more
than once caugbt hlm Iocking at lb ln quiet1
corners, shaing bis heait, and siuglng the sengi
cf Simeen over IL.

In the course cf our exporîments lu the heat-i
lng proporties of gas, I made a remarirable dis-1
covery., I found out thab by applylng the moutb
--scmebody elseo's nouth le preferable-te the
orifice crfa gas-brnnr, andt blovtng dovu IL vi-
gorouzîy, lu a fe w seconde yeu extinguish a11 the
llgbts that may bo supplio itlh gaz from that
parbicular set of pipes. This vas an ondless
seurce cf amusometM- Ihigiue that t lei Sabur.
day mcruing, & h#avy fcqg abFoad, darirpe pttch1
ontaide, Iasider thé gaobtrning lbgglly. lYnche lu
lu the countlng-bougo, readlng the Macnhester1
(Oater by gailight. Ï4ash ln db>Watairs ln tue1
saine ficor, banglng about fustians froi n ee
pile te anether, by way cf looilng as if he'di
somothlng to di. Preouentiy Lbe ligbts go outL
one after the othor, aud the vhole building las
left in Cîmmorlan darirnesa.

diJoash Joashl"Il y unale vqeU d aout,
sitrugglng out cf bis oMoe. 4"Josh 1 Lbere's thatq
itcmnod gas agaîn. Rau, Joasb, aud turn ont1
ait the Laps." Pocr Joash voulit onme puhlng:
and blovlng upstalrs, burnlng ont ait bho Laps asi
ho cane, anatbouiablslng Lb. gas compauy at
every stop. After that the gas.mon veulit b.
sont for, sud wculd, poire about the pipes andt
noter for houri but nover fouit auytlhng
wrong,

à4It's t'woter getLnto pipes," Joash vculit say.
&nd onceor bvloe th.y had up the pavement cf
Mosely..4roo, -sud ramelesupeudeit for houre,
but they coulitnoyer fini thte source of the
ovil,

1Uncle ha" a travelior vho vas gouorally cut
on bis rounds, but vas nov at homo for Christ.
mas. Ho vas au ili-couditioneit felow, a groat
swoîl lu hie way, aud sîways voe a wonderful-
l.y shlny hat. Ho hai a grndgo agaluet me,
foaring, 1 suppose, lest 1I abloutiuct hlm"cuL of
my uuolo's gocit grace, fer. h. hait some ides cf
getbing a psrtnershlp by and by, sud vas alvays
fawntug on unale John. He wouli corne sneak-
Iug about, jolnlng ont BIble diversions, aud
eharlng our fip, vlthcut sharlng the score ; sud
thon, as I hoarit aftorvarits, ho'it go suit tell us>
'unclo that I vas debauchlng Lb. other bauds,
sud teoachlng thoin to drink sait gambie. I
couldn'L thinir at Lb. ime my unclo oocked se
surly, but I ititn'L seoin te grow la hie gocit
graces.

This ravetior, vhose naine vasSlocomb, vas
spiteful enough lu other vays toc. One day I
had left my bat on a pile cf fueblans, sud my
frtend tho travelier, who 4" ipckod up a custe-
mer lu the towu, sud vas sbovlng hlm seme
gocits, thought proper bo drop a heavy pioe
rlght ou Lbe top cf my unforînuate 111e, crueh-
lng lb qulte fiat. He preteniteitthat IL vas an
accident, ,out behinit my bacir ho gloated over
the deoit, and laughod îouidîy te bis pais; aud I
itetermnlud te psy hlm c11 IL vas a serions
trouble teo me, thatamasheit bat; for 1 couldu'L
afford a nov ose,,suit vas fast vorglng te the
seed luinother ronspetaas voit.

THE ?rAVORITE.

commenced operations by sbeuting dcvn the

"eHi!1 Slocomb t"
deWeil," sald semebody, ocming sud pubting

bis bea itotethe boust.
deHere's a lettor for yen; a youug veman loft

IL ; catch 1"I
Slocomb I kmev voulit bo eagor enough ; for

ho vas alvays ougagoit ln soins dirty intrigue,
sud mado thie lad tetch sud carry for hlm, sud
Iudeod ho stopped at once Into tue Ineideocf Lb.
pipe te eatch the letter.

