12

THE FAVORITE.

DroEMyEr ﬂé, 1872.

was Blanche herself, Ry young ocusin seemed
toavald me sinod whial eventful night; and of
all the farowelle that wheresaid whend returned
home, the coldest * good-bye” was Bianohe'n

own.

We salled for India; and for four yean: X went
throtigh the usnal roand of Indian dutios and
amtsements, with no opportunitiss of aotive
sorvios, but a fulir avorage of sport with gun,
rifls, and boar-spear, with pleaty of drill as well
as dancing, and an occossional change of station
as tho chlef military event of tha year. During
this time I gometimea received, though rarely,
a letter fromm my asnt; dut from boms X often
hoard tidings of the Trehernea, who no longer
residod copstantly at Bramahaw, but woreofton
in Londan, on the Contlnent, or at English soa-
xido watering-places. At the und of four yesrs,
my elder brotr  poor Toin, dled, and my pe-
remts prosed 1.6 10 1oavo tho army and come
bomo.\honaomw&ramtonlonhmym
no lobger axisting,. With some rogret I bede
adiont t0 my formmer 1ife and its assootations;
but, after all, thoreisno greas hardship in boing
the frturs proprietor of an antallad ortate liko
ours, &nd with tolarabls resignstion 1 seat in
my pspets and ronounced the career of arma,

I bad not been Jong tn England befors a1 in.
vitation 1o ropsat my former Ohristmus visit to
Bramshaw Hall resched mse, corahed in such
affectionate terms, and 50 wrgent, that I could
Dot ind it in my hesrt to decline. « Mind,” said
my father jestingly, “thal you don’t lvave yoor
heart behind you there, unless indoed yo have
left 1t in Indis, Misg Blanche, I am told by
those whoare Judgos of sneiz mallers, Las tarned
out amasingly good-lookirg.”

I 1anghed, and answerod with a tons of parfect
conviction that thure was little prospeos of any
Jove-paszages betwoen my couxin, now sixtesn
yoars of ege, and myself. I found that my .
ther's acoount of Blanche’s appeararoce hardly
aid justivs {0 the reality. Sho hed dovsloped
1oto 4 very proity girl, who ai moments, 33
wwhen aho sang, which she did {n & swoet sad
valos, and with muoch musiosl tasto and ekill,
lookoed atsoluiely lovely. I took an opportunity

and change af alr and of soens, smascmest and
strdy, had, aho sexd, docs wonders fox Blaocho’s
health, and whereas ths extromo cGellcacy of
har oqnatitation had foarmerly canssd much anx.
oty to ber pagrents, thay now oonsiterod bas 0
bo quits well a0d quito strong. « 1t was on her
doaz © sad lady Treherns, o tuas

wo quiet old folk: have run abocsy t2o worldas
wo bave doug, Itarelling and plensru-5UDUNE ;
for you must know, Taibot, this i3 the frst
Christzaga we have spenl &% ho mnnoo—
sinos yot were with os.* 1
A curivos odtncadence. It wes rm SOWY

hen
twelvo yoars old, but I cotd meake
hes {n cxmvorsation, sos 814 sho m
frankly, bug allowed bers to rost a::yvhmbu:
on my face when I eddressed her, answored my
bost Things with monogyllables, blushed wban

frosa s military polmt of viow, burd times, opeft-
okt beforems. Focok yests ago I m;:fl”
@&Mmmwn

Ha>-Mer scenes and cxsoctating with old friends,

until absenoe shocld have weakenad tas meo-
moise of tho firs, and thinned the ntziberz of
the latier. Yoa, m:)‘n-o‘:h:go; how strange

what subject I might be podesingl
Blanche Trebesne was 3 preity girl—very
M !u,mymhdbpm socarately in-
on that polot. Accomplished tog, dat
not.whsp.c Person of vesy doep feelingz; oc
szrely sho wmight havo bess< & ittls more cor-
dial with & kingman $osb fedarned from A foar
soars’ exils, and who had doen ocoos lucky
onocgh to teader hier a servics which—Well,
well ! that wss an cid story now, and yocng la~
dies have plenly to ooogpy their heads without

Idrew s11de s beavy widdow-crtains and
ook ed oot BRow, SLuW EVESYWhLOTS, a3 00 thas
memorably night long ago. It was baia thin

od with clouds, through the rifts of whicha
wan new moon peepod coldly, Thare hiad been
DO moon to iight the tnky blackness of tho night
four yoars sinco, and so far thoro was a diffor-
onos.

