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S0 charming, a literary and musical
conception as the' 'Masque of Wel-

ýcoene (words by F . A. Dixoti, Ottawa,
and music by A. A. Clappé, late band-
master of the Governor-General's Foot
Guard s>, should net longer remain un-
knewn te otir Canadian public, as,
through delay of publication, we fear it
has done. It now appears, thanks te the
music publishers, Messrs Orme, of Otta-
wa, in a particiilarly dainty and suitable
drese (witness the excellent treatment
of the titie page), and will amply reward
those who care te read ite qitaint and
pleasirig libretto or study the musical
settingf which je highly succeseful, and,
thoii;,çhÎ eccasienally somewhat trite,
f ully displays the musicianly quialities
which we believe distinguieh Mr. Clappé.
Mr. Dixen je net unknown to the rea-
ders of the MONTHLY, and this, one of
hie best efforts, retaixîs ail hie old grace
and delicacy of diction, while it displays
a certain dramatic etrength in many
parts new even to hie admirera. Te both
author and composer are due hearty
thanke for having embodied in se pleas-
ing, and withal original a formn the feel-
ings o f Canadians towvards their present
-Governor-General, and the cultivated
lady who aide himi iii recognizing and
improving, whatever of artistic excel-
lence there may be in this new country.
For themn the 'Masque' was written,
before themn it was presented, and doubt-
lese met with their approbation, as it je
sure te do at every fairly adequate re-
presentation, even if the crowning in-
tereet, or raison d'être, se te epeak, of the
firet performance be absent. The
'Masque' je presented by Canada,
robed as an Indian maiden, by an Indian
echief, who singe in a touching strain hie
farewell te the woeds on the approach of
-the white man, and by the different
Provinces appropriately ' habited ';

Quebec as one of the eld Frencli noblesse;
,Ontario in white, with -agricultural. em-
bleme ; Prince Edward Islawd as a
sturdy fariner ; Briti8h Columbia as a
brenzed and red-ehirted miner, while
1-Jew Brunswick as a maiden, attired in

green, singing in praise of the fieher'e
craft ; Manitoba as a hunter, and Nova

&uotia as a fisherman complete the liet.

It is ne platitude te say that where there
18 se much charniing, writing it is diffi-
cuit, and perhiaps invidious, to particu-
larize, but, at the samne time, it is possi-
ble te discriminate with regard te the
libretto as well as te the music, and we
think the duet between Manitobct and
Nova Scotia, witl t fine descriptive
lines, and the songs allotted te Quebec
and Ontario dlaim special. mention. An-
other successful. bit occurs in the miner's
seng which sounds the praises of the
'Mountain Land?'

Land whose summer sun the snow
Swelie the torrents far belowv;
Where the rain-cloud ever breaks,
Rushing down te soundiess lakes.'

And what can be prettier in allitera-
tive effect than the following stanza
from Canada's opening, song 1

The summer woode for me grow green;
For me the maple turne te red;

The busy beaver owne me queen;
The big moose bows hie mighty head.'

We have referred te the musical setting
as indicating in a high degree the talent
of Mr. Clappé, yet as being occasionally
trite, and we fancy that too great conai-
deration for what je termed ' popular',
music, has led himi into the errer. The
beginning of the overture, for instance,
je highly dramatic, suggestive and ori-
ginal, and leade one to expect better
things than the opera bouffe airs that fol-
low ; again, in the setting of Ontario's
fine song and in the closing air for Can-
ada, 'Royal lady, on our welcome,'
there is a great falling off from the charm-
ing 'gavotte,' which je given te Quebee,
from the epening chorus of invisible
spirits, and the replettefor the provinces.
The accompaniments throughout prove
the composer'e knowledge of instrumen-
tation and formi the moet attractive por-
tion of hie work. We hope that before
long he may produce mueic to some
other pleasitig libretto, and leaving hie
geniue unfettered by any but etrictly ar-
tistic considerations, assert etiil more
etrongly hie right te be considered one of
our beet inusicians.

The ' Masque' as an ensemble deserves
to be regarded as a Canadian classic,
and will probably find much faveur with
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