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PLEASANT HOURS.

assuring smile lighted up his face as he
laid his hand kindly on Joel’s shoulder.

‘“I know it, my lad ; I have been with
him.” The quiet positiveness with
which he spoke seemed to destroy Joel's
last doubt.

‘ Many things that he said to us come
back to me very clearly; and I see now
he was trying to prepare us for this.”

“Tell me all about them,” begged
Joel, “and about those last hours he was
with you. Oh, if I could only have been
with him, too !”

John saw the tears gathering in the
boy’s eyes, heard the tremble in his voice,
and felt a thrill of sympathy as he re-
cognized a kindred love in the little fel-
low’s heart.

So he told Joel of the last supper they
had taken together, of the hymn they
had sung, and of the watch they had
failed to keep, when he took them with
him into the garden of Gethsemane.
All the little incidents connected with
those last solemn hours, he repeated
carefully to the listening boy.

From time to time Joel brushed his
hand across his eyes; but a deep calm
fell over him as John's voice went on,
slowly repeating the words the Master
had comforted them with.

“ Let not your hearts be troubled : ye
believe in God, believe also in me. In
my Father’s house are many mansions.
.+ . . I go to prepare a place for
you. I will come again, and receive
You unto myself ; that where I am, there
ve may be also. . It ye loved
me, ye would rejoice, because I said, I
g0 unto the Father, . These
things I have spoken unto you, that in
me ye might have peace. In the world
ye shall have tribulation: but be of
good cheer ; 1 have overcome the world.”

Joel made an exclamation as if about
to speak, and then stopped. “What
is it 7 asked John.

“How could he mean that he has
overcome the world ? Caesar still rules,
and Jerusalem is full of his enemies. [
can’t forget that they killed him, even
if he has risen.”

John stooped to tie his sandal before
he answered.

‘“TI have been fitting together different
things he told us; and I begin to see

how blind we were. Once he called him--

self the Good Shepherd who would give
his life for his sheep, and said, ‘ There-
fore doth my Father love me, because I
lay down my life that I might take it
again. No man taketh it from me, but
I lay it down of myself. I have power
to lay it down, and I have power to take
it again.”

They walked on in silence a few paces,
then John asked abruptly, “ Do you re-
member about the children of Israel be-
ing so badly bitten by serpents in the
wilderness, and how Moses was com-
manded to set up a brazen serpent in
thelr midst ?” .

““ Yes, indeed !” answered Joel. * All
who looked up at it were saved ; but
those who would not died from the
poisonous bites.”

“One night,” continued John, “a
learned man by the name of Nicodemus,
one of the rulers, came to the Master
with many questions, And I remember
one of the answers he gave him. ‘As
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.’ We did not understand
him then at all. Not till I saw him
lifted up on the cruel cross, did I begin
to dimly see what he meant.’

A light broke over Joel’'s face as he
remembered the vision he had had that
day, kneeling at the foot of the cross ;
then he stopped still in the road, with
his hands clasped in dismay. There
suddenly seemed to rise before him the
scenes of daily sacrifice in the Temple,
when the blood of innocent lambs flowed
over the altar ; then he thought of the
great Day of Atonement, when the poor
Bcape-goat was driven away to its death,
laden with the sins of the people.

“ Oh, that must be what Isaiah meant!”’
he cried in distress. “‘He was brought
as a lamb to the slaughter!” Oh, can it
be possible that ‘the Lord hath laid on
him the iniquity of us all ? What an
awful sacrifice !”

The tears streamed down his face as
the thought came over him with over-
whelming conviction, that it was for him

that the man he loved so had endured
all the horrible suffering of death by
crucifixion,

“Why did such a thing have to bhe 7’
he asked, looking up appealingly at his
companion.

John looked out and up, as if he saw
far beyond the narrow, hill-bound hori-
zon, and quoted softly : “ For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth
in him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.”

Just as the feeling had come to him
that morning by the Galilee, and again
as he gazed and gazed into the white
face on the cross, Joel seemed to feel
again the love of the Father, as it took
him close into its infinite keeping,

“*Greater love hath mo man than
this,” ” quoted John again, “‘that a man
lay down his life for his friends.’ He
is the propitiation for our sins ; and not
ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.”

It was hard for the boy to understand
this at first ; but this gentle disciple who
walked beside him had walked long be-
side the Master, and in the Master’s own
way and words taught Joel life’s greatest
lesson.