I could not go to bod. Bomehow, do what I
would, I remainad wakeful and watehfrl, with
an undefinable improssion npon mo that 1 was
waanted, that X bad a duty t» porform, and that
I mnst not slesp. I listened intently tar tho
slightest sound, and oven tho moan of the wind
writhout sosmed to mo Uko & human voloo com-
plaining. Again and agsin did I throw wood
upon tho fire, until my supply of fucl waned to
such an cxtent that it was plain that I must
400D retire 1o rest, or zit up firelems. ¢ This #il}
nover 4o, sald I; X tancy 18 making a fool of
mo; and beoause something queer happened
whon I was last here, I oannot aoccept the pro-
aalo view of life which is of course the true ons.
il just rltp qut and take a glance attho soenoof

my
go_stga‘&epﬁmm otipo dzrk hoax's."
m‘.at!uOo&!c
€0 the polnt wblu,'ma'yun since, I had e»-

atterod & Xy of horror,

no droam—uno0 ocroation of a dlslampered brain.
No It was Blancho horsclf; ber bright,;
fioating liko palo gold over hor skoulde

wo’nnx 8 lo0so peignolr of while e
While 1 stood spoochless, she advan ajd
wigya alow but certatn movement of tho bind

¢h wis freo, she began tounclasp the faston.
ings of the great Fronoch window
© For a momeont I stood, as if rooted to the
ground by horror. I tried to rush forwarl, but
wy foot sdomod natlod to tho floor, and my
voloo. wheb I oszayod t ocall alond, refused to

“my volition. Tho low creaking sound, as
tho window alowly opened, and tho inwand rash
of the shrioking night-wiod, dissolved tho spell
of my helplessnoss, and I dartod sloug tho gal.
lery, shouting, or attempting to sbout, though
my voloe roached my own ear but s a harsh
aud hollow muemur. Tho white figuro, band.
ing forward, seomed aboul to vanish {n the
blackness boyond. Suddenly the candlo was

uadvmmmwomohcxm,exumuhodbya:u-ongarmtorwiod.mdl

foc I thought that
Blanchas had actaally w'on dut by Heaven's

“In:'.lawvoulwnodqmomlvumume.butjmtmum& My arm

was round her waist, m_ Jand was on her arm,

pled the gloam of tbe light in Blanche’s hand. ; assho was tollsring on the vesy vorge of the
All was datkness now. Hore, too, was the doos. | droad procipice; and by a quick snd powoerfal

way into which I had retirod to allow tho 23~

; exortion I dre's her back. 8he awoke, with a

Pasitioa, as I had doemod 1t, to pass. Emfiling | lJow moaning cTy, sach 23 may often bde heard
at the recollection of mmy own UTational slarm, | on the lUps of a ohild suddanly arousod from
T went o2, walking sofily, to tho corntr of thoe ; sicop. « What Is this 27 abe said wildly—¢ whore
Oakon Gellery. 850 'wivid s thoimagination,” | am I ?—Cocsip—~what—whero ?” Then, asade
sald ], «that I almost oxpect tosee the giimmaer | lookod around, and saw the reality of thopat.
oftbollgm.muuchmm: smmgoc t'on, she shnddarmd, and Ank Zainting and uo.

before s, a8 Whad—"

ooudomlnf.omym Bearing hor as swiftly

Thoe words disd a2y o my lpe, for whst T and tenderly a23 conld aloug the Osken Gallery,
behold was & zight that curdled my very lLife { I laid ber o2 o 0% that stood in tho xdjacent

blood with hotrer.

oorridos; and biurrying to Lady Treberno’s door,

way}.tho similarity of 4hs woather and of {bo
ove s amusements; and, sbove all, Rr,
Carew!a presanco, with the momory of tho for.
1ner sdventure, infinensediour youny friand's
fanoy in & manner that might have beon—But
wo woxn't talk’ of that now.”

T8s Trebernos loft Broanshaw at onco; andat
their sarncét wish I accompanied them, and
paid the remainder of my visit at thelir honsein
Loalon. Hore it was that I learned to Snd
Blthshe very, vory desr to mo; and that alter
somo wooks I ventured to ask hor to be my
wife. ) thought' xaid I, s I too¥ hos Lttlle
band, unrosisting, in mine, ¢ that you rather
dislikked me than omerwue formerly; but per-
bapd ‘vow—"

Do you romember four yosrs age?” sbe
u.kod. interrupting me, and with » bumlnx

chock and a glanos, half arch, half shy, that
puzziod mo groatly.

st You, of oourse I do,'’ answared I, perploxad.

4 Beasauso 1 havo lovod you ever sinoe—ovor
8inco ; co—frst—" and sho shoddercd, and hid
hor beauttful blushing fco on my shouldoer.