I vas ready on the firot-hLoor vibh au im-
mense box futi cf the savdust-and.vater com-
position, vblch Joash bad swepb up frcm tue
ficors, wlth ail the itansd rmud of the day
mIxoit up lu It, sud I hait arraugedit bns as totip
over at a toucb. Dovu IL vent lIke au ava-
lanche. Thore vas a scunit o! crashlug sud
amashiug, 'a cry ef rage sud astonishuseut. JI
rau dcvn4$irs as bard as I coulit j&% in glest
ovor my viobin andt proclain laftde.d; 1Je I
really vouteit a rov with the fé11b1ý " 1EN? dis.
comfiture vas complote. Hg tay therlu sn apool
e! savituest -vater, hie baL unashed ovor hle
face, bis heait aud sheutiters ccvored vith tb.
composition, vhllst areame of vaLer triokled
ait about bim. t"One for me, odtfelocv1 " I
cried, sud ssethlm by the legs to drav hlm
eut. Horror of borrors 1I nr handsecame ln con.
tact vlLh my uuclo's galteti 1 Ho IL vas wh
laistbo arit that Shocosùti vas earrylng on an
frh«ouar correepoudence by Insane cf hi& ap-
prentioo, bsd been watchig fer proof.acM hait
steppedIt nto the bolatttrite rcopt the hetter.
Thisi I hoard aftervards, for ât the tino, Whou
I'sav fron. under the batbored bat protrude the
Indignant outragoit countenauco oftIne ulo, I
lied.

Rub-a.itnb-a - dub - iub 1 A great crash cf
drumessud squeaig of Lb.eoar.piorcing iCes.
I rau ta the itoor. A recrulblng patty vas pas-
sing itevu the stroot, amit a crovit cf loufera.
Avsy 1 veut vîthout locilg bank, and nexb
noruiug I vas attosteit as a recruît lu the 601h
LtgbL Drageone.

CURIOUS CUSTOMERS.

Altbcugb vo are accuetemei.tote har onm-
plainte, ln thîs joabling, strugging vortd cf ours,
cf veairer porions vbo go ta the vail, IL le not
te bo itnleit that if tbey cry but protty loudly
thoywvll receive an Immediate share cf public
attention, anui f Ceuni totab. mucb or unduly
squoosed, vo are Jueblfloit by preeitout lu as-
sumlng that sympatby sud assistance vilI aIse
be gîven thoin. Very many classes cf socioty,
vben founi to bo suffering imiter the burden
sait hopvy pressure cf a yoke ta wbich thoy
once voluntarlly subitteitteeiehv
been rolieveit by Lb. charitable Interferoeof
public opinion. '1h05. are goneraliy CoaidtoLe
sufferlng frein the Infliction of toc macoh vork
for toc litble mnoney, vhlch vo cala grievauce
cf condition; but there are other grlovanees,
vhloh for dlstînctlon'u sake vo viii cail griev-
suces cf tue feelings, suifféred by those vhose
cellng brings thorn lute constant sud actusi
contant vlth th. public, wbicb roquire for thoîr
allevistion net Lb. antive Interférence, but ouly
Lb. attention su oadceusidration o! secioty.

One veulit uaturaliy suppose that evory
per»on vhoeonters s shop luavare cf çWhaL ho
requfres. Our expertence, hovever, shows that
shepkeepors suit shopuson are socusiomed tot
reoognizo bye cl&ao f cutemers: those vbo
kmov vhat bheî wvaut, suit thoso vbo do net.
lu tue tiret le te be feinit that customer who la
se, rare suit se perfont that vo viii eal hlm te
tIteai custoer. Ho oxistes-as a sert cf found
itrean lu tbe mmnd cf the uhopussu, semetimes,
but &It toc seldoin, realîzet. lHe irnows vhat ho
vanta, suit ho kuova the prie; he ans for it,
pays for 14, sud ho takea IL avay. Heaven
prospor hl mou bis way 1 Ho is a moitel te ail
custerners.

Nov If the shopkeoper did oct poses Lb.e
article requircit by the Ideal custoaner, ho wouiit
Inforin hlm selsuitthe custemner voulit leave
the shop. lu thls respect, sud iu Ibis enly, ho
itîffors frein the Obstinate custemer, vbo aI-
Lbough quite as olear on bis requIrements, gives
far more trouble. For ho is ne sooner informed
that the article ho vishes la 001 kept, Ibsu ho
beirsys a bolief that ibisn, snd that only lazines
or Iseir cf unitrstaning preventa hie cbtainiug
lb. Ho iherefeoInstitutes a littie searcb on bis
ovu acceunt througbcub the shep, uaburally
lnflicting annoyance on bhc feelings of the shop.
man.

We viii suppose bhe Obstinate custoeir
esters a cbeanlut'sï sbop, aud asei for a pair cf
vashlng glovos. Ho lu teld that vo "1do not
kaon thein."'