(To be continued.)
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One of the most interesting features
of the late International Sunday-school
Convention at Boston was the exhibit
of Sunday-school literature, embracing
lessorn helps, Sunday-school magazines
and periodicals, The great Sunday-
school publishing houses of the con-
tinent were represented by handsomely
displayed exhibits of their best products
of the press. These occupied nearly the
whole of the ground floor of the great
‘“Tremont Temple.” They were a
magnificent demonstration of the pro-
found interest felt in this great evan-
gelistic and educative work, of the en-
terprise and energy of the publishers,
of the great amount of capital and skill
employed in their production, and of the
enormous circulation of this literature,
instinct with the very spirit of the Gos-
pel, and conveying religious teachings
of infinite moment, These countless
printed pages are scattered -“thick as
the autumnal leaves that strew the
brook of Vallombrosa,” and like the
leaves of the Tree of Life, are for the
healing of the nations. -
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Mount Gilboa, where Saul was slain-™
Sam. 31,

THE MOUNTAIN. r
This mountain would probably “‘ﬁt
have been noticed, but for the fact b t
It was the place where Saul, the ton
king of Israel, died. Events have of ve
made places immortal.,  Battles B8V®
Deen the occasion of places being meey
tioned in history, but for which thoa
Would not have been known. ailb ic
Will always be associated with the tra& e
end of Saul. Our young people nd
Dleasure in sailing on Lake Ontario, au—
as they proceed, they see Brock’s monaﬁ
Ient on Queenston Heights. That wral
the spot where the illustrious Gener
fell, as he was defending his cOUR
against invaders,

SAUL'S TRAGIC END.

Saul's life 1s full of interest.
chosen by God to be the king of 18r%°
Such a great honour should 1(‘;;,4
brompted him to be humble before be-
It often happens that when people ot
come rich and honourable, they :orgw'
God, from whom all blessings ﬂond
Riches often make people proud &
haughty, - Should any of you ever !
Jome rich, do not set your hearts UD7y
your riches. If you succeed better t’hu
Some of your assoclates, do not be Pro-
or haughty, or look upon them Wi c%le
tempt.  Had Saul remained as huD
after he became a king, as he Was Uy
fore, he would not have come to s
an untimely end. * Pride goeth befor/
destruction, and.a haughty spirit befoer
a fall”  YTet every Epworth Le
commit this verse to memory.

He Was
1srael:

THE PHILISTINES.

These were a nation of people Wl‘l,‘;
Eave the Israelites a great amount
trouble. They were frequently at e
With each other; sometimes the OB%
and sometimes the other, was Vicwrw;'
Just as it is now, both with individ®
and nations. They quarrel, often 8b°
trifiing things. Angry words cre?
strife.  Men sometimes go to 1aw oo,
each other, and spend large Sums °.
Somey, to gain nothing but reveREl
Strong nations sometimes go to war w,-oy
Weaker ones, just that they may dest oir
them, and add more territory t0 or-
oWn country, and though God may V91
Tule these invasions for good, the Bihe
of those who make the war, is nopé L
less on that account. Let all our yollel.
People avoid the first occaston of gUATH

ve in peace. Be kindy afrectioto“
one to another, Leave off strife b®
it be meddled with

BAUL'S RUIN.

“He that sinneth against God, wrot®
eth his own soul” gaul, at the begl?s
Ding of his reign, was a God-fed m-
man.  He acted according to the ¢ 1o
and of Jehovah, as made knowWd o
Lim through Samuel, the prophet. 1o
doubt, when he went to war against
Amalekites, he was acting according
divine Instruction, but he neglecte H
obey the command of God fully.
Spared King Agng, whom he wad
maendted tio destroy. = We regard th

urning point of his career, X
which he \gent from bad to woﬁfe
Guard against the first sin, Shun le
first wrong act, Many young peopst
have been ruined by taking the ﬂil;lg
8lass.  With many, Sabbath break n-
has leq to disgrace, and all the evil oong
sequences of a life of sin. Many YOUO
People nowadays devote the hours his
Sabbath to riding on their bicycles. T ad
18 wholly wrong, and will be sure 0 e y-
to bad consequences. Do not allow %
thing but sicknesg to keep you from rd’s
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A self-made spoils his 1°
somewherg. man always sp

g the

Whoever

hi ’ k rob
Whole o nders God’s worl

rid.

. 1
1 had always been an American “fntils
I went around a curve in a cable car that
meng” = “What difference did [v
make ?” “Then I became a Laplad