8ir Cbarlos znd Lady Trehorno gave thelr
willing sanoiion to tho t betwoeen
Blanche ant' myself, which weas equally wel.
©omo to ¥ own parents; but on 3coount of tho
youth of thes beido-oloot, it was thought botter
10 POtpOns the wedding for another yoar, Uil
Miss Trehorne should have passed her sevon.
tesnth birthday.

When 1 aaked hor, as {n duoty bound, to name
the day for that all.important ceremony, {bs
dear girl hesitated for a momeont, and then, with
tears, but not of sorrow, sparkiing in ber loving
oyos, abesoftly made answer, ¢« Ohristmas Eva”

For the Favorle.

CHRISTHAS in STADOYVF AND SUNSHINR.

OEAPTER L
TREXE CONVEXT.

uTae time draws neee the birth of Chrisy?
~I wondar why {t isthat thoro words always
bave for mo a mors axd and salonn scund thRn
8 joyful ono ¢ Perhapa it is that the Chrizs botn
in Bethichem osme to lve such a sed aod
lonely lifo and 0 ¢lo such & tter deaik when
all forsok him and 0od, o porhaps 1L is Lhay
from 1 y fifteenth to my twentieth ysxsr Jnst-
mas Eve was {00 & S0R0R v} AUt FTorsiup,
and tiral had twoChristmsas Eves, 020 0f which

fails but to the lot of cno in thoGzands and
my poor brain racked and wrung—a&lono—
sto0pad In mnizery and wretchedpess in the clty
of XMontreal, I must havs gone crazy for very
Mno&thodwﬂhm&mmnoluemw
P me.
od quigtlife in the sxd I"'morod vlntosn
lbox' in Lowes Capads, so
in my Afteenth yoar 1 accompsviod
Zutbar and mother to Europe and was
oRe of the oducationsal cunvenis in
u; Qf Psris tho clange Was 0 mo
aD aoccostion Lo galaty than otherwise.
Im an only girl at bome tazght by & resi.
dent gavernses with no companion of my o'wn
egs exoept in wintar whon we want SO & coupie
of moaths efther to Quodoc or Montreal. In tho
oouvont, I was ane among eighty girls from
seven Yyoar &w twonty , there were larpe

misery,
tn:cl
Wo
onmy
t!n.
p!acod

Fronchman ovary inch
an Engliah inay who haé

?

I mizzed the Joliity and Christmas gifisof my
old homo, when during ths Chriztmes ovos
spent in the oohivent Lo worg xli, big girls es
well az tho least, seat trooping to bed after our
early six o'clock atpper that wo might be adle
to rise at clsvon, and feslivg frexh and wide-
awake from our long rest, Lo sotdy to taka pard
' tn the midnight sorvicos
i My twentieth yoar eame at laat, and with 18
| came Goneral Rosesham, & relative of my

fathor's from England, whobroaght ana tospend
the nsxt two months of Novembder and Decsm.

me kindly to ber home, where I was at onos
antroduoed to wiat ogemed to me, thon, the gay
vadd.vmmu many &3 twenty st a time

in guooesxion to the large

tanlly ooming
At the othar end of the Oekon Gellety, reced- Mmmmwmnmmz‘am mndnmobonuand(ubmplublomm
102 from e, and Within a few fact Of the grest | faw words what had befnllan har danghler: and

wost window, was o fexals fgurs

white, distinctly visible, and osrrying a lighted ,Mdﬁm&ohﬂo{dam

caxdle with tho tame impasxive meobaniccl

« It was the xosociaison ondmthndldtho'm my aant and iSdeed hor guosis o.nod,

Tho oveding of my arrival I was introdaced

4raped {n | bow, & sooond time, _‘zobmboanmmdonuﬂly'wan af3oer {n the QGuanls, Ociooel Devsreux, &

{ handsome man with moss fuscinefing manmeta

steadipoes that 7 had notided four yoare sinos} ; mizchief—not & Goudt of 1t.” sud tha 33 family ! yoang, 5=t whom I, with my French

alowty o0, 804 Boissmly, vubtho physiciad, who bad known Blancbs from bor | potions, looked ot aEa siey

defrenia cngy |

sdvancing
seITe alr of belog backonsd KX winis dy & view. | Infancy; *the caro svenod complets, 0d in ef- | Inths eecty days of Iy acqueistance with hist

speinkling g3 yes, boweves, for i had dbul

tems bxund that tad edeckod mo In & il 30

fact wrus 80; dut no doudt tho Christmas spen

begun
to fall oo the FmWIota dsy. Thoaky Wassiroak- | narrowly rowctied from cmo!doub. IO was { o7 tha first timo at tho old hetae and 1n theold

lmxhomm around e talking of Lide
ubomgnhsndnmommn,ﬂwmm

e

t.



