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IIERBERT SPENCER'S EXPLANATION OF THE
ORIGIN 0F RELIGION.

P SITVISM and agrnosticisini are twin brothers. Thieir voice
is often lifted up in the field of scientitic research, and tlieir

infiiuence pervades inuchi of the advatnced thoughit of tie present
day. Comte is the sa-ge of positivismn and Spencer is thue prophet of
agnosticisuni. Spencer is usually regar(led as the Englishi exponent
of positivism, but it is more correct to, rank Frederie Harrison as
thie representative Englislî positivist. Spenicer is rathier the great,
exponient of niaterialistie evolution and scientifie agnosticismn at the
present day. It is to be observcd that the hypothesis of evolution
is given nuch wider application by Spencer than by Darwin.
Darwin and Wallace the joint exponents of the recent phases of
the thieory confine it aliiost entirely to the biologiclshr.Ti

they do mucli more carcfully than Lamarck and the author of the
Vestiges of Creation, -who were the forerunners of Darwin and
WVallace. Spencer, on the other hand, undertakes to embrace al
phienomena under the scope of the evoiutioniary hypothiesis. Thus
iaterial, vital, mental, moral, social and religions facts are broughit

under its universal, sway. This being the lofty aimi of Spencer's
philosophy lie mnust account for the phienoinena of religion in a
purely naturalistie way, andI in accordance witlî the hypothesis of
evolution. Spencer docs not shrink froni the task, and so in his
philosophy we have a most thoroughi going attenipt to explain the

rgin of religious belief and practices in ]iarmony withi the prin-
ciples of materialistic evolution and scientiflc z gnosticism-.

It is not possible to sketch at any lengthi thce main principles
of Spencer's philosophy. It is a vast monistic system, viewed
under mnaterialistie cspects. Thie principle of the development of
the universe froin its primitive atoinie homogeneousness to its sub-
sequent hieterogeneous condition is that of natural evolution pro-
ceeding by the Iaw of rhythmi, and resultin jr successive differetit-
lations. The fact of force or the reality of power lias an imnportanit


